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nepsa CtmBeH [HKOHC npuwen B

My3ein Pomxepca u3 npasgHoro nio-

6onbiTcTBa. KTO-TO pacckasan emy o

HeoObIYHbIX MOA3EMHbIX 3a/ax Ha

CayTBOPK-CTPUT, 3a pPeKow, rpae

MOXHO YBUAETb BOCKOBblE U3BasSHUS,

Mo CBOMM [OCTOMHCTBAM He YCTYy-

narlowme Kossiekumm magam Trocco.

M BOT B OAMH M3 anpenbCKUX AHEW OH OoTnpasusca Tyaa, no

[opore pasMblIlWLfIAA, HACKOIbKO CKY4YHbl 6yAyT O/ HEro Bce

3TN 3KCMNoHaTbl. HO, Kak HW CTpaHHO, OH BOBCe He pa30oyapo-

Ba/icA. B KOHLE KOHUOB, 3TO 6bl/I0O HM Ha YTO HE MOXOXKe U

Jake passnekano. PasymeeTcs, 34ecb [PKOHC yBUAes BCeEX

TpaAULMOHHbLIX NepcoHaxel — JlaHapy, AokTopa KpunneHa,

Magam Aumepe, Puuuo, negn [xelH 'peii, MHOMOUUCIEHHbIX

N3YBEUYEHHbIX >XEPTB BOWH M PEBOIIOLMIA U fadKe TakKUX MOH-

CTpoB, Kak 'mnnb ae Pe n mapku3 ge Cag. Ho 6b110 34ech 1

KOe-4To elle, OT 4Yero y [I>KoHca nepexBaTtusio AblXaHue, N OH

3aCTbl/1 Ha MecTe, KaK BKOMaHHbIA, M NpOCTOSAN A0 Tex nop,

noKa He ycnblWwana 3BOHOK — CUTHan TOro, YTO My3el 3aKpbl-

BaeTcsA. Cnefosano npu3HaTb, 4YTO YeNOBeK, COCTaBUBLUWI

TaKylo KOJMeKUMio, He Mor 6bITb MPOCTbIM LlapaataHoM, obu-

paroLMM YecTHbIX Noaeid. Bo BCAKOM cnyyae, B BOOGpaXKeHUN

eMy Henb3s 6bl10 OTKaszaTb, a B HEKOTOpPbIX paboTax OH

npocTto ¢ 6/1eCKOM packpbll CBOU [AbABOJILCKN TEHUasIbHbIe
Crnoco6HoCTH.

Heckonbko no3xe CTuBeH [>KOHC pasy3Has Koe-yTo O

Ooxopoxke Pomkepce, Bnagensue Myses. Kakoe-T1o Bpems TOT

paboTan B My3ee Majgai THCCO, HO MOTOM MO HEW3BECTHbIM
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npuynHam 6bin oTTyAa yBoneH, O HeM roBOPUIN MHOFO: HeKo-
TOpble OTKPbITO COMHEBA/INCL B ICHOCTU €ro paccygka; apyrue
pacckasbiBanin yAUBUTESIbHbIE UCTOPUN O €ro TalMHOM MOK/0-
HEHUW ngonam u 3abbiTbiM ApeBHUM 6oram. W1 B mutore, nocne
yCMeLHOoro 0CHOBaHWS COGCTBEHHOIO My3esi C TaKOWM Mpekpac-
HOM 3KCno3uumei, OfHM CAYXW MOMHOCTbK WCYE3NU, Apyrue
)Xe — a WX pacnpocTpaHsaAIM B OCHOBHOM KOBapHble 3aBUCT-
HUKN — HaobopoT, cTann obpacTtarb BCe HOBbIMM MOAPOOHO-
cTAMU. Pogykepc AeCTBUTENbHO yBfeKancs TepaTosiornenl u
MUCTUYECKO MKOHOrpadueit, Ho 6bl1 HACTO/bKO G1aropasym-
HbIM, YTO YacTb 3KCMO3ULMWM OTFOPOAWA, W BXOZ Tyda paspe-
LIWA TO/IbKO COBEPLUEHHONETHUM. VI MMEHHO 3TOT 3an Ao rny-
O6UHbI Ayl noTpsic JpkoHca. B Hem pacnonaranvcb urypbl
TaKMUX >KYTKUX YyAOBULY, KOTOPbIX MOraa MnopoAuTb /ULLb
6e3yaep>kHas 60ne3HeHHan haHTasus. Bce OHM 6blM Ma-
CTEPCKM BbIMIEMN/IEHbl M pacKpalleHbl, KakK HacTosiliume, peasnb-
Hble CyllecTBa.

34ecb 6bI/IN N3BECTHbIE Fepon MUGOB — FOProHbl, XUMepbI,
[PaKoHbI, LUMKJ/IO0MbI U TOMY Nofo6Hble TBapwu. [pyrue, BUAUMO,
TOXEe YNOMWHANINCb B KaKUX-TO CTApMHHbIX flereHgax o nog-
3eMHbIX 06MTaTeNAX Halwleil naaHeTbl — YepHbIA HeyKHoXnii
6or Llatorrya, KTyny ¢ TOACTbIMW A/IMHHBIMW LLyNanbLamu,
LorHap ®oyH ¢ Mep3KUM X060TKOM, 6e3bIMSHHbIE Tepon KHUT
«3JIBOH», «HEeKPOHOMUMKOH» W CTapUHHbIX PyKonucen ¢oH
FOHTua... OgHako camMbiMU CTpPaWHbIMU OblIN N306pPaXKEHUS
Tex, KOro He oCMenmBasica onucaTb HU OAWH aBTOpP Mupa. ITO
6bI1M NoAbl (haHTa3uM camoro Pomxepca. HeKOTOpbIX MOXXHO
6b1710 onpefennTb, Kak Mapoamn Ha pasnuyHble OopMbl opra-
HUYECKOM >XMU3HWN, APYrnx — Kak 6pes 60/1bHOro, HaBesiHHbIN
MbIC/IIMW O BHE3eMHbIX LUUBUAN3ALMAX U JaNeKuxX ranakTukax.
Ho paxe camble cTpawlHble pacckasbl U pPUCYHKU Krapka
JwToHa CmuTa MOryT gatb NAuWb NpUGAN3UTENbHOE Mpea-
cTaB/eHMe 06 3TOI 3KCNO3ULMKM; BECb YXKac 34ecb co3gaBasics
3a CYeT HEBepOSITHbIX pPasMepoB YyAOBULL, WUCKYCHOM paboThbl
MacTepa M MPeKPacHoOro OCBELLEHUS B HULLAX.

CtueH [HKOHC 6bl1 60/bWIMM NHO6UTENIEM BCEIO OPUTn-
Ha/NbHOIMO B WCKYCCTBE WM MO3TOMY PeLUns MO3HAKOMUTLCA C
camum Popgykepcom. OH OTbICKan ero B TYCKNO OCBeLYeHHOM
NbINbHOM KOMHaTe-MacTepCcKoM, HaxoAmBLUercsa no3aan CBOA-
4aTOro BbICTABOYHOrO 3asia. dTa CTpaHHas MacTepckas Mnoxo-
Avna 6onblle Ha cknen. B KMpNUYHOM cTeHe 6blIv NPo6UTHI
Yy3K1Ee rOpu3oHTa/IbHble OKHa-LLEe/I0UKN, BbIXOAALLME Ha YNnULY

1 TepaTonorms — Hayka, u3ydalouias ypoAacTBa W MOPOKU pPasBUTUS Yy
pacTeHuUii, XMWBOTHbIX W 4Yenoseka (NPUM. Mepes.).
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KaK pa3 Ha YpOBHe Oy/bDKHOW MOCTOBOI BHYTPeHHero [ABO-
puka. Cyaa no Bcemy, 3feCb MPOU3BOAMIOCL U N3TOTOB/IEHME
thuryp, n ux pemoHT. [MoBclOAY BansNMCb BOCKOBblE PYKMW,
HOrW, rofIoBbl M TYNOBULLAE, @ HA NOJIKax BbUIM aKKypaTHO pac-
CTaB/ieHbl MOXHaTbleé Kpbl/bS, UCKYCCTBEHHbIE K/bIKA U CTe-
KNSIHHbIE TNa3a, CMOTPSLLME B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI. Ha MHoroumc-
NEeHHbIX KPHOUKax M FBO3AAX BMCENM BCEBO3MOXKHbIE KOCTHOMbI
4N 6yAyuwinMX 3KCNOHATOB, a B OAHOW W3 HWULWWI rpyAol 6binn
CNOXXeHbl BOCKOBble 3aroTOBKM TesieCHOro ugeTa. Ha monkax
psgamMun cTos/IM 6aHKU C KPackowr M KUCTU. B LeHTpe KOMHaTbl
Haxoawnack 6onbliass Mevb, B KOTOPOW MAaBUAU U FOTOBUIN
Ons nenkyM BOCK. Hag TOMKoW Ha [ABYX LWIapHMpax Bucen
OFPOMHDbI Yene3Hbl 6aK ¢ HOCUKOM, NO3BO/ISABLUMM BbIIMBaTb
pacnnaBfieHHbIi BOCK MNPOCTbIM [ABMXKEHUEM PYKMU.

OfHako Apyrve npegmeTbl, HAXOAMBLUMECA B 3TOM Mpau-
HOM roA3eMesnibe, YXe He TakK Jlerko nogjaBasiucb onuca-
HUIO — 3TO ObINN OTAENbHbIE YAacTU KaKUX-TO COMHUTESIbHbIX
CYL,eCTB, YbM 3aKOHYEHHbIe (hOpPMbI, MO BCEW BUAUMOCTMU, Ha-
NMOMMHaNM MPU3PaKoB, MNOPOXAEHHbIX 6pefdom  60/IbHOrO.
B opyrom KOHLE MacTepCKOW BUAHeNnachb Tshkenas fJouatas
[Bepb, 3aneptas OrpPOMHbIX pPa3MEpPOB BUCAYMM 3aMKOM.
Ha pgBepy 6bln1 HapucoBaH O4YeHb CBOeOOpasHbIii CUMBOJI.
J>KOHC, KOTOPOMY Kak-TO pa3 nonan B PyKW 3K3emnasp npe-
CNOBYTOM KHUIMM «HEKPOHOMUWKOH», HEeBO/IbHO B3APOrHYy/,
yBUAEB 3TOT 3HaK. «Jla,— nogyman OH,— BnageneL 3Toro
3aBefleHWNs1, AO/MKHO OblThb, AeCTBUTENbHO 06N1afaeT NUCKIOUU-
TeNbHO LUMPOKUMWN MO3HAHUAMMK B CaMblX TyMaHHbIX 06na-
CTAX».

PasroBop ¢ Pomxepcom Take He pasoudapoBas ero.
X035MH 6blN BLICOKUM XY[bIM YeNI0BEKOM, A0BOSIbHO HeOpeXXHO
04eTbIM, C 6GONbLUMMW YepHbIMWU FNasamu, KOTOpble BO30YX-
[eHHO ropenu Ha 6nefHOM, 3apocluem LWeTUHOW nuue. BTop-
XeHue [KoHca HUYYTb He 06MAeno ero, HanpoTuB, OH, Kasa-
nocb, pag Obl1 BCTPETUTb WHTepecHoro cobecegHuka. Ero
rosoc obnagan Heobbl4aiHOM ry6uMHON, B HEM YYBCTBOBa/IUCh
Kakas-To cAep)uBaemas cuna v MoytM numxopafoyHas BO3-
OY)KAEHHOCTb. [DKOHC He yAVUBWACSA, YTO MHOrMe CHUTalT ero
cymacLueLLnm.

C KaXKAbIM HOBbIM BM3NTOM [I>KOHCA — a 3a HECKOJIbKO He-
[Jenb Takume BU3UTbI CTain yXXe NpuBbIYHbIMU — Pogkepc cTa-
HOBW/ICA Bce 6osiee 06LMTENNbHBIM U OTKPOBEHHbIM. XOTH U C
CamMoro Havasna B ero cfosax y>e MOXHO Obl/10 YyNOBUTbL OTro-
NOCKW [OBOJIbHO CTPAHHbIX B3rM840B, KOTOPble NMO3)Xe MposiBu-
NNCb B pacCkasaHHbIX UM ucTopmax. VX akcTpaBaraHTHOCTb,
HECMOTPS Ha HeCcKOSIbKO MOATBEPXKAALWMNX oTorpaduii,
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6bl1a MOUTU 4YTO KOMWU4YHOW. VI BOT Kak-TO B MIOHE, B TOT
Beuep, korga [>KOHC npuHec ¢ co60WM OyTbISIKY XOpOLUEro
BUCKW W [0BOJIbHO LeAPO YrocTu/ CBOEro Apyra, Brepsble
Havanca Mno-HacTosAweMy cymaclleflinii pasrosop. Bnpoudewm,
M [0 3TOro yxe Pofkepc paccKasbliBasl [0BOJ/IbHO CTPaHHbIe
BeliM, YNOMUHAsA O CBOMX TaWHCTBEHHbIX MyTeLWeCcTBUAX B
Tubet, LeHTpanbHyto AdpPuUKy, B ApPaBUIACKYIO NYCTbIHIO,
JenbTy AMasoHKW, Ha ANACKY N HEKOTOPble Mas/iON3BECTHbIE
OCTpOBa B HXKHOW 4acTn TMXOro okeaHa. BAob6aBOK K 3TOMY
OH BMOJIHE Cepbe3HOo yTBepXAas, 6yATO MM OblIM NPOYUTAHbI
Takne 4YyoBULLIHbIE W NONyNereHaapHble KHUMM, Kak «llyaxo-
TUK» U «[lecHoneHusa [1xona», npunucebiBaemble nepy 6ecueno-
BEYHOro 3nofes JleHra, HO NO cTereHW 6e3ymMcTBa HUYTO U3
3TOr0 He LU0 HU B KakKoe CpaBHeHMe C TeM, 4YTOo ObI/I0 paccka-
3aHO B TOT WIOHBCKMIA Be4vep MO4 B/USAHMEM anKOro/sbHbIX
napos.

MonpocTty rosops, Pomxepc caenas HeCKO/bKO HepaBYycC-
MbIC/IEHHbIX HAMEKOB Ha TO, 6yATO BO BpPeMs ero akcrneamunii
emMy yaanocb 06Hapy>XXuTb B NPUPOAE HEKUE CyLlecTBa, KOTO-
pbiX 4O HEro He BMAEN HUKTO, M YTO OH MpuBE3 ¢ Cob60i ocs-
3aeMble A0Ka3aTesibCTBa 3TUX OTKPbITUA. M3 ero nbsHbIX pas-
rnarofbCTBOBAHU BbIXOAWMO, YTO OH MPOABUHY/CA Aasiblue,
YeM KTO Obl TO HW ObI10, B TOSIKOBAHUN ManoVU3BECTHbLIX [0U-
CTOPUYECKNX KHUT, KOTOPble OH LOCKOHA/IbHO U3Yy4dwus, u, che-
Oys VX yKasaHUAaM, MNPearnpuHAn CBOU MNyTeELIecTBUA B CaMble
OTAaNneHHble YroNku MnaHeTbl, rge U CKpbIBATCA 3TU TauH-
CTBEHHbIE CYLLECTBa, KOTOPble BbDKUIM W COXPaHWUIUCbL [0
Halwnx OHe C Tex BPEeMeH, Korga e Ha 3emne euwe He
cywiectsoBasio. M aTn co3faHna B HEKOTOPLIX C/yyasx UMerT
CBAA3b C APYrUMU MU3MepeHUsMU U napaifieflbHbIMU MUpamu,
06LWEeHMEe C KOTOPbIMU 6bII0 0ObIYHLIM [e/IOM B Te Janekue
BpeMeHa.

JDPKOHC 6bln yauenieH 6oraTcTBoM (haHTasum Popgykepca,
nopoamBLLe NoAo6HbIE npeacTaBieHMs. OH gaxke 3agymancs
Haf TeM, 4YTO SBMMOCb MPUYMHOM TakKuUX MOSETOB BOOOparke-
HUs — 6blna Nn 3aTo paboTta cpegn uryp magam Trcco, nam
>Xe 3TU CK/IOHHOCTU c/liefyeT OTHECTU K BPOXKAEHHbIM, a Bbl6op
poAa 3aHATUI ABWACA MWL OAHUM U3 MX NPosiBNeHn? Ho Tak
WM nHade npodieccua Pogykepca Kak Henb3s Jlydlle cOOTBeT-
CTBOBasia ero B3rnggam. Ternepb CTAHOBUIUCH MOHATHLIMWU €ro
MpayHble PacCy>XAeHUs HacyeT KOLIMapHbIX 4yLOBWULL, Bbl-
CTaBMEHHbLIX B OTFOPOXXEHHOM 3aHaBeCKOl anbKoBe C Haj-
nncelo «ToIbKO ON1A B3poC/ibix». He 60Acb NokasaTbCA cMme-
WHbIM, Poa)epc Bcepbe3 HameKasl Ha TO, YTO He BCe U3 3TUX
ObSBOSIbCKUX YPOALLEB Obl/IM MCKYCCTBEHHbLIMU.
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Ho oTkpoBeHHOe HegoBepue [PKOHCA M €ro LWyTKU Mo
noBody TaKuX 6e30TBETCTBEHHbIX 3asfABMeHUMA paspyLlnam
YyCTaHOBMBLUYHCS ObINI0 CEPAEYHOCTb U pagyLlme B UX OTHOLLe-
HUAX. BbiNo sAcHo, uTo PofXepc OTHOCUTCA K cebe OYeHb
Cepbe3HO: Terepb OH CTan MNOLO3PUTENIbHbIM U YIrPOMbIM U
npogo/mkan TeprneTb [pKOHca NMLWb 6narogaps CBOEMY yrop-
HOMY CTPeMJ/IEHMIO MPeO0A0seTb ero BEX/IMBbINA CaMO0BOMLHbIN
ckenTuUu3M. OH MpoAo/HKan pacckasbiBaTb O CTpaLUHbIX
3abbITbIX puUTyanax W >XePTBOMPUHOLUEHUSIX 6e3bIMSIHHbIM
[APEBHMM 6Goram, TO W [esi0 MoABOAA CBOEro rocTs K TOW mnm
VMHOIA 3noBelleii urype uM oTmedyasa pfeTanun, KOTOpble He
cMOrfno 6bl BOCMPOM3BECTU [adKe HauBbICLLEE Ye/I0BeYEeCKOe
MacTepcTBO. [PKOHC nNpofo/mkan CBOW BU3UThI, B/IEKOMbINA
KaKUM-TO HEMOHATHLIM 04YapoBaHMeEM, XOTS U 3Has, YTo yTpa-
TUN yXKe Obl/I0e pacnosioXKeHne Xo3AnmHa My3esi. Bpems oT Bpe-
MEeHW OH NbiTasics y6naxuTb Pogykepca MPUTBOPHbIM corna-
CMEM C KaKUM-HMOYAb ero cymacluefllnuM 3asB/IEHUEM, HO
X03AMH My3esi, CYpOBbIl/i N HEMPEK/OHHbIM, peako gaBan cebs
06MaHyThb.

Mo3gHee, y>Ke B Havane OCeHW, HarnpsKeHWe B UX OTHOLLe-
HUAX LOCTUTNO HauBbiCLlel TOYKWU. B 0AuH M3 CeHTABPLCKUX
OHel [KOHC cnydaiHO 3allen B My3ell U, 6poas no TeMHbIM
KopuaopaMm, BCe yXacbl KOTOpbIX 6blIM Tenepb A0 Mesouei
3HaKOMbl eMy, BAPYr YycC/bllasa OTYeT/IMBbIA 3BYK, AOHOCUB-
LINIACA CO CTOPOHbI MacTepcKon. OcTasibHble NOCETUTENN TOXKE
yCAbllWanM ero M HeBOSIbHO B3APOrHY/M, Korfga ry/iKoe 3X0
pasHecsock NoS MpayHbIMU CBOJaMU. Tpoe cryxuTteneli obme-
HAMNCb MHOFO3HAYUTEeNbHbIMWU B3rnsgamMmu. A OAWH N3 HUX —
TEMHOBO/IOChI, MOMYa/IMBbIA, MOXOXXUIA Ha WMHOCTpaHua na-
peHb, paboTaBWMA accucTeHTOM Pogykepca — 3arago4vHo
yNbl6HYNCA, 1 3Ta ynblbka 03ajgauymna f[axe €ro Kosser,
HeNnpuUATHO 3afleB YTO-TO B CO3HaHWUU [pkoHca. CO CTOPOHbI
MacTEpPCKOW OTYET/IMBO MPO3BYy4Yan AylLluepasgmparolimini NpoH-
3UTeNbHbIA cob6aynii BM3r, KOTOpbIA MOrI0 mM3gaBaTb NULIb
HacMepTb MepenyraHHoe, ymuparollee B MyKaxX >XMBOTHOe.
[axke B HOpManbHOW 06CTaHOBKe 6bl10 6bl HEBLIHOCUMO Cllbl-
waTb 3TOT MO/HbLIA cTpagaHusa 3BYK, a B MpayHoO atmocdepe
noA3emMenbsl OH Ka3asicsl BABOWMHE Y>XaCHbIM. [IKOHC NPeKpacHo
3Han, 4YTO BXOA B My3ell € cobakamu 3arnpeLleH.

OH TYyT >Xe HanpaBw/CA K ABepw, Befyllell B MacTepcKyto,
HO HeOXXMJAHHO HABCTPeYy eMy ABUHYJ/ICA TOT cCaMblii CMYT /bl
aCCUCTEHT M YKeCTOM OCTaHOBWJ/1 €ro, 3aroBOPUB MSITKMM F0J10-
COM C YyTb 3aMETHbIM MHOCTPaHHbIM aKL,eHTOM.

— MucTtep Pomykepc,— Kak Obl U3BUHSSCb, CKa3as OH, He
CKpbIBasi NMpyY 3TOM JIEFKOW YCMELLUKW,— HEHaA0/ro BbILLEN,
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CTPOro HakasaB He MyckKaTb HMKOIO B MacTepPCKyl BO BpeMs
ero oTcyTcTBUA. UTO XKe KacaeTcs BU3ra, TO OH, HECOMHEHHO,
JOHOCKACA OTKYga-To ¢ ynuubl. B okpyre 6poant Hemasno 6e3-
OOMHbIX co6akK, U UX Apaku 6biBalOT MOPOA Ha yauBAEHWE
WymMHbIMM. Kak BamM M3BECTHO, HUrAe B My3ee cobak HeT. Ho
ecnu BaM TaK Heo6X0AUMO MOBUAATLCS C MUCTEpOM Pomxep-
COM, TO Bbl CMOXETe YBWAETb €ro Hesagoaro A0 3aKpbITUS.

Cpasy e nocne atoro [»KOHC Bbi6pasica M3 noa3emesibs
Hapy>y M camblM TLLATebHbIM 06pa3oM mcciefoBan OKpecT-
Hble TPyLL06bl. BeTxMe NOKOCMBLUMECA 3[aHUS, KOorga-To ObiB-
e >XUIbiMK, a Ternepb B OONbLUMHCTBE CBOEM Mepeobopyso-
BaHHble MOA MarasvHbl U CKNagbl, BCe 6GblIM 0YEHb CTapbIMW.
HekoTopble U3 HWUX, C OCTPOBEPXMMMW KpbILIaMu, BOCXOAWIN,
Kasasnochb, elle K anoxe Tioaopos. VI3 Bcex noasasioB U NogBo-
poTeH MOAHWMANNCL TYCTble 3/10BOHHbIE McMapeHWs. Psaom c
06BeTLWanbIM 34aHMeM, B MNOABasie KOTOPOro Haxo4uscs Mysei,
6bl1 Y3KWIA Npoxof, B KOTOPbIA 1 Bowen [XOHC, OCTOPOXHO
CTynasi No BbIMOLLEHHON OYNbDKHMKOM MOCTOBOW, B Hajexgie
nonacTb Ha BUAHEBLUMIACA N3 OKOH MacTEPCKOW 3agHuin ABOp,
4YTOObI BbIACHUTbL BCE XXE, OTKyAa MOI UCXOAUTb 3TOT XKYTKMUIA
BM3r. HauuHannm cryw,atbCs CymMepku. TeMHblli ABOP OKpYy-
>Kann BbICOKME T/lyXme CTeHbl, KalaBLUMEeCs elle 60see mpay-
HbIMW, YeM ocblnatouimecs acadbl CTapblX, 3/10BELLEro BuAaa
30aHUi. [)KOHC He 3aMeTun BOKPYr HU eauHol cobakm, 4TO
OYeHb yAMBWAO ero. TpyaHO 6bLI0 MOBEPUTb, YTOGLI Mocne
TakoW [pakum He 0CTanoCb HWUKAKOro crepa.

HecMoTpsa Ha yTBEpPXXAeHMe acCUCTeHTa 0 TOM, YTO B My3ee
cobak HeT, [IXKOHC C TPeBOrow NOcMOTPen Ha TPU MaseHbKUX
OKHa MacTepCKol — y3KMe ropu3oHTasibHble NPSAMOYIOSIbHUKM,
BbIXOASLLME BO ABOP MOYTU Ha YpPOBHe TpoTyapa. [psi3Hble
NblbHbIE CTekNa 6e3pa3NNyYHO rns4enn Ha MOCTOBYHO M MOXO-
AWM Ha 3aTyMaHeHHble rnasa [ox/oli pblbbl. CrneBa OT OKOH
CTepTble KaMeHHble CTYMeHU Benu K TEMHOW ABepw, 3anepToi
Ha TsXKenbld 3acoB. HenoHATHoe Mo6yXaeHWe 3acTaBuiio
J>KOHCa MPUrHYTbCA K CbipOi MOTpPecKaBLUEACA MOCTOBOI U
3arnsiHyTb BHYTPb B pacyeTe Ha TO, YTO MJIOTHbIe 3e/eHble
WITOpPbl MOFYT KOe-rAe oKa3aTbCA He3afepHyTbiMu. CTekna
MOKpbIBasl TOACTbI cno nbian, i kKorga [OXKOHC npoTep KX
HOCOBbIM MaTKOM, TO YyBUAEN, YTO HMKaKMe LUTOPbl HE Me-
wakT 0630py. MNpaBaa, B nogsane 6bI10 HACTObKO TEMHO,
YTO MOHa4vasly OH HWYEro He cMor pasrnsgeTs. OgHako, mej-
NIEHHO Mepexoas OT 0AHOro OKHa K APYroMy, BCKOpe OH Hauyas
pasnuyaTb nNpu3padHble Oo4YepTaHUs 3HAKOMbIX MpPeLMETOB.
Mpexae BCero ctasao sICHO, YTO BHYTPU HUKOro HeT. Ho Korga
OH Jolen A0 nocnefHero OKHa, 6avkalilero Ko BxoAy, B
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JanbHeM Yrjly KOMHaTbl MoKasascs cnabblii OTCBET, 4TO
noseprno [)koHca B M3yM/ieHMe, OO HMKAKOro CBeTa TaM He
AO/MHKHO 6b110 6bITb. HAacKOABKO OH MOMHWA, BCE NamMnbl, Meyun
M TOpenKn Haxogunucb B Apyrux mectax. Mpurnsgeslwncs, oH
3aMeTWU/1, YTO CBeTsALEecsS MATHO MMeeT (hOpMY MPSAMOYroJib-
HMWKa, N B rO/I0BE €ro MesibKHyna pgoragka. VIMEHHO B 3TOM
Yyr7y MacTepcKoW M pacnonaranacb Ta MacCuBHas goluartas
[BEPb C HEECTeCTBEHHO 60/bLUMM BUCAYMM 3aMKOM. J[PKOHC
HUKOrJa He BUeN ee OTKPbITOW. M Kak pa3 Ha Heli 6bin Hapu-
COBaH TOT CaMblii TAaMHCTBEHHbI N 3/10BELNIA 3HAK, KOTOPbINA
OH BCTPeTWU/ OfHaXKAbl B APEBHEN 3anpeLLleHHON KHUre 0 yep-
HOWM Marun. [o/MKHO 6biTb, Temepb ABepb Oblia OTKpbITa —
CBeT LWen MMeHHO oTTyaa. W Tenepb B HeEM C HOBOIA CW/OA
BCMbIXHYNO /060NLITCTBO — KyAa BeAeT 3Ta ABEpb, UTO CKPbI-
BaeTCs 3a Hein?

[>KOHC 6ecuenbHO 6poanMn Mo MpayvHbIM MYCTbIM Mepeysi-
KaM [0 TeX Mop, MoKa CTPesiIKM 4acoB He CTanm NpubmKartbes
K LLIECTU, W TOrAa OH BEPHY/ICSt B My3€el, YTOObl HAHECTU BU3UT
Popykepcy. OH M caM He MOr MOHATb, 3a4eM eMy TaK MoHafo-
6unacb 3Ta BCTpeya MMEHHO ceilyac. Bo3amoXXHO, B ero noacos-
HaHUN BO3HUK/IN KaKne-TO CMYTHble MOA03PeHUS, Bbl3BaHHbIe
TEM >KYTKMM C€006a4ybMM BU3FOM WKW, MOXXET ObiTb, CBETOM,
WwealMm M3 3arafo4vHor gBepu, BCerga 3akpbITOW Ha TSHKeNblia
BMUCAYMIA 3aMOK. Korga oH CHOBa MOSIBU/ICS B My3ee, C/yXW-
Tenu yxxe yxoamnm, n J>KOHCY nokasanocb, 4to OpaboHa —
CMYI/IbIA  aCCUCTEHT-UHOCTPaHeL, — MOCMOTPE/ST Ha Hero ¢
KaKMM-TO CTPaHHbIM 1H060MNbITCTBOM. [)KOHCY HE MOHpaBW/ICA
3TOT B3r/IA4, XOTS OH Yy)Ke MHOro pa3 BWfes, UTO acCUCTEHT
TOYHO TaK >Xe CMOTPUT M Ha camoro Popykepca.

UT0-TO HEMPUATHOE TausioCb B 3TOM 6e3/104HOM, MOKUHY-
TOM BCEMW CBOAYATOM 3ane. [)KOHC ObICTPbIM LUAromM MWUHOBas
€ro n noctyyanca B ABepb MacTepckoi. OTBeTa OH AoXKAancs
He cpasy, XOTS U3HYTPMW C/bllancsi OTYET/IMBLIMA 3BYK LUAros.
HakoHel, noc/ie BTOPMYHOIO CTyKa, 3aMOK LLEeNKHY/I, Tsxenas
[IBEPb HEOXOTHO, CO CKPWUMOM pacKpbliack, 1 nepeg OXKOHCOM
npeactana cytynasa durypa kopaka Pomxepca.

Mnasa ero ropenu. C nepBOro »e B3rnsga 6b110 AICHO, 4TO
X03AMH My3esl HaX0AUTCA B COCTOSHMM HeOobblYaiHOro BO36yX-
JeHns. B ero NpuBeTCTBMM YyBCTBOBANOCb pa3gpakeHue, Bbl-
3BaHHOE HeXAaHHbIM BU3WTOM, HO OHO SIBHO 60pP0/SIOCL B €ro
Aylle C KaKMM-TO 3/10pafHbIM TOPXKecTBOM. Pompkepc cpasy ke
3aBe/1 pasroBop O Bellax CTPalHbIX U HEBEPOSTHbIX.

YKuByuwne noHblHe 6Ge3bIMSIHHbIE ApPEBHUE 6OXKecTBa, Kpo-
BaBble >KEPTBOMPUHOLLUEHWS, ecTecTBeHHOe MPOUCXOXAeHWe
HEKOTOPbIX MY3elHbIX Yy4OBULY — BCE €ro 0O6blUHble 3asBrie-
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HUS Ha 3TOT pa3 OblIM NPOM3HECEHbI TOHOM Kyna 6osnee yBe-
peHHbIM, 4YeM npexge. OyeBMAHO, nogyman [>KOHC, 6e3ymue
b6eaHArM nporpeccupyeT. Bpems oT BpemeHu Pogykepc 6pocan
MHOrO3HaunTe/IbHbIE B3rNA4bl TO Ha TSDHKEyl 3anepTyto
ABEpPb, TO Ha fieXKaBLUWA Ha MOy BO3/1e Hee KyCOK rpy6oi
MaTepun, Nof KOTOPbIM CKpbIBasiC KaKOM-TO Heb60/bLUON
npeameT. [)KOHC 4YyBCTBOBa/sl HapacTaloLlyl TPEBOTY, U Yem
fJanblue, TeM CW/IbHEe COMHeBa/ICA, YTO eMy CTOUT YNoMmHaTb
ceiyac 0 Tex CTPaHHOCTAX, KOTOpble OH 3aMeTWU/ AHEM, U U3-
3a KOTOpbIX, COBCTBEHHO, M MpuLlen ceiAvac croja.

Xpunnblii 3aMoOrmnnbHbIA 6ac Pogykepca 3XOM pa3HOCUIICA
Nnof BbICOKUMW KaMeHHbIMU CBOJaMU.

«[MOMHUTE NN Bbl,— Kpu4yaa OH,— 4YTO S FOBOPWU/S BaMm O
TOM paspylueHHOM ropofe B VHOoOKuUTae, rae >un Txo-Txoc?
Bam npuwiiock Bce-TakM cornacutbecs € TEM, 4TO S AeNCTBUM-
TeNbHO 6bl1 TaMm, Korfa Bbl yBUAeNu otorpacunm, aaxe ecnu
Bbl M NpOAO/HKaeTe cumTaTb, YTO A cAenan TO NPOLONroBaToe
NAbiByLLee CyLLeCTBO M3 BOCKA. IX, €C/IM Obl Bbl TO/IbKO BU-
[Jenn, Kak OHO M3BMBanoCb B TOM MOA3eMHOM 03epe, Kak 3TO
Bugen al.

OpHako Tenepb Y MeHs eCTb HeyTo 60siee CyLLeCTBEHHOE.
A HMKOrga He pacckasbiBas BaM 00 3TOM, MOCKOJIbKY XOTen
Koe-uTo fgopaboTaTtb, Mnpexae 4YeM fenatb Kakue-TO 3asiBrie-
HusA. Korga Bbl yBuguTe otorpadumn, Bbl NoimeTe, UTO M3006-
pa>KeHUs MeCTHOCTU He MOryT ObITb MOAAEeNKOW, W, Kpome
TOro, MHE KaXKeTCHl, Y MeHS ecTb ewe oAMH cnocob foKa3atb,
4To OHO He ABNSETCHA O4epefHOR MOel BblAyMKOM, BOM/IOLLEH-
HOl B BOCKe. Bbl He moran BuaeTb Ero, nockonbKy akcnepu-
MEHTbl He MO3BOMSA/IN MHE BbICTaBUTb 3TO A7 0BO3PEHUN».

TyT Pomykepc Kak-TO CTpaHHO MOCMOTpPes Ha 3anepTyto
[Bepb.

«Bce Hayasiocb C TOro, 4YTO S MPOYUTas BOCbMYLO [/laBy
KHUTKM  «lyaXxoTUK», OMUCbIBAlOLLYD HEKOTOpble [OPEBHUE
puTyansl,— Npogo/mKan oH.— [Mogpo6bHO M3yuuB UX, S MOHAN,
YTO OHW MOIMNN WMeTb TOJIbKO OAHO Ha3HayeHwe. B paBHue
BpeMEHa, elle A0 MOsBMEHUS TMEPBbIX /OAENA, Ha KpaliHem
ceBepe CcyuwiecTBoBannm MofobHble TBapwW, M 3TO Oblia ogHa U3
HuUX. Ham npuwniocs npogenatb AONMMA MNyTb cnepsBa [0
Andacku, a 3arem m3 ®opt-MopToHa B Hoatak. 1 TBapb OKa-
3anacb MMEHHO Tam, rge Mbl 1 npegnonaranv. Mbl yBugenu
TMraHTCKMe PpyuHbI, 3aHMMaloLe OrpomMHyro nnaowaib. MHo-
roe 6bI/10 Y>Ke NMOSIHOCTbIO paspyLUeHO BPeMeHeM, Beflb MPOLLIIO
6onblle Tpex MWIIMOHOB feT. [la W nereHAbl 3CKMMOCOB 3a
fonruve rogpl 06pocnnu MHOFOYUCAEHHLIMW HOBbIMU MOAPO6GHO-
CTAMU U HebbIMLAMU. Mbl HE CMOT/IN HaHATb NPOBOAHUKOB U3
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MECTHbIX XXUTeNen, 1 HaM MpULLIOCL BO3BPALLaThCA Ha CaHSX B
Hom, u4TOoObl HaWTW MNOMOLWHMKOB Tam. CeBepHbIA Kaumart
Nnao0xo noferctsoBasl U Ha OpaboHy — OH cTan 3aMKHYTbIM U
pasgpakKnTesibHbIM.

IMo3Xe A pacckaxy BaM, KaK Mbl Hawnn Ero. Korga mbl
B30pBa/IN fleAsiHble [/blObl B CaMOM LEHTpe pasBaiunH, TO
nNpPsIMO B TOM MeCTe, TF4e Mbl U OXuJann, okasanacb /eCTHMLUA.
HWKTO 13 Hallel aKcneamuum He OTBaXKW/CS CMYCTUTLCHA BHUS,
M 3T0 6bII0 TONLKO Ha PyKy Ham ¢ OpaboHoii. OH, npasaa, u
caM TPSACCS, KaK OCUMHOBbIA JINCT — Bbl Obl HUKOFAa 3TOr0 He
nogymanu, cyas rno ToMy HagMeHHOMY BMAy, C KakMM OH pac-
XaXKMBaeT TyT no my3eto. Ho Aeno B TOM, YTO OH AOCTATOYHO
XOPOLLO 3HaeT ApeBHME PyKOnucu, 4Tobbl CTpax ero He 6bin
6ecnoyBeHHbIM. COMIHEYHbIE Iy4YN HE MPOHMKaNW BHYTPb MoA-
3eMefibs, HO Mbl XOPOLWIO BUAeNn Bce B cBeTe pakesnos. lMNoB-
Clofly BansA/IMCb KOCTU TeX HecYyacTHbIX, KTO MbITa/ICA nonacTb
clofa 3af0/1ro A0 Hac — MHOrve ThbicAYeneTMsa Hasaf, Korja
KIMMaT 34echb 6bin elle TennbiM. HekoTopble M3 3TUX KOCTeA
npuvHagnexanu cyliectsam, KOTOPbIX TPyAHO Aaxke Boobpa-
31Tb. [poias TpM NEeCTHUYHbIX MapLla, Mbl O6HAPYXXWUAN TPOH
M3 C/IOHOBOWM KOCTW, O KOTOPOM CTO/IbKO FOBOPWU/IOCH B PYKO-
nucn. N 9 ckaxky Bam 60/blle — TPOH He 6bl1 MYCTbIM, Kak
Bbl, JO/DKHO ObITb, MNogymanu.

CylwiectBo, BOCCefaBLUee Ha HeEM, He LleBesinAoCb. Mel
3Hanu, 4TO A1 BOCCTAHOB/IEHUA CUN eMYy HY>KHa >XepTeBa. Ho B
TOT MOMEHT peLwmnam He 6yanTb Ero, noka He goctaBum B J1OH-
[OoH. OpaboHa 1 A 0TNpaBWUAINUCL HABEPX W NpUTaLLMAM OTTyAa
OrpomMHbIA AwmMK. Korga mbl ynakosanu Ero, okasanocb, 4To
HaM He MNoA cuay C TakKMM Fpy3oM MNpeojosieTb TpWU nposieta
necTHUUbl. CTYNeHn 6biAN CAULLKOM 60MbLLUMMU A1 YeN0BeKa,
M, KpoOMe TOro, SAWMK oOKasascad 4YepTOBCKU TsxKesbiM. Ham
NpULWAOCL 3BaTb OCTaNbHbIX. OHW CNYCKanUCb BHU3 C HEOXO-
TOW, HO, K CYaCTbi, CamMoe CTpallHOEe YXXe Hax0o4wusaoCb Moj
3aMKOM B AepeBAHHON KOpo6Ke. Mbl cKasann MM, 4To TaM nap-
M 06pas3yoB YKpalleHWA Wu3 CMIOHOBOW KOCTU — 06blYHbIE
apxeofiorMyeckne Haxogkw. YBWAEB Pe3HOW TPOH, OHW, BO3-
MOXHO, MoBepuan HaMm. CTpaHHO, YTO HUKTO U3 HUX He Nofay-
Mas1, 6YATO Mbl HaLLIM CAPSATAHHOE COKPOBULLE, M He NoTpebo-
Ba/ cBOel gonn. HaBepHoe Mo3e, B ropoje, OHW pacckasbl-
B/IN O HaWMX MOXOXAEHUAX [0BOJIbHO HEOObIYHbIE BeLLN.
OfHaKo s COMHeBaKwCb, 4YTOObl KTO-TO W3 HWUX KOrpa-nmbo
OCME/INACA BEPHYTHCA B 3TW pa3BasivHbl, JadKe 3a 6ecLueHHbIM
OrPOMHbLIM  TPOHOM>>.

TyT Pomxepc 3amonyas, NopbIcsa B ALWMKeE CTOMA N BbIHY/
0TTyAa 60MbLION KOHBEPT ¢ hoTorpacmamMun. OTAO0XKUB OAUH 13
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CHUMKOB B CTOPOHY W300padKeHWeM BHW3, OH Mepefan nayvky
>koHcy. Hab6op doTorpacduii 6bin  AelCTBUTENIbHO OYeHb
CTpaHHbIM. [I>XXOHC yBUAeNn NOKPbITble NbAOM ropbl, cobaybu
YNPSHKKW, KaKNX-TO NIOAeA B MEXOBbIX LWIy6ax W ApeBHUE pas-
Ba/INHbI Ha (pOHe 6ECKOHEYHbIX CHeros. MpuyyanmBeble oyepTa-
HUS 3TUX PYWH He NOoAAaBaUCb HUKAKOMY cpaBHeHUIo. Ha
OIHOM M3 CHMMKOB 6bln1 N306pa>keH Moa3eMHbI 3an1 CO MHOXe-
CTBOM pe3HbIX YKpaLleHW Ha cTeHax. B LeHTpe 3ana BO3BbI-
Wwancs TPOH, pa3mepbl KOTOPOro 3acTaBAs/IN YCOMHWUTHCHA B
TOM, YTO OH MNpegHa3HayveH 418 YesioBeka. PUCYHKM, yKpallaB-
LUne BbICOKME CTEHbl M CBOAYATbLIA MOTOMNOK, 6blIM B OCHOBHOM
MarvyeCKMMM CUMBOJSIAMU, HEKOTOPble W3 HUX OKas3ainchb
COBEpPLUEHHO HEN3BECTHbLIMU, APYrue e n3pegka yrnoMuHaamnch
B flereHfax. A Haj TPOHOM KpacoBasicsl TOT camblil 310BeL i
3HaK, KOTopbIi [>XX0OHC MHOro pa3 BuAen Ha 3anepToil ABepu B
MacTepckoii. beccnopHo, Pogkepc nobbiBai BO MHOFMX He-
00blYHbIX MecTax W BWAen Hemano cTtpaHHoro. Kpome Toro,
3TOT cymaclueAlwnin neins3ax Mor 6biTb U NMPOCTO OYEeHb YMEsOoii
noanenkon. He cTtouTt cnvwkoMm foBepsTb emy. OfHako Pop-
XKEepC MpOoAosHKa:

— WTak, Mbl oTnpaBMnAn AWMk n3 Homa n gobpanucb Ao
NoHpoHa 6e3 ocobbix MPUKNOYeHW. BriepBble 3a BCe BpeMs
HaM ypanocb MNpPUBE3TU C COOOM HEYTO TaKoe, YTO CMOCOOHO
ObI/I0 BEPHYTLCA K XXMU3HWU. A He cTan BbICTaBnATb Ero cpeam
akcrnoHatoB. [lpeacTosano caenatb Koe-uTo 60nee BaXHOe.
OHO 6bII0 60XKecTBOM, U MO3TOMY HY>X[asl0Cb B >XepTBOMpU-
HowleHun. KoOHeyHo, A He MOr npefoctaButb EMy Takux
XKepTB, K KoTopbiM OHO MpPVBbLIK/IO B Te JaBHWE BpeMeHa, 16o
nx 6osbLUe MOMNPOCTY He cywecTByeT. Ho A Mor caenatb Koe-
yTo gpyroe. KpoBb SBASETCA OCHOBOW »M3HW. Cobnogas
06psg YKEPTBONPUHOLLEHUS, MPWU MOMOLUM KPOBU NOAeiA 1um
>KMBOTHbIX MOXHO BbI3BaTh AyLUM YMePLUUX U faxe AYyXOB CTU-
XWiA, KOTOpble HaMHOro cTaplue, 4YeMm cama 3eMss.

Mpu 3aTux cnosax BblpaXeHWe Nuua pacckasymka crano
HacToNbKO MyrawwmmMm W OTTaIKMBAKOLWMM, 4YTO [PKOHC He-
BOMIbHO Noep3an Ha cTyne. OuyeBnaHO, Pofxkepc 3ameTun Tpe-
BOrYy CBOero rocts, M CO 3/10pafHOM YCMeLIKOW MpoAo/IKNN
pacckas:

— BoOT y>e 6e3 mMasioro rof, Kak 3To CyLiIecTBO Haxo4uTCs
Yy MEHS, 1 3a 3TO BPeMs S UCMPO60Bas camble pas3Hble pUTyasbl,
npuHoca EMy BCceBO3MOXXHble >XepTBbl. OpaboHa Masno nomor
MHe B 3TOM — OH Bcerga 6bis1 NPOTUB TOro, YTo6bl 6yAnTL Ero.
HaBepHoe, OH MNpocTO HeHaBngut Ero wnm 6Gomtca nocneg-
CTBUIA. BbefHAra NOCTOAHHO HOCUT € coboi nuctonet. Mnyneu!
OH cumMTaeT, YTO C MOMOLLbIO 3TON WUFPYLLUKW MOXXHO OyAeT B
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cny4ae 4ero cracTm CBOKW LUKYpy. Buammo, faxe OH He
[0 KOHUa ellle oco3Han, € 4eM uMeeT fgeno... Ho ecnm aToT
MANOT Korfga-Hmbyab BbITAWMUT CBOA MNWCTOMET, S MPOCTO
3agywy ero! OH nocoBeToBasl MHe y6uTb 3Ty TBapb M che-
natb 4yy4yeno. Ho y MeHs ecTb Ha 3TOT cuyeT CBOM MNJaHbl, U
A UM He N3MEHID. M B KOHLe KOHLOB OAEepXKY BEPX Haj TakMmu
HUUYTOXHbIMK Tpycamu, Kak OpaboHa, U Haf, TaKUMW MPOKs-
TbIMW HacMeXalLWMMNCA CKENTMKaMK, Kak Bbl, [>KOHC. A gon-
ro MpPOU3HOCW 3aK/IMHAHUA W MPUHOCUA XXEPTBbI, U BOT Ha
NpoLUoi Hegene npownsowno 4vygo. OHo... OHO MPUHAN0 MOK
»XepTBy!

CkasaB 370, Pogkepc XWUWHO o06nu3an ry6bl, a [pKoHC
3aMep OT y)aca M He MOr fJaxe nolleBenuTbcs. Bnageney,
My3esi OnATb 3aMOyasl, MOAHS/CA CO CBOEro MecTa M MoLUesn B
yron KOMHaTbl, Fhe Ha Moy fexan MpUKpbIBalWWiA 4YTo-TO
KYCOK MeLLUKOBMHbI, Ha KOTOPbIA OH 4YacTo MOorfasgpiBan BO
BpeMsi CBOEro pacckasa. Pogykepc HarHyncs, nNpunogHsn yron
TKaHU WU TMPOU3HEC:

— Bbl gocTaTOUHO Y)Ke NMOCMEesiNIUCL Haf, MOVMMMW C/IOBaMMU.
Tenepb MNpPULLMIO BPeEMsi MpeAcTaBUTb BaM Koe-Kakume (aKTbl.
OpaboHa roBopwus, YTO Bbl C/AbIWAIN CEFOAHA B My3ee cobaumnii
BM3r. A 3HaeTe /M Bbl, YTO 3TO O3Hayaer?

J>xkoHC B3gporHyn. HecMoTps Ha Bce cBOe NH06GOMbITCTBO,
OH 6bln Obl pag ybpaTbcA oOTclOfa, He A0XKMAAACb HUKaKUX
06BbACHEHWIA, NPOMMBAKOLLMX CBET Ha Te 06CTOATE/IbCTBA, KOTO-
pble TaK 033aJa4yu/in ero elle HecKosibKo 4YacoB Hasajg. Ho Pog-
Xepc 6bin HeymMonuMm. OH Hayan MeffieHHO NOAHWMMATbL Kpaii
MELLKOBMHbI, MO KOTOPOW nexkana pasfaBrfieHHasi, 6ecdop-
MeHHas Mmacca, 1 [pKOoHC fJaxke He cpasy coobpaswus, 4To 3TO
Takoe. Korpga-to, cyad no BceMy, 3TO 6bl0 XKMBbIM Cyllie-
CTBOM, KOTOpOe KaKasi-TO HeBeposTHas cuaa Chawowmna,
BbiCOCasia U3 Hero BCHO KPOBb, MPOH3UMA ThICAUBLK OCTPbIX XXas
W, NepeniomMaB BCE KOCTW, MpeBpaTWia B HEJIEMYH MCKOBEPKaH-
Hyt0 rpyay. BHe3anHo [>XOHC MoHAM, 4TO 3TO Takoe. [lepep
HAM OblIM  OCTaHKM cobaky — No-BUAMMOMY, [A0CTaTOUHO
KPYNHO ocobu cBeTnoi mactu. MNopoay ee onpepenntb 6bi1o
HEBO3MOXHO, MOCKOJIbKY C06aKy n3ypoaoBann cambiM YXKac-
HbIM 06pa3om. MoYTU BCSA LUEPCTb XXMBOTHOIO 6blia 6yATO Obl
BbDKXKEHa KUCMOTOW, M 06HaXKeHHas 6ecKpoBHas KoXka M306u-
noBana 6ecYMUCNeHHbIMU KPYT/bIMW OTBEPCTUSIMU OT MPOKOJIOB.
Kakue NbITKM MOrNn NpuUHeCTU NOA06Hble pe3ynbTaTthbl, TPYAHO
6b110 BOO6GPa3nTb.

OTBpalleHne, nepenosiHsBLUee [P>KOHCa, BbIpBa/IOCh Hapy-
XKY, U OH BCKOYMA C MEeCTa C SPOCTHbIM KPUKOM:

— Bbl, NPOKAATLIN cymacluegwmnini cagucT, genaete nogob-
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Hble BELLM U ellle OCMe/lMBaeTeCcb pa3roBapmBaTb C MOPSLOY-
HbIMW NOAbMUN?!

Pogykepc OTAYCTUA MELIKOBUHY W, 3/106HO YXMbIASACH,
nocmoTpen B NUUo npubnmkaslemyca [pKoHcy. 3aTeMm 3aro-
BOPW/T HEOXXMJAHHO CMOKOMHbLIM TOHOM:

— Heyxenu Bbl, raynew, gymaeTe, OyATO 3TO caenan s?
A MOry cornacuTbCsl, 4YTO pe3ynbTaT BbIMAAUT Manonpveie-
KaTe/lbHO C Hallei, 4eslI0BeYeCKOW TOYKM 3peHus. Hy n uto un3
3T0ro? OHO — He 4Yesi0BeK, W He MpeTeHAyeT Ha TOo, YTO6bl UM
6bITb. A 3TO NMLWb caMOe 0ObIYHOE >XXepTBOMPUHOLLEHMe. [a, g
oTaan cobaky Emy. Ho Bce octanbHoe caenano OHO, a He f.
EMy Hy)XHa 6blna >MBUTeNbHasA cuna XepTBbl, U1 OHO nony-
ynnio ee. A Tenepb S XOo4y NoKasaTb BaM, Kak OHO BbIrISguT.

[Moka [>KOHC cTOAN B HepewmnTenbHocTu, Poaxepc Bep-
HY/CA K CBOEMY CTONy W B35/1 B PyKM hoTorpacduio, KOTOpyHo
OH MpeXxxae OT/IOKWUA B CTOPOHY M300paXKeHMEM BHU3. Tenepb
OH MpPOTSAHYN ee [XOHCY. TOT B35/ CHAMOK W MalUMHa/IbHO
B3rNsAHYN Ha Hero. CnycTs HecKO/bKO MIHOBEHWUI OH YXKe He
MOr oTopBaTb OT doTorpadunm B3rnaga, MOCKONbKY TO, YTO
Obl/I0 Ha Hell M306paXKeHO, MPOCTO 3aBOpPaXKMBa/IO CBOEN
OTBpaTUTeNIbHOCTLIO. Be3 BCAKOro CoMHeHuA, Popykepc npe-
B30OLLeN caMoro cebsi, co3gaB TO CBEPXbECTeCTBEHHOe 4yfo-
BMLLE, YTO 3anevarsiena Kamepa Ha 3TOM CHUMKe. 3TO 6blI0
TBOPEHME MOUCTUHE [AbSBOMILCKOTO TFeHusl, U [KOHC coAapor-
HY/ICA MPU MbICAIM O TOM, KakK OHO OyAeT BOCNPUHATO ny6nu-
Koli. CTO/Ib OMepP3UTesIbHOE 3penuLle NPOCTO He MMeNo npasa
cyuiectBoBaTb! BO3MOXXHO, OAMH NULLbL BUA 3TOW TBapu nocne
TOro, Kak paborta Hag Heli 6blna 3aBeplueHa, OKOHYaTeNbHO
noBpeSun paccyfioK ee co3jaTens n 3acTaBui ero rnoKJIOHATLCS
CBOEMY [leTULLY, KaK HEKoeMy 60XeCTBY, MU COBEpLUATb YKEeCcTo-
KMe >XepTBOMPUHOLLEHUSA. TONbKO YesI0BEK C OYeHb KPEMKUMU
HepBaMW MOr YCTOSITb Mepes KOBapHbIMW HaMeKaMW Ha To,
6yATO 3TO uynoBuMLULe 6blI0 AENCTBUTENIbHO CyLLecTBOBaBLUel
KOrga-To 3K30TUYECKOM W ypoanvmBoi (opMoi XunsHu. [lo
KpaliHell mMepe Ha hoTorpadmm oHo co3gaBasno 3hPeKT HEMNOB-
TOpPUMOro npasgonogobus.

MN306parkeHHas Ha CHMMKe TBapb, MPUCEB Ha CBOUX 3aJHUX
KOHeYHOCTSAX, 6anaHcMpoBana Ha OrpoMHOM pPEe3HOM TPOHe,
ABNSBLLUEMCS TOYHOM KOMWel TOro, KoTopbii [)KOHC BUAeNn Ha
OJHOV 13 Npeablfylnx KapTodek. OnucaTtb ee 06bI4YHbIMU CNO-
BaMM OblNI0 HeNerko, Mo HUYTO MNOXOXKEe HUKOorga eule He
NpUXoAnn0 B TOMOBY HU OLHOMY HOPMa/lbHOMY 4Yesl0BEKY.
BO3MOXXHO, B Hel 6bl71I0 4TO-TO, HanmoOMMHaloLLee BbICLLIUX MO-
3BOHOYHbIX 3eMKN, XOTS 3TOr0 W Henb3sA 6bI10 CKasaTb € Non-
HOM yBepeHHOCTbO. Pa3mepbl 4ygoBuMuia 6blIN OFPOMHbLIMU,
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MOCKOJ/IbKY, AaXe MPUrHYBLUUCb, MOHCTP Obla MOYTWM BABOE
Bbille OpaboHbl, KOTOPbIA Ha CHUMKe CTOA/ PAAOM C HUM.
MpuUrnageslLINCL BHUMATESIbHEE, BCE >Xe MOXHO 6bI10 pasnu-
UNTb B O4YepTaHMAX CyliecTBa CXOACTBO CO CTPOEHMEM Tena
MO3BOHOYHbIX >XMBOTHbIX.

Uygosuue uvMeno nMoyTu LwWapoobpasHoe Ty/noBUle U
WeCTb AJ/IMHHBLIX W3BUMUCTbIX KOHEYHOCTel, 3aKaH4uBaB-
LINXCA KAELWHAMW Hanopobue Kpabbmx. Ha BepxHeM KOHLe
TYNoBULLLA HaxoAw/ca ewe OAWH Lap, pasMepoM MOMeHbLLE,
KOTOpbI/ BblAaBasncs crerka Briepes. PacnonoXkeHHble Ha HeMm
B BUAe TPeyrojibHMKa TPpW Hemurawwux pbibbux rnasa, rné-
KW, OAVHOM OKoMo ¢yTa, X060T M 4YTO-TO, MNOXOXKee Ha
»Kabpbl, N0 60Kam, MO3BOMAM0 MPEAMNOSIOKUTb, YTO 3TOT LIap
ABNSAETCA rofioBoii TBapwu. bonblwasa 4vacTb ee Tena 6bina
NOKpPbITa YeM-TO, 4YTOo [D>KOHC MOHayany MNPUHSAA 3a LUEepCTb,
0ofHaKo npu 6amxarillem paccMOTPeHMM 3TO OKasanocb ry-
CTOM MOpOC/bI0 TOHKUX TMOKUX wWynanew, Kaxaoe K3 KOTOo-
pbIX OKaH4YMBasloCb MasieHbKOM MacTbio, M3 KOTOPOWM TOop4asio
»Xano.

Ha ronose m 4yTb HWKe x060Ta wynanabua ObM 6onee
TONCTBIMW N WN3BUBAINCL Hanofobue 3MeeBUAHbIX JIOKOHOB
nereHfapHor Meaysbl OpProHbl. YTBEpXAeHue, 6yAaTO Mopga
nofo6HOM TBapy MOXXET MMeTb KaKoe-TO BblpaXkKeHWe, 3BYyUuT
napafokcasnbHO; OfAHaKo J[KOHC MNO4YTM KOXel 4yBCTBOBas,
YTO pPAacnoIOXKEHHbIE TPEYrosibHUKOM BbIMyYeHHble rfnasa wu
XULWHO MOAHATBIA X060T OYKBasibHO W3/y4aloT 3/10BeLLyH0
CMeCb a/l4HOCTU, APOCTU N abCOMKOTHOM XECTOKOCTU, a TakxXe
KaKUX-TO APYrMX 3MOLUIA, HENOCTMXKUMbIX 4718 HesI0BEYECKOro
pasyma. «B aTOM cpefoTOuYMWU YPOACTBA U rpoTecka,— pa3mbl-
wnan Jp)KoHC,— Hawslo cBOe BOMJIOWEeHNe Bce 6e3ymue, BeCb
onacHbIN 1 6ecYenoBeYHbIV CKYbNTYPHbIA reHnin Pogxkepca».
TBapb Kasanacb HEBEPOSAITHOM, HO B TO >Xe BpeMs dpoTorpagums
noaTeepXKjana ee cyl,ecTBOBaHue.

Popykepc npepBan ero pasMbiLUIEHUS.

— Hy nuto Bbl 0 Hem gymaete? Bam Bce elle HEMOHATHO,
YTO MOINO pasfaBuUTb Ty cobaKy W BbiCOCaTb M3 Hee KPOBb
MWI/IMOHOM CBOUX ManeHbKMX nacTei? EMy Hy)XHa 6blnia
KPOBb, N OyAeT Hy>XHa elle. OHO sABnseTcs 60XXKecTBOM, a A —
Ero BepxoBHbIii >kpel. Wal! LLy6-Hurrypart!..

J>KOHC C oTBpalLeHneM M COYYBCTBMEM OT/IOXKWUA dhoTorpa-
tuto.

— nMocnywaiite, Popgxepc, Tak He rogutcsa. EcTb ke
KaKom-To npegen. 3TO, KOHEYHO, Be/IMKOe MpOu3BedeHne U
BCe TaKoe, HO OHO OYeHb MJI0X0 Ha Bac felicTByeT. Bam nyuiie
He BMAeTb ero. Mycte OpaboHa paspywunT 3TOT «LUeAeBpP», W
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nonbiTaMTecb 60Mblle O HEM He AymaTtb. U1 no3BofibTe MHe
pa3opBaTb 3Ty OTBPaTUTEsIbHYIO hoTorpaguio.

OrpbI3HYBLUIKCL, PogyXKepc CXBaTu/l CHUMOK U y6pan ero B
ALMK CcTOoNa.

— Heyxenu Bbl, ngmnot, Bce eule aymaete, 4yto OHO —
nogfesnka?! Bbl 0o cux nop cumTtaeTe, yuto A caenan Ero cam, u
4YTO BCE MOM (PUrypbl — 3TO NULb MEpPTBbIA BOCK? YepT Bac
Bo3bMM! [a Bbl, OKa3blBaeTcd, rnaynee, 4yem 6blna 6bl Balla
BOCKOBas konmsa! Ho Tenepb y MeHSA eCTb HeoCrnopumoe AoKa-
3aTe/IbCTBO, M OHO BaM CKOpo OyfeT npefcTaBfieHo! He ceii-
yac, a HeMHOro no3»e, Nockosibky OHO eLle He rOoTOBO K OYe-
peaHoii >keptBe. Ho Torga... BaMm He nNpuaeTcsa COMHEBATbCA B
Ero mown!

Korpa Popykepc BHOBb B3rnfAHy/n Ha 3arafoydHylo [Bepb C
TSHKeNbIM BUCAYMM 3aMKOM, [PKOHC B35i/1 CBOKO LWAAMNY U Moj-
HAMNCA CO CKambMU.

— Xopowo, Pogkepc, NycTb Mo3xe. A ceiyac s AO/HKeH
natn. 9 ewe 3aligy 3asTpa. ogymaiiTe Haj, MOMIM COBETOM.
Mo>eT 6biTb, OH MOKaXkeTcA BaMm pasyMHbIM. Cnpocute Opa-
60HY, 4TO OH AymaeT Mo 3TOMY MOBOAY.

Pomxepc ockanun 3ybbl B 3/10pafHON YCMELLKe.

— HyxHo ngtn, ga? 4rto, ncnyranmcb HakoHey? Ucnyra-
nncb nocne Bcex Bawux 6paBblX pa3roBopoB? Bbl e camu
TONbKO 4TO rOBOpPWAX, BYATO BCe 3TU (IUIypbl — OAMH NULb
BOCK, & Korja f pewunsn foka3aTb BaM, 4YTO 3TO He Tak, 6pocu-
nucb HayTek! Bbl Bpoge Tex CMesib4akKoB, KOTOpble 6UNUCL CO
MHOM 06 3aknaf, 4TO CMOTYT MPOBECTU B My3ee HOYb — OHU
NPUXoauAN crofa o4veHb 604pO, HO yXKe 4epe3”Nyac HaunHau
opaTb M KONOTUTb B ABepb! XoTwuTe, 4To6bLI 5 cnpocun Opa-
60HYy, fa? BeuHo Bbl 06a NpoTUB MeHA! Bbl XOTUTE paspyLLnNTb
Ero rpapgylwee 3emMHoe LapcTBO?

J>KOHC ocTaBasicd HEeBO3MYTUMBIM.

— Hert, Popg)epc, HUKTO HWYEro npoTMB Bac He WMeeT.
1 BOBCE He 60KCb 3TUX M3BASHUM W COBEPLUEHHO WCKPEeHHe
BOCXMLLLAOCb BalIMM WMCKYCCTBOM. [1poCcTO cerogHA Mbl Hem-
HOro NepeHepBHMYANN, N MHE KaXKeTCH, YTO He60/bLUOW OTAbIX
norigeTr Ham 060OMM Ha MO/b3y.

Ho Pop)epc cHoBa nperpagun CBOEMY TOCTHO MNYTb.

— 3HauuT, He 6ouTecb, ga? A NoYemy >Ke BaM TakK He Tep-
nuTcs yiiTn otctoga? Mocnywalite, a MOXET 6bITb, Bbl cOrna-
CUTeCb OCTaTbCA 3[4eCb Ha HOYb — OAWH B MOMHOW TeMHOTe?
K yemy Bam cnewwnTb, ecnv Bbl He BepuTe B Ero cyu,ectsoBa-
Hne?

Bugnmo, Pogxkepcy npuwia B rosioBy Kakasd-TO HOBas
naes.
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— Ja A, B o6lem, HMKyJa U He Toponstcb,— 6e3pas-
JINYHO OTBETWJ/T [P)KOHC, BOMPOCUTE/IbHO MOCMOTPEB HA HEero.—
Ho uyero Mbl go6bemcsl, ecnu s OCTaHyCb W MNpoBedy 37ecb
HOYb? YUTO 370 goKaxkeT? [a M K TOMY >Xe, 3[eCb OYeHb Hey-
[Oo6HO cnaTb. Bca aTa 3aTesd He MNPUHECET HaM  HUKaKoi
Nnonb3bl.

Ho TyT [>KOHCca OCeHWs0, U y>XKe NMPUMUPUTESIbHbIM TOHOM
OH MPOLOIKUI:

— Bwnpgute nn, Popgykepc, A TONbLKO YTO CKasas, YTo ocTa-
BaTbCA 3[eCb COBepLUEHHO 6eccMbICNeHHO. OfHAKO 3TO He COB-
ceM Tak. OTO pokas3ano 6bl, YTO BCe BalKW 4yAoBuLa —
NMPOCTO KyK/bl, N He CrnefyeT faBaTb TaK MHOMo BOMM CBOEMY
BOOOpaXKeHM0, Kak 3To fenaete Bbl. lMpeAnonoXum, s ocTa-
Hycb. Ho ecnn A npobyay 34ecb A0 yTpa, U Npy 3TOM CO MHOM
HUYero He CNy4yuUTCHA, TO COrNacuUTeCb IN Bbl XOTb HEMHOIO
rnepecmMoTpeTb CBOW B3rAAbI? Hanpumep, noegete Kyaa-
HUOYAb OTAOXHYTb Mecsua Ha Tpu U npukaxete OpaboHe
YHUUYTOXUTb 3TOT Ball HOBbIA 3KcroHaT... PewanTeck! TMo-
MOeMy, 3TO 4ecTHaa wurpa.

Mo BbipaxKeHMIO nnua Poaykepca TPYAHO ObI10 onNpeaenunTh,
YTO OH WUCMbITLIB/T B 3TOT MOMeHT. O4eBNAHO, OH B3BeLUWBAs
BCe 3a W NMPOTUB, U HaKOHeL, >XefaHne BOCTOP>KecTBoBaTbL Hat
CBOUM HeJOBEPYMBLIM TOCTEM B35/10 BepX.

r- Xopouwo! A Bocnonb3yCb BaliM COBETOM, HO TOJIbKO
Nnpu ycnoBumn, 4TO Bbl BbIAEPXUTE BCE UCMbITAHWE [0 KOHUA.
Celiuac Mbl noobefaeM B KakOM-HMOyAb pecTopaHe U Bep-
Hemcs cloga. {1 3anpy Bac B BbICTABOYHOM 3asie U yiiay AOMOIA,
a YTpOM BepHYyCb, Jae paHblle OpaboHbl,— a OH MPUXOAUT
crofa 3a nosvaca A0 OTKPbITUA — W NPOBEpPIo, Kak y Bac fena.
Ho ecnun Bbl He CAWLLKOM yBepeHbl B cebe, He Hag0 MCKyLLaTb
cyabby. Bce BawuM npefllecTBEHHUKW He BblAepXXUBaIM U
oTcTynann. A v Bam [al0 TaKylo >Xe BO3MOXXHOCTb. Ecnu Bbi
byfeTe rPOMKO CTy4yaTb BO BXOAHYHO [Bepb, TO HENMPeMeHHO
npuefedeTe BHAMaHMe KOHCTe6MA. A Aymato, YTO OYeHb CKOPO
BaM CTaHeT He Mo cebe — BeAb Bbl OyaeTe HaXO4UTLCA B O4HOM
30aHMM ¢ Hum, XOTA M B OPYroi KomHarte.

Pogykepc nogHAn c nofa MELIKOBUHY, 3aBepHYn B Hee
OCTaHKM cob6aku W, NOAXBaTUB CBOK OTBPATUTESIbHYIO HOLUY,
HanpaBW/ICA K ABepu, BefyLlel Ha NPOMbIIeHHbIA 3aaHWIA ABOP.
B UeHTpe ABopa MMeNCcA KaHann3auuoHHbIA 0K, 1 Pogxkepc
NOAHAN €ro KpbILWKY CTOMb MPUBbLIYHLIM [ABUMXKEHWEM, 4YTO 3TO
3acTtaBuno [I>KoHca COAPOrHyThCA. MeLoK M OCTaHKU XXUBOT-
HOFO WUCYe3NNM B TeMHOTe MOA3EMHbIX NabUPUHTOB. [XKOHC
nepefepHyn nnevyamm v 6pesrsiMBo OTLIATHY/ICA OT A0/TOBA30M
CyTynoi ¢urypbl CBOero BMK3aBWu.
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Mo B3aMMHOMY cOrnawleHuio, OHW pewwunnn He obepatb
BMeCTe, a [O0roBOPUAINCL BCTPETUTLCA B OAMHHagLUaTb y [Be-
peii Mys3es.

[>xoHC nolimMan Takcu W B3[0XHYN HEMHOro cBOGOAHee,
KOrga MallmMHa nepecekna MOCT Bartepsioo n Bnepegy noka-
3acAa ApKOo ocBelleHHbIM CTpaHg. OH noobefan B TUXOM YHOT-
HOM Mabe, a 3aTeM OTnpaBu/ca K cebe Ha MopTtneHa-lneiic,
uTObbl MPUHATL BaHHY W 3axBaTUTb Koe-Kakue Bewum. Ony-
CTUBLINCL B TEMJIYIO MPO3paydHyro BOA4Y, OH JSIEHUBO nofymas o
TOM, YTO B 3TOT MOMeHT pgenaet Popykepc. JXKOHC 3Han, 4Tto
TOT >XMBET Ha YO0/BOpPT-poyL B OrPOMHOM MpayHOM [OMe,
3ano/IHEHHOM MaJIOM3BECTHBIMU W 3ampeLeHHbIMU OPEBHUMU
KHUrammn, pasHbIMW OKKY/IbTHbIMU MPUHAAIEXHOCTAMU U BOC-
KOBbIMW M3BaAHUAMM, KOTOPbLIM HE HaLl/IOCb MecTa B My3ee.
OpaboHa, HacKoNbKO Obl/I0 M3BECTHO [I)KOHCY, TOXE XU B
3TOM [OMe B CBOMX OTAe/IbHbIX anapTamMeHTax.

PoBHO B oanHHaguaTb J)KOHC nogoLuen K ABepsMm My3es Ha
CayTBOpPK-CTPUT U yBUAen oxugaswero ero Pogkepca. Oba
6bII HEMHOTOC/MOBHbI, HO KaXKAblA OLLyLla/l Kakoe-TO Hanps-
>KeHue, C/I0BHO MpeAyvyBCTBYS OMAacHOCTb. OHW Mpuwnu K
cornaweHuo, 4YTo MEeCTOM TMpPeACcTOoALero HOYHOro 64eHus
6yLeT cBoAYaTbl BbICTAaBOYHbINM 3an. Pogykepc pewumn He Ha-
cTamBaTb, 4TO0Obl [PKOHC pPacrosioKUICA B OTFOPOXKEHHOM
anbkoBe y»kacoB. [locne 3TOro Xo3sinH My3es roracusa Becb
CBET C MOMOLLLIO BbIK/OUaTeNer, pPacrnofioXKeHHbIX B MacTep-
CKOM, W 3anep ABepb 3TOro CKiena Ha K4y, Jaxke He MoxXas
CBOEMY TOCTIO PYKW, OH BbllUen BO ABOP 4epe3 [ABepb Mactep-
CKOWi, 3anep ee 3a CO60M M NOAHANCSA NO CTEPTbIM CTyMeHbKam
Ha TpoTyap. Korga 3ByK ero waros ctux, [>KOHC MOHAN, 4TO
Jonrasg M CKy4yHas HOYb Ha4asnach.

7

Mo3)e, B KPOMELUHOM TeMHOTe CBOAYATOro 3ana, [yKOoH
NPOK/SAA Ty AETCKYH HaMBHOCTb, YTO MpuBena ero ctoga. Mep-
Bble Mofiyaca, CUAs Ha CKaMelike 4N MoceTUTeNeid, OH BPeMsi
OT BPEMEHW 3aXKUTas CBOW KapMaHHbI/i (hoHapb, OAHAKO Mo-
CTeNeHHO MOHSAS, YTO 3TO AelicCTBYET Ha HePBbl eLle CUJIbHee,
YeM MNPOCTO cufeHMe B TeMHoTe. Kaxablli pas ny4d doHaps
BbIXBaTblBa/l M3 MpaKa HOBbI/i 3M10Belnii 06beKT — rUbO-
TUHY, KaKoro-HMbyab 6e3bIMAHHON0 MOHCTPa, Ybe-TO 6/1efHOE,
37106 M KOBapHOe Nuuo C rycToii 60poAoii wmnmM 3aiuTbii
KPOBbIO TPYM C nepepe3aHHbIM FopsioM. [>XOHC co3HaBasl, uTo
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BCE 3TW MNpeAMeTbl HMKAK He CBS3aHbl C pPeasibHOCTbH0, OAHAKO
yXXe CMAycTA nonyaca OH npegnoyven 6bl HUKOrAa 6osblue He
BUAETb UX.

M 4To ero AepHyso CMesATbCA Had 3TMM CyMacLueflinm?
Fopa3fo npolle 6bI10 OCTaBUTbL €ro B MOKOE WAN e Bbl3BaTb
ncmxuatpa. Bo3aMoXxHO, pasmbIwnsAn [yKOHC, BCe Aeno TyT B
UYYBCTBE CO/IMAAPHOCTM OAHOr0 XyLOXHWKa C ApyruMm. Bce-
Taky Pomxepc 6bin Ype3BblUaiHO TanaHTIUB W BMOMHE 3acny-
>XMUBan nomowin B 60pbbe CO CBOel pa3BuBaloLLeiics MaHWe.
J1io60in 4yenoBek, KOTOPbIA CMOr 6bl BOOGpa3uMTb U cO3[aTb
CTO/Mb W30LPEHHbIE N HEBEPOSITHO peasINCTUYHbIe Mpou3Beje-
HWSA, onpegeneHHO 6/M30K K MOA/IMHHOW TFeHWanbHOCTU. OH
o6nagan nNouctTuHe (heHomMeHaslbHbIM BOOGpadKeHMEM, KOTOpoe
COeIVHANOCL B ero pabotax ¢ MopasvTeslbHO OTTOUYEHHbIM Ma-
CTEPCTBOM.

Cneposano cnpaeefivBo MpuU3HaTb, YTO Pogykepc caenan
LN Mmpa y>KacoB CTO/IbKO, CKOMIbKO He yAanoch caenatb BCeM
ero npeawecTBeHHNUKaM, BMeCTe B3SITbIM.

BHe3anHo w©3 TeMHOTbl JOHEC/IUCb OTAaNeHHble yAapbl
yacoB, ObHOLWWX MNOMHOYL, W [PKOHC HeMHOro npuobos-
puncsl, ycnblaB 3TOT CUTHaN U3  pPeaslbHOro  BHELLHEro
MMpa, KOTOPbIA, OKa3blBaeTCs, MPOAO/HKaS CMOKOWHO cylie-
CTBOBaTb 3a CTEHaMW 3TOr0 KoOLIMapHoro 3ana. Ceoguyartoe
nomelleHMe CBOUM MOSIHEMLINM OAMHOYECTBOM HanoOMWHAa0
Moruny. Jaxe Mbiwb 6blna 6bl B 3TOM 06CTaHOBKe MoaxoAs-
wen kKomnaHwer. OpfHako Pomkepc Kak-TO MoxBacTascs,
UTOo «B CWJ1y ONpeaeseHHbIX MPUUYUH» HU OfHA Mbillb AN AadKe
HaceKoOMOe HUKOrja He npubnukaetcss K 3ToMy mecty. Kak
HW CTPaHHO, HO 3TO, MO-BUAMMOMY, [AEACTBUTENbHO ObINIO
TaK. JIMWEeHHas MNPU3HAKOB >XU3HW TULUMHA 6blia MpakTu-
YecKn abconoTHOM. XOoTb Obl UTO-HMOYAbL MPOM3BOAUMO 3[4€EChb
Kakue-To 3BYKu!.. [>KOHC LUAPKHY/T HOFOW, U eMy OTBETU/IO
3n0Bellee 3x0. OH KawWAsHYN, U OTPaXKeHHble KaMeHHbIMU
CBOAAMU 3BYKWM MPO3ByYasn B KPOMELUHOW TbMe, KakK U3aeBa-
TeNnbCcKas HacMellKa. JPKOHC MOKAANCA HU MpU Kakux o6CTos-
TeNbCTBaxX He pasroBapmpBaTb C camMuMm c060ii. C ero To4Ku
3peHus, 3TO 6bL10 6bl MPOSB/EHWEM HEMPOCTUTENLHOM cna-
60CTV M NPU3HAKOM MOJSIHOTO MOPA/IbHOFO PasfoXeHus. Bpewms
TEK/I0 HEBbIHOCMMO MeAJ/IeHHO. [>XXOHC MOr MOK/SICTbCS, YTO C
Tex MOp, Kak OH nocnefHwuii pa3 3axkuran cBoi oHapb,
NPOLLO Y>Ke HEeCKONbKO 4acoB, OAHAKO Oblna eLle BCero fuvilb
MOJSIHOYb.

OH 04eHb xoTes 6bl, YTOObI €ro YyBCTBa XOTb HEHaAO/ro
npuTynunaucs. Ho okpy>awwmii Mpak n 6e3mosiBUe HacTosIbKO
060CTpUIN BOCMPUATUE, YTO TeMnepb ero Mo3r OTK/AMKascs
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Jaxe Ha camble cnabble pasgpaxuTtenv. BpemeHamu cnyx
[>KOoHCa ynaBnMBan KaKOW-TO HEACHbIA  LWenecT, [AOHO-
CUBLUMICA, MO-BUAVMMOMY, C HOYHbIX YyAWL, U Torga OH
HauMHan AymaTb O TaKUX HeyMeCTHbIX Beljax, Kak
My3blKa HEBUAUMbBIX Cep M HernocTUXKMmasi, TanHCTBEHHas
>XN3Hb B APYrMX M3MepPeHUsIX, BO3AEMCTBYIOLMX Ha Hall Mup.
Pomxepc TOXe 4acTeHbKO pas3rnarosbCTBOBas 0O MOA06HbIX
BeLLlax.

LiBeTHble NATHa, NPOMN/bIBaloLIMe B TEMHOTe nepes Hamps-
YKEHHbIMU rNa3amMu [y)KoHca, NMOCTENMEHHO CTa/IN YNopsiloueHHO
BbICTpamBaTtbCs, 06pa3ysa [OBOJMILHO JHO6GOMbITHbIE (Urypbl.
I>KoHC Bcerga yavBAAACA 3TOMY HEMOHATHOMY CBEYEHMIO,
KOTOpOe, MpUX0AA M3 KaKUX-TO HeBeAOMbIX TybuH, Bcerga
BO3HMKAET nepej HalMMW rnasamMv B MOSHOW TEMHOTE, HO OH
HUKOrAa He Ayman, 4YTO OHO MOXET BecTu cebs noAo6HbIM
06pa3om. MATHa yTpaTUAN CBOK 06bIYHYK 6eCNOpPSA0UYHOCTb U
Tenepb KPY>XMIUCb KakK Obl C ONpeAenieHHON Lesbio, HeAOCTYM-
HOW, 0AHAaKO, HaweMy MOHUMaHUIo.

3aTeM y Hero BO3HWK/O CTPaHHOE OulylleHWe KakKoro-To
6/IM3KOro ABWMKEHUS. Bce ABepu M OKHa ObIV 3aKpbITbl, HO B
TO >e Bpemsl [)KOHC 4yBCTBOBAS1, YTO BO34YyX B MOMELLEHNN He
COBCEM HemnoABuKeH. W Kpome TOro, 6bI1I0 HEecTeCTBEHHO
X0/104HO. Bce 3TO o4eHb He HpaBmnocb [pKoHcy. Bo3ayx umen
Cnerka cosioHoBaTbIlvi NPUBKYC, 6YATO Obl B HEM PacTBOPUAIUCH
MU/IMOHBI MefibYailLMX MOPCKMX BpPbI3T, U BA06ABOK KO BCEMY
BMOJIHE SBCTBEHHO OLLyLancs cnabbiii 3anax rHUAN U NIeCEHN.
[Hem OH HMKOrja He 3ameuasl, YTobbl BOCKOBble PUTypbl KakK-
HMbyab nmaxnu. Ho pgaxke ceiiyac eMy He BepusioCb, YTO OHU
MOryT MMeTb MMEHHO TaKoW 3anax. 3TO HarnoMMHaNo cKopee
«apomar» 06pa3uoB M3 300/10FMYecKoro myses. Bce ato 6bis10
O4YeHb NHOGOMbITHO, €CN MPUHSTL BO BHUMaHWe HeoAHOKpaT-
Hble 3anBreHMs Pof)epca O eCTeCTBEHHOM MPOMCXOXAEHUN
HEKOTOPbIX 3KCMOHATOB. XOTS BO3MOXHO, UYTO WMMEHHO 3TU
3asB/IeHNs1 N 3acTaBuAM pasym [pKoHca MopofauTb Takue 060-
HATeNbHble 06pa3bl. Hy>KHO ocTeperatbcs 4Ype3MepHON Urpbl
BOOOpaXkeHUs — pa3Be He OHa CBena c yma befHary Pog-
»xepca?

OfHaKo MOJ/IHOE OfMHOYECTBO MOCTENEHHO CTAHOBMWJ/IOCh
nyralowmm. [axe oThanieHHbIn 60 4acoB Kasancs Tenepb
MAYWUM U3 KaKUX-TO HeaoCcsaraeMbIX KOCMWUYECKUX Ty6GUH.
Bce 370 3acTaBnisio [>KoHca BCMOMUHATbL O TOM XXYTKOM ¢hoTo-
rpacmun, KOTOpPyH Be4yepoMm Mokasan emy Pofykepc — MOKpbI-
Tble PE3HbIMU YKPALUEHUSIMU CTEHbl OFTPOMHOrO 3ana, 3arafou-
HbI TPOH, ABASKOLWMIACA, N0 cnoBaM Pogkepca, 4acTbi PYVH,
3aTepsiHHbIX B OMNAaCHbIX W HeAOCTYMHbIX Fy6uHax APKTUKMU.
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Bo3amoxkHO, Pogykepc M [OelicTBUTENbHO 6OblBasl Ha AJISCKeE,
ofHaKo 3Ta hotorpapma He morna 6biTb HAYEM WHBLIM, KPOME
KaK MacTepCKOW MHCLEHUPOBKOM. VHave 6bITb NPOCTO He MOr-
no, BeAb BCe 3TU pe3Hble YKpalLleHUS W3 C/IOHOBOW KOCTU U
3/10BelMe CUMBOJ/Ibl He YK/aAblBa/ICb HU B Kakue MbICIUMble
pamMku. A 3Ta u4ygoBuuiHas TBapb, $SKOObI HalgeHHas Ha
TPOHE — KaKol 6e3yAep>KHbIi Nonet 60se3HeHHON haHTasum!
J>KOHC 3agymasncs o TOM, HacKo/IbKO [afieKo OH ceilvac Haxo-
ANTCA OT 3TOro cymaclleflero BOCKOBOro Leespa. BepoaT-
HO, OH XPaHWUTCA 3a TOW TAXKENOM [BepPbl C BUCAYUM 3aMKOM B
MacTepckoii. Bnpouem, He3aueM pa3mbIlLIATE O KAKOM-TO BOC-
KOBOM W3BastHUW. Pa3Be B 3TOi KOMHaTe He MOMHO TaKux
duryp, KoOTOopble He MeHee CTpalliHbl, 4YeM MpecnoByToe
«OHO»? A 3a TOHKOW Meperopoakoii crieBa HaxoguTcsa oTaene-
HVe «TONbKO A8 B3POC/bIX» C ele 60nee OTBPATUTEIbHLIMU
MOHCTPaMM...

Bnnsocte 6ecHmMCrieHHbIX BOCKOBbLIX (huUryp Bce 6osiblie um
6onbLUe feicTBOBasa [pPKOHCY Ha HepBbl, MO Mepe TOro Kak
yacbl BAaneke oTomBanM Kaxable NATHagUaTb MUHYT. OH Hac-
TO/IbKO XOPOLUO 3Ha/1 My3el, UTO He MOr oTAenaTtbCA OT WX
3pUTeNbHbIX 06pa3oB fake B MofHol TemHoTe. Bonee Toro,
TeMHOTa faBasa 6e3rpaHnUYHbIA MPOCTOP BOOGpPaXKEHWUID, KOTO-
poe cTpeMuaocb A06aBUTb K 3HaKOMbIM KapTWHaM Hecylle-
cTBylOWMe fgetanu. Kasanocb, YTO rMiIbOTUHA MOCKPUMbIBAET,
a 6opogatoe nuuo JlaHapy — ybuiiubl MATMAECATM CBOUX
YXEH — UCKPUBASETCA B CafMCTCKOW rpumace. V13 nepepesaH-
HOW rNOTKM Madam [umepe [LOHOCATCA >KYyTKue OGynbKatoliume
3BYKW, a 6e3ronoBasd u 6e3Horas >epTBa 4eTBEPTOBaHMUSA
NnbiTaeTca npuban3nTbes K J)KOHCY Ha CBOMX OKPOBABMEHHbIX
06py6Kax KOHeyHOCTeW. [KOHC Hayan 4acTo MopraTb,
NbiTasiCb OTOrHaTb OT ce6s 3T o06pasbl, HO 3TO HE MPUHECO
ycrnexa. U Kpome TOro, Korga OH 3aKpblBan rnasa, CTpaHHble
ynopsifoveHHble CBETOBbIE MATHA CTAHOBUIUCL 60Nee OTUYETNU-
BbIMMW.

3ateM OH BAPYr Hayas NblTaTbCA YAep>kaTb B CBOEM BOOO-
paXKeHUN Te KapTWHbI, KOTOPble Npexie nbiTancsa ot cebs oTo-
rHaTb, MOCKOJIbKY OHW, Ucyesasd, ycTynaaum MecTo elle 6osee
y>XacHbIM BugeHUsAM. Ho Borpekn Bosie [)KOHCa, B ero namaTu
Ha4a/M BOCKpecaTb COBEPLUEHHO HEMbIC/IMMbIE YpOoAbl, MU306-
paXKeHUs1 KOTOPbIX CKPbIBa/IMCb B CaMbIX TEMHbIX Yrojikax
My3esl, U 3TW HEeYK/KMUEe MOHCTPbl, W3BMBasACb W coYach
CN3blo, NPUGAMKANIUCL K HEMY, OKPY>Kasi M/IOTHbIM KOJ1bLOM.
OrpomHbIA 4epHbli 60r Llatorrya w3 [unep6opewn, LueBens
COTHSIMUN NeAsHbIX PYAMMEHTapHbIX KOHEYHOCTEN, pacnpocTep
CBOW Kpbl/ibs, NPUrOTOBMBLUNCL GPOCUTLCS M 3a4yLLINTb HOY-
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Horo Habnwpgatens. [pKOHC efBa yAep)asics OT TOro, 4Tobbl
BCKPUKHYTb. OH MOHMM&JI, 4YTO K HEMYy BO3BpallaloTcA 06bl-
KHOBEHHblE [eTCKue CcTpaxu, W N03ToOMy TBEpPAO peLwns
MCNosib30BaTh BCE CBOE B3pocsioe 6naropasymue, 4Tobbl OTO-
rHaTb OT cebs 3TUX NpU3pakoB. ocsie MUHYTHOrO pasfymbs
J>KOHC 3a)ker (ooHapb, W 3TO cnerka nomorso. Kakmmu 6bl
NyralvwmMmm HM 6biNn CueHbl, BO3HMKaBLLUKE B nyve hoHaps,
OHW BCe >Ke He WM HW B KakKOe CpaBHeHWe C TeM, 4TO
pucoBasio B MOMIHOM TEMHOTE €ro pasbirpaBLUeecss BoObparke-
Hue.

OpfHako ob6neryeHue 6bII0 Heponrvm. [axke nNpu cBeTe
hoHapsa OyKoHC He MOr U36aBUTbLCA OT OLUYLLLEHWUS, YTO NOJSOT-
HAHasA 3aHaBecka, OTAefnAowas anbkKoB «TOMbKO AnA B3pOC-
Nbix», cnerka nogparnsaeT. OH BCMOMHWA, 4YTO HaxoAuTCs
nosafn Hee, N HEBOJ/IbHO COAPOrHyscA. B namsaTtu BChbln
y>xacalouie ouepTaHusa nereHgapHoro Mor-CotoTa. 370 6bI10
BCEro /Wb CKOMJEHME MepeINBaloOWNXCA BCeMU UBeTaMu
pagyru wapos, HO TeM He MeHee OT B3r/1a4a Ha Hero y nboro
yefnioBeka fAaXke [AHeM MO cnMHe npo6erain Mypawikm. YTo,
eC/n BCA 3Ta AbSBOSbCKAA Macca cellvac MeAfleHHO npubnau-
XKAeTCA K HeMy, YXe ynupasacb B 3aHaBeCKy, BUCALLYI Ha
nytTn? Hebonbluasa BbINYKIOCTb TKaHW BO3/1€ ee MpaBoro Kpas
HanmoMuHana ocTpbli por Hog-Ke — NOKPbITOA  LWePCTbio
MNUNYECKON TBapW, >XUBLLEN, MO npefaHUsM, BO fbgax peH-
NaHgun 1 NepefBuraBLUECa MHOrda Ha ABYX Horax, MHorga Ha
yeTblipex, a MHOrga 1 Ha Bcex LwecTu. YTobbl pa3 M Hascerga
BbIOPOCUTL BCE 3TO M3 rOS1I0BbI, [>KOHC NOAHANCA U YBEPEHHbIM
LaromMm Hanpaswu/CcAa K MNPOKNATOMY asibKOBY, [epXa B PyKe
3aXOKEHHbIA (JOHapb. M KOHEYHO >Xe, BCe ero CcTpaxum oKasa-
nncb nycTbiMu haHTasusamu. Ho Bce-Taku, pa3Be He LUeBe-
NATCA wynanbua Ha ronose KTyny — MeanieHHO U eABa 3a-
MeTHO? [PKOHC 3Has1, YTO OHU TMbKMe, HO He Obin yBEPEH, YTO
Nlerkoe [JyHOBEHMWe, BbI3BAHHOE ero MpuobMKeHNEM, MOXKeT
3aCTaBUTb MX LUEBEINTHLCS.

OH BepHy/CA Ha CBOe MeCTO, 3aKpbln rnasa v pewwnsa, 4YTo
Nydlle y)X pasrnsagbiBaTb CUMMeTPUYHbIE LIBETHbIE NATHA. Baa-
NeKe 4acbl Npobunn oguH pas. Heyxxenu TosbKo 4yac? [)KOHC
3a)Ker (hoHapb W B3r/ISAHY/T HA CBOM HapydHble 4Yackl. [Ja, aeli-
CTBUTENbHO. Buammo, foxkaaTbes yTpa 6yaeT v B camMoM fene
HenpocTo. Poaxepc NosIBUTCA OKOJI0 BOCbMMU, elle A0 npuxona
OpaboHbl. A 3a30Nr0 A0 3TOr0 YXKe paccBeTeT, HO CloAa He
NPOHMKHET HW OAWH Ny4 cBeTa. Bce okHa B 3TOM nojgane
3a/10)KeHbl KUPMNYOM, KPOMe TpeX MasieHbKUX LUEe/IoYeK B Ma-
CTEPCKOW, KOTOpble BbLIXOAAT BO ABOP. OXXugaHwe He U3 npwu-
ATHbIX, YTO W rOBOPWUTL..,
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Tenepb [>XOHCa npecsefoBann y>xxe 1 CyxoBble TaiioLUn-
HauMm — OH MOr MOKNACTbCSH, YTO M3-3a 3aKPbITOW U 3anepTon
[Bepu MacTepcKoi OTYeTAMBO CAbILATCA TsKefble Kpagy-
Wuecs warn. HeTt, eMy HM B KOEM Cryyae He criefyeT ceiivac
AyMaTb O TOM CKPbITOW OT MmoceTuTenein TeBapu, KoTopyt Pog-
»Xepc HasblBaeT «OHO». 3Ta urypa npocto onacHa Ans 340-
poBbS — OHa Yy>Xe cBena ¢ yma Pomxepca, 1 faxke cosepuaHue
ee (hoTorpamu Bbi3blBaeT B BOOOPAKEHNN XKYTKUE KOLLUMAPbI.
OfHako, 4To 6bl TaM HM 6bl10, 3Ta TBapb HWKAK He Mor/ia
Haxo4uTbCA B MacTepPCKOM; HaBepHsKa OHa chnpsiTaHa 3a ToW
[BEPbIO C BUCAYMM 3aMKOM. A 3HaAuuT, 3TW LWarn — npocTo
urpa obmaHyTOoro cnyxa.

3aTeM emy Mnokasasnocb, 6yATO B ABEpU MacTepCKOW Hayan
Me[/IeHHO MOBOpaymMBaTbCA KMOY. [DKOHC 3axker hoHapb U C
obneryeHneM OTMETWU, 4YTO TsKenas fowatas [fBepb Haxo-
ONTCA B MNpPeXXHeM rMosioxeHnn. OH CcHOBa Moracun CBeT WU
3aKpbln rnasa, OfHAaKo Temnepb €My Moc/biwanca cnabbii
cKpun. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 He rMnbOTUHbI, & OCTOPOXXHO OTKPbI-
BAeMOW ABepU MacTepcKoii. TonbKo 6bl He 3akpuyatb! Ecnum oH
3aKpUUNT — OH nponas. Tenepb OblIM CMbIWHBLI Y)Xe MArKue
warv v OCTOPOXXHOe rollapKuBaHue, 1 3TU Lwarn npmnbnmxa-
nucb K OyxoHcy. OH JO/MKeH COXpaHATb caMmoobnagaHue. Beab
Y4anoch XXe eMy CrpaBuUTbCA € COBOM, KOorja ero OKpy>unm sce
caMble OTBpPaTUTe/IbHble MOPOXKAEHUSA YeNoBeYecKoW (haHTa-
3un. LWarun npubnmxanuco, U [pKOHC He Bblaep>kan. OH He
3aKpu4asl, HO, 3afblXasCb, XPUMI0 MNPOroBoOpun:

— K710 3pgecb? KTo Bbl Takoii? YTo Bam HYXHO?

OTBeTa He nocnefosano, LWapKaHbe MPOAO/IKAIOCh.
J>KOHC He 3Han, 4To CcTpalHee — 3aXedb (OHapb WM
ocTaBaTbCA B  TeMHOTe, MNOKa  Heu3BeCcTHaa  TBapb
O6ynet GecrnpenATCTBEHHO MNPUOAMXKATLCA K Hemy. CuTyauus
AABHO OT/IMYanacb OT BCeX APYrUX Y>XKAcOB CerofHsALHEro
Beyepa. [PKOHC CYLOPOXXHO CrNOTHY/, PYKUM €ero aApoxanwu.
MonyaHue n abconoTHad TeMHOTa CTAaHOBUJ/TNUChL MPOCTO HEBbI-
HOCUMMbIMU, U Torga [>KOHC WUCTEPUYECKM BbIKPUKHYN: «CToMA!
KTo 3peco? — u Hanpaswui nepej cobon nyd  doHaps.
A 3aTeM, oLerneHeB OT y»kaca, 6eCrioMOLLHO BbIPOHWU DOHapb
M NPOH3UTENbHO 3akpuyan. M He of4uH, a HeCKO/IbKO pa3 noj-
psag.

B TemHOTe K HeMy nojKpafbiBanacb rMraHTCcKas ypoanu-
Bas TBapb, MOX0Xas TO /M Ha 06e3bsiHY, TO 1N Ha OrPOMHOe
HacekomMoe. Ee LKypa cBucasa >XUPHbIMW CKAagkKamu, a Ha
MeCTe rofoBbl U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY packauunBascs KaKon-To
MOPLUMHUCTBIA 06pY6OK € MepTBEHHbIM B3rNs40M abCcoMTHO
nycTblX, OCTeKNeHeBWNX B 6e3ymuu rnas. lepefHue nanbl
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Uy[0BMLLA C OFTPOMHBIMWU OCTPLIMU KOTFTSIMW ObIIN LUMPOKO pa-
CTOMbIPELbl, a BCe €ro Tesi0 CKOBbIBA/IO TYMoe arpeccuBHOE
HanpsbkeHVe. B To >Xe Bpemsi Ha MopZe TBapu MOJIHOCTbIO
OTCYTCTBOBa/I0 BCSIKOE BblpaXeHue. locne TOro Kak KpuKu
npekpaTuIncb M hoHapb norac, TBapb MNpbIrHy/a U BO MIHOBe-
HWe okKa npugaesuna [pkoHca K nony. bopbbbl He 6b110, Tak
Kak [>KOHC cpasy >ke MoTepsi/i CO3HaHue.

Ho, no Bceii BepoATHOCTW, OOMOPOK MPOAOIHKAICS
HeAo/Nro, MOCKOMbKY, Korga /[pPKOHC OuYHyncs, TBapb Bce
elle Heyk/XKe Taluia ero no noay. A 3BYKW, KOTOpble
OHa M3gaBasa Mpu 3TOM — WX, BEpHee, ee rosoc — 3acTa-
BW/IN €ro OKOHYaTeNbHO MPUIATK B cebs. Monoc 6bin Yenose-
Yeckuii n, 6onee TOro, 4pesBblHaHO 3HaKOMbIA. 3a 3TUMM
XpUMNAbIMA  INXOPaA0YHbIMW  3aBbIBaHWSIMW, BOCMEBAKOLL MU
Hen3BecTHoe 60XKeCTBO, MOF CKpbIBaTbCA TO/IbKO OAWH Yeso-
BEK.

— Na! Wal — pesena TBapb.— A ugy, o PaH-TeroT, u
Hecy Tebe nuuly. Tbl XAa1 O4eHb AO/TO, HO Temnepb A AaM Tebe
BCe, 4TOo obewan. N paxe 6onblwe, 1M60 Kpome OpabOHbI
Hallencs elie oAVH MAMOT, KOTOPbIA COMHeBasca B Tebe. Tol
pa3faBullb ero v BbiMbellb KPOBb BMECTE CO BCEMW €ro COMHe-
HUSIMW, N 3Ta KPOBb YMHOXWT TBOK Cuay. A 3aTem OH bygeT
nokasaH 0A4AM, KaKk MOHYMEHT TBOel Be4yHOW cnasbl. O PaH-
TeroT, BeYHbIN U HenobeanmbiiA, 9 TBOW pab 1 TBOW BEPXOBHbIN
Xpel. Tbl roN0feH, U A HaKopM/Ilo Tebs. A fam TebGe KpOBb, a
Tbl Aawb MHe BnacTb. WMal! Ly6-HuwyTypat!

B Ty e ceKyHAy BCe HOYHble CTpPaxm OCTaBUAWN [yKoHca.
OH cHoBa B3a1 cebs1 B pyKW, MOCKOJIbKY Ternepb yBUAEN Mepes
co60l1 BrMOSIHe peasibHYl0 OMNacHOCTb, C KOTOPOM eMy npea-
cTosN0 cnpaBuTbes. MNepes HMM OKasasicsl BOBCE He CKa30YHbIi
MOHCTP, a NPOCTO OMacHbIN MaHbAK. 3TO OblN Pomxepc, obna-
YeHHbI B Kakoe-TO KOLIMapHOe ofesiHMe CBOel COOCTBEHHOV
KOHCTPYKLUMW, KOTOPbIA cobupasncsa COoBEpLUIMTb YyAOBULLHOE
YKEPTBOMPUHOLLIEHVE OYEPeSHOMY [bSBONLCKOMY 60XecTBy,
BbINIEM/IEHHOMY MM YK€ camMUM u3 BOCKa. O4YeBMAHO, OH BOLUEN
B MacTepCcKylo C 3afHero [Bopa, Hafen CBOI KOCTIOM W 3aTeM
MPOHWK B BbICTABOYHbIA 3as, 4YTOObl CXBATUThb CBOK 3arHaH-
HYI0 B JIOBYLUKY W Mapann3oBaHHYy CTpaxoMm >epTtBy. Ho ero
cMna 6blna ceilvac [OCTOMHA BeNMYalliero yamB/eHUSA, W,
4YTOBGbl OCTAHOBUTb €ro, HY>XXHO OblN10 [AelicTBOBaTb OYeHb
UYETKO M 6bICTPO. PaccuMTbiBasi Ha yBepeHHOCTb Pomykepca B
6ecco3HaTeNlbHOM COCTOSIHUM CBOEeW >XepTBbl, [PKOHC peLuunn
3aCTUrHYTb ero Bpacniox, Korga ToT ocnabuT CBOK XBaTky.
Mo4yyBCTBOBAB CMWHOW MOPOr, [XOHC MOHSAM, YTO OHW Haxo-
OATCA Y)Ke B [BepsiX MacTepCKOW.
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M Torga OH pbIBKOM BCKOUM/T Ha HOTM U3 CBOEr0 Heyaoo6-
HOro MoJsiy/ieXxavyero nosoXeHusi. UyBCcTBO CMepTesibHOM omnac-
HOCTM Npugano emy cua. Ha MrHoseHume OH ocBobogunics oT
00BbATMIA 3aCTUTHYTOrO0 Bpacn/oX MaHbsika, a B C/eAyHoLLyio
CeKyHAy, nocne yaadHoro BbiNaga, €ro cob6CTBEHHble PYKWU
COMKHYUCb Ha LlWee Pofxepca, CKPbITOW Mof TOMCTbIM MNpU-
yyanuBbIM ofesiHMeM. OfHOBpeMeHHO Pogykepc BHOBb 06xBa-
TMN [pKOHCca, N MeXAy HUMM Hadanacb cMepTesibHas CxBaTKa.
CnopTmBHaa nogrotoBka [pkoHca Oblna Tenepb ero eguiH-
CTBEHHOW HafeX[oi Ha cnaceHmMe, MOCKO/IbKY HamaBLUMA Ha
Hero 6e3ymeL, AelicTBOBas, He NMPU3HaBasi HMKaKWX MpaBui, W,
KadKeTcsl, 6bl1 NNLIEH AaXKe MHCTUHKTA CaMOCOXPaHEeHUs, a oT
3TOro — He MeHee onaceH, 4YeMm B36ecMBLUMIACA BOMK WA NaH-
Tepa.

JAnKylo cxBaTKy COMPOBOXA4aM TO U Aef0 pasjaBaBLunecs
B TEMHOTE YTPOOHbIE CTOHbI M XPUMS0Oe pbldaHue. bpbli3rana
KPOBb, C/bILIAINCL 3BYKU pa3pbiBAEMOW OfeXAbl, U HaKOHeL|,
J>xoHc pobpanca go camoro ropna Popykepca. OH BkNagbiBan
BCE CBOW CWAbl B 3aluTy COGCTBEHHOM >XU3HU. Pogkepc
nuHancsa Horamu, 6o4ancs, NbiTaaca BblAaBUTL [PKOHCY rnasa,
Kycasicsl, Lapanancs v NeBasiCs, U B TO e BPeMSI HaxoAus
CW/bl, YTOObI BbIKPUKMBATbL BPEMS OT BPEMEHN KaKue-TO Herno-
HATHble (hpasbl. BOMBLWMHCTBO M3 HUX UMESIO SIBHOE CXOACTBO C
pUTyanbHbIMU 3aKMHAHWUAMU, B KOTOPbIX MOCTOSAHHO YMNOMMU-
Hanca Hekuid PaH-TeroT, v [>KOHCYy Kasanocb, 4TO 3T
BbIKPUKM OTAalTCA rAe-To0 BN AEMOHUYECKMM (blpKaHbeM
N FAYXUM HU3KUM flaem. T[pOTUBHMKWM KaTasincb MO Moy,
nepeeopayvmMBasi CKaMemKu M y[apssicb TO O CTeHbl, TO O KMp-
NUYHOE OCHOBaHME MMaBWU/IbHOW Meyn B LEHTPe KoMHaTbl. [0
camMoro nocsefHero MomeHTta [KOHC He Obl1 [0 KOHLA yBEpeH
B CBOEM cCraceHun, HO HakKoHel, cyabba npossuia K Hemy 61a-
FrOCK/IOHHOCTb. YAapuB KofieHOM B nax Popykepca, OH 3acTa-
BW/ €ro ocnabutb XBaTKy, M CeKyHAy cnycta [XKOHC MoHAN,
yto nobeann.

C TpyooM MOAHSBLUMCL HAa HOIWM, OH MPUHANCA, CMAOThI-
KasiCb, LIapuUTb MO CTeHaM B MOWUCKax BbIK/KYaTeNs, Mo-
CKOJIbKY ero ¢hoHapb MpuULLET Y>Ke B MOSIHY HEerogHocTb, Kak,
BMpoyem, 1 Bcs ofexaa. Moka [pKoHc, nowiaTtbiBasick, 6poann
Nno KOMHaTe, eMy MPUXOAMAOCH BOMOYUTHL CBOEro MPOTMBHMKA
3a C000i, TaK KaK OH onacascs HeOKWAAHHOro HanageHus,
eCNM TOT O4YHeTcA. Haliga WWTOK € BblKNYatensamu, [>KOoHC
noLienkan UMK, NoKa He Hallen HY>XHbI. 3aTeM, Korga spKuii
CBeT 3a/11/1 Pa3rpoM/IeHHY0 MacTepCKy, OH MPUHASICA CBA3bI-
BaTb Pojpkepca MmonasLUerica Mof pyKy BepeBKoi. Mackapag-
HbIA KOCTIOM 6e3ymua — TO ecTb TO, 4YTO OT Hero ocTa-
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N10Cb — OKasancs CLUMTbIM W3 4pe3BblYaHO CTPaHHOro copTa
koxu. Moyvemy-To [>KOHCa BCAKWIA pa3 nepefeprusano, Korga
OH MPpUKacasncsa K Held, 1 KpOMe TOro OT Hee UCXOAW/T KaKOoM-To
HeoObIYHbIN ropbKoBaThIv 3anax. OAHAKO MOA 3TUM KOXKaHbIM
ogesiHMeM, B KapMaHe 00bl4HOro KocTioma Pogkepca, O>KOHC
Halllen KOMbLO C K/IloYamMu 1 3aXKan ero B pyke, ¢ obnervyeHvem
nofymas, 4TO Terepb OH HaKOHeU-TO cBo6odeH. LUTOpbl Ha
BCEX TPeX OKHax-lienoykax Obliv TULaTeNbHO 3af4epHYThbl, U
OH He CTa/l OTKpbIBaTb WX.

CMbIB C /iMua M pyK KpoBb, [pKOHC nogpickan cebe cpeau
My3eiiHOro pekBu3nTa 6osiee-MeHee MNOAXOAALMI MO pasmepy
M BMAYy KOCTIOM. 3aTem, MNpPOBepuB [Bepb YepHOro xofa, OH
06Hapy>Xua, 4TOo Ta 3anepta Ha aHrMNCKUA 3amMoK, A1s
OTKPbITUA KOTOPOro U3HYTPWU KNtoYa He TpeboBanocb. TeAarHe
MeHee OH OCTaBW/1 KNHOUKM Yy cebf, YTobbl MMETb BO3MOXHOCTb
BEPHYTbLCA Clo4a U MPUBECTM Bpaya, MOCKOJIbKY 3[4ecCb onpeje-
NleHHO TpeboBanacb HeOT/I0XKHAsA MOMOLLL ncuxmarpa. B mysee
He 6bin0 TenedoHa, HO HaliTM NO6AM30CTU KaKoi-HUBbyab HOY-
HO pecTopaH unM anTeky, OTKyAa MOXHO MO3BOHWUTb, He CO-
CcTaBnsano 6onbworo Tpyga. OXXOHC cobupancs y)ke OTKPbITb
[Bepb, KakK BAPYr U3 ApYyroro KoOHUA KOMHaTbl 40 Hero goHeccs
NOTOK OTOOPHbLIX pyratenbCTB. Pogkepc, 4YbM BUAUMbIE MOB-
peXxaeHnst orpaHMUYMBaINCL OJIMHHOWM ry6OKOW LapanmMHoi Ha
NeBOM LUeKe, MnpuLles B Ceos.

«lnyney! — ApocTHO Kpuyan oH.— OTpoabe HOT—I7I|/|,qV|Ka,
3/710BOHHOe nopoxaeHne K’'tyHa! CbiH co6aku, BOWOLWEN B
nyunHe AzatoTta! Tbl Mor 6bl 06pecTn CBATOCTL U GeccmepTue,
a BMecTo 3Toro npegan Ero mn Ero xpeua! Tenepb 6eperuce,
néo OHO ronogHoe! Ha TBOoeM MecTe MoOr 6bl  6bITb
OpaboHa — 3TOT MPOKNATLIA nNpegaTesib,— HO A MpPefoCTaBUN
Tebe nepBoMy 3Ty 4YecTb. Ternepb ke 6eperntecb 06a, OHO He
6yfeT UuUepemMoHuTbCa ¢ Bamu!

20-30! OTmulieHve rpaget! 3Haewb NM Thbl, Kak Tbl MOr
cTaTb 6eccMepTHbIM? B3rasgHM Ha 3Ty neyb — BOCK YXKe B
KOT/le, OCTasiocb TONbKO 3aXe4db OroHb. W A cpgenan 6bl ¢
To60M TO, 4TO chenan yxe € APYTMMU KOTrAa-To >KMBLUMMU
cywiectBamu. 3ii!  Thbl, KOTOpbIA KAAACH, 4TO BCe Mou
n3BasiHUS — BCEro NuLlb BOCK, caM MpeBpaTuics 6bl B BOCKO-
Byto ctatyt! Korga OHO yTonuno 6bl CBOK >XaxAy, U Tbl cTan
6bl MOXOXX Ha Ty cobaky, 4TOo A Tebe cerofHsa rnokasbiBas, S
caenan 6bl TBOM pa3fgaBfieHHbIE, MCKOOTbIE OCTaHKM 6ec-
cMepTHbIMK! Bock npeBpatui 6bl TBOE TeN0 B MymMUIO, a TBOSA
Ayula Bcenuniacb Obl B BEIMKOrO M MOTyLLECTBEHHOro PaH-
TeroTa.
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PazBe He Tbl T[OBOPWA, UTO S BENKUIA XYAOXKHUK?
A BCe 0YeHb NPOCTO: BOCK — C rO/I0OBbl A0 HOr, AWM 3a
aoimom. Ma!l Ma! A noTom Becb MMp cMOTpen 6bl Ha TBOVA
WNCKOBEPKaHHbIA TPyn W YAMBASAACA, Kak S CymMen BOOOpa3vTb
n cosgatb Takoe! Hy, uto ckaxewb? A OpaboHa Obi 6bl
cregyrowmm. A 3a HAM 1 gpyrue... Tak pocna 6bl MOs KONIeK-
Lus.

M TbI, Npepatens, Bce elle Aymaellb, 4YTO A cAenas Bce
3TN 3KCNOoHaTbl? MNMouyeMy 6bl Tebe He ckasaTb Ternepb «3aKOH-
cepsmpoBan»? Tbl Befb MPEKpPacHO 3Haellb, B KaKUX Heobbly-
HbIX MecTax S NobbiBas, U KakMe MHTepecHble Belyy MpUBe3 C
coboii. Tpyc! Tbl HUKOrga He cMor 6bl BCTPETUTLCS NLOM K
nvuy ¢ TOM TBapblo, Ubl0 LWIKYPY S Hagen, 4Ttobbl Mcnyratb
TebA. OfuH B3rnsAj Ha Hee — M Tbl Obl yMep Ha MecTe OT
yxaca! Ma!l Ma! Ho OHo celiuac »aX/jeT KpOBM, MG0 KPOBb
eCTb Cuia W >XU3Hbl»

Popykepc, ynepwiuncb B CTEHY CNMHOW, packauuBancs U3
CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY B CBOWMX KpPEenkux nyTax.

— Mocnywaii, [>XOHC, a ecnu s oTnywy Te6s, Tbl MeHs
pa3Bshxelwb? Beab A — Ero BepXOBHbIN XXpPeL, U AO/DKEeH no3sa-
60TnTLCA 0 Hem. OgHoro OpaboHbl 6yaeT BMoO/HE AOCTaTOYHO,
yTObLI nopggepXatb Ero »usHb, a Korga ¢ HAM 6yaeT MOKOH-
YeHo, A C MOMOLbID BOCKa caenat Ero octaHku 6GeccmepT-
HbIMW, N UX YBUAUT BeCb MUP. A 60/bLLe He NO6ECNOKOo TebS.
OTNycTU MeHs, N A pa3gento ¢ To60M BCO Ty BNacTb, KOTOPYHO
pact MHe OHo. Ma! Na! Benuk u 6eccmepTeH PaH-TeroT! A Tbl
otnyctn meHda. Otnyctn! OHO cTpagaeT OT XKaXAbl TaMm, BHU3Y,
n ecnn OHo nornbHet, 10 CTapubl HUKorga 60sblle He Bep-
HyTcsA. Ol Pa3BshKM >ke MeHsl!

Ho [>KOHC TO/bKO FPYCTHO MOKadas rofoBOW. Y>KacCHble
(haHTasnM xo3siMHa My3es BbI3blBa/iM Y Hero ropeyb M oTBpa-
WeHne. Poaxxepc, KOTOpbIA Terepb 6e3yMHO YCTaBWUICA Ha
TOJICTYIO [iBepb C BUCAYMM 3aMKOM, CHOBa M CHOBa 6Uca roso-
BOW O KVPMUYHYIKO CTEHY W NArancs Tyro CBA3aHHbIMU /104bDK-
Kamu. [I>KOHC onacasics, Kak 6bl OH He MpuymMHUA cebe Kakux-
HMOYAb MOBPEXAEHW, 1 NPUBAN3UACA, YTOObI MPUBSA3aTh €ro K
yemMy-HMOYAb HenoaswdkHomy. OfHako Popgykepc, W3BMBAsCh,
0TMoM3 OT Hero nojasblle M WUCMYCTWU/T CEPUD HEUCTOBbLIX
3aBblBaHWN, FPOMKOCTb KOTOpPbIX 6blla MPOCTO HEBEPOATHOIA.
TpyaHO 6blN0 NpeacTaBUTbL cebe, YTO 4YesloBeEK cNocobeH npo-
M3BOAUTbL CTOMIb OFAyLWIMTENbHblE 3BYKW, U [)KOHC nogyman,
4YTO ecnM TakK b6yAeT MpPoAos/HKaTbCHA, TO UCKaTb TenedioH He
notpebyeTrcA. BW3UT KOHCTEONS, HECOMHEHHO, He 3acTaBuT
cebs [ONro »aaTb, XOTS B 39TOM 6e3Nt0AHOM parioHe BpsSf v
KTO-TO MOXKa/yeTca Ha HapyweHue TULLNHBbI.
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— Y3a-it-eii!  Y3a-it-eii! — 3aBbiBan 6e3ymel,.— Wkaa-
6aabo-nn! PaH-Terot! Ktyny-ptaH. 3! il 3! 3Jiil PaH-
Terot! PaH-Terot! PaH-Terot!

CBA3aHHbIN Pogykepc, Kopyacb, MPOMos3 Mo 3aMyCOpPeH-
HOMY MOy K 3anepToi ABepu U Hayan 6MTbcs 06 Hee FONOBOA.
J>KoHC onacascs NoaxoAuTb K HEMy, YyBCTBYS cebsl pa3omuTbiM
N WCTOLLEHHbIM MoOc/fe HeAaBHel cxBaTKW. JTOT NpuUCTyN
spocT Pomkepca CUIbHO AelicTBOBas eMy Ha HepBbl, U MoOCTe-
NeHHO J[PKOHC OWYTW/, YTO HOYHble CTPaxu C HOBOI CcuUoi
HayMHalT oBfageBaTb UM. Bce, uTo 6bII0 cBSA3aHO ¢ Pogykep-
COM W ero My3eem, MOPAAKOM YrHeTaso ero 1 HenpusiTHO
HaMoOMMHA/I0 O MpayHbIX MEePCrneKTUBax 3arpo6HON >KU3HMW.
N coBceM y>X HEBbIHOCMMO 6bI1I0 AymMaTb O TOM BOCKOBOM
weneBpe 6e3yMHOro reHusi, KOTOPbIA CKpbIBa/ICA ceiivac Co-
BCEM psAOM — B TEMHOM KOMHaTe 3a TsKeno pJouiaTtoi
[Bepsb1o.

A 3aTeM C/Ay4yunaocb TO, OT YEero APoXb yxaca npobexxkana
no BceMy Teny [PKOHCa, W BOSIOCbI Ha €ro rosioBe BCTanu
ablboM. Pompkepc nepectan BAPYr Kpuyatb M 6GUTbCA rO10BOM
0 [Bepb, HanpArca W ces, CKNOHUB TFOM0BY HabOK, CMNOBHO
BHMMATENbHO MpUCAyWKnBascb K 4YemMy-To. 3aTtem ero aumuo
WUCKPUBWUMOCL B 3/10PafHOI TOPXKECTBYHOLLEA YXMbIJIKE, U OH
BHOBb 3aroBOPWM/T  CBSA3HO KAaKUM-TO XPUMJ/IbIM  LLENOTOM,
CTPaHHO KOHTPACTUPYKLLUM C ero HeJaBHUMK FPOMOT/IaCHbIMU
BOMISIMUA.

— BHuman mHe, rnyneu! M 3anomHm Bce, UTo A cKaxky! OH
yc/bllWan Mol 30B U uaeT ctoga. PasBe Tbl He C/bIWKLIb NECK
BOAbl B bacceiiHe B KOHLe Kopugopa? fA BbIpblal ero rny6oko
no£ 3emneil. OH BeAb aM(pnbNA — Thbl XKe cam BUAeN >kabpbl Ha
hoTorpacmn. OH npuLlen Ha 3eMs co CBUHLOBO-CEPO Nna-
HeTbl VyrroT, rge ropoja pacnosioXeHbl Ha fHe 6eckpaiHero
Tennoro mMopsi. OH CAMLIKOM BbICOK U He MOXET MOAHSITbCS B
6acceiiHe B MOMHbIM pocT. OTAal MHE K/IOYN — Mbl OO/KHbI
OTKpbITb EMy ABepb U MacTb neped Hum Ha KoneHW. 3aTeM Mbl
npuHecem Emy cobaky nnm KowwKy. Vnu, MOXeT 6biTb, KaKoro-
HMOYAb MbSIHOrO — YTOObI YTOMUTbL €ro Kaxay.

[>KoHca nopa3unv He camMu cfioBa 6e3ymua, a TO, Kak OH
npounsHec ux. HenogaenbHas yBepeHHOCTb, C KOTOPOW 3By4van
ero Xxpunnelid wWwenoT, 6blna BecbMa 3apasuTesnbHa. llog ee
B/IMSIHWEM BOOOpaXKeHMe Jake Camoro X/safiHOKPOBHOrO 4eno-
BeKa MOrfio OTbICKaTb BMOMHE peasibHYy Yrpo3y B N060M BO-
CKOBOW curype. Barnag [>koHca 6bl1 NPUKOBaH K 3/10M0/yu-
HOW aBepu. BHMMaTenbHO paccmaTpuBas ee, OH 3aMeTun He-
CKOJIbKO TPELYMH B [OCKaX, XOTS HUKAKUX APYrux noBpexpe-
HWIA Ha 3TOW CTOpPOHe ABepu He 6b110. [DXKOHC pasMbILISAN O
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TOM, HackKo/NbKO 60/blLUOe TMOMeLLleHMe CKpbITO 3a 3ToM
OBepbld, UM KakKk TaM MOXeT pacrnofiaratbCA BOCKOBas
durypa. Begb vges 6esymua o Kopugope v nogsemMHom 6ac-
celiHe Oblfa CTOMb XXe AWKOWM, KakK 1 BCe OCTaslbHble ero nu306-
peTeHus.

3aTteM B KaKoOe-TO Y>XacHOe MrHOBeHWe fAbixaHue [>KoHca
nepexBaTnao, U OH 3acTbl/l HA MeCTe, KaK BKOMaHHbIA. Koxa-
HblA peMeHb, KOTOPbIM OH cobupasncsa npuBA3aTb K Yemy-
HWMOyab Pogkepca, BbiMasl U3 BHe3anHO ocnabwmx pyk.
KOHEYHO, OH W paHblle MOr 6bl MPeanoNoXKUTb, 4YTO 3TOT
My3eli paHO WM NO3AHO CBEAET ero € yMa, Kak 3TO C/ly4nnioch
¢ Pop>kepcom, HO OH COBCEM He 6bl1 FOTOB K TOMY, UYTO 3TOT
MOMEHT HacTynuT MnpsMo ceityac. OfHaKoO MMEHHO Tenepb 3TO
[eNCTBUTENbHO NPOU30LLI0 — pasymMm OCTaBWU/ €ro.

Paccyfok AIBHO OTKasblBanNcsa CNy>XUTb [XOHCY, MOCKOJIbKY
BHe3arnHo MM 0Bflafe/In HacTO/IbKO HEBEPOATHbIE rasoLmnHa-
UUKW, 4YTO BCe paHee MEepexKuToe UM 3TOM HOUbK MOKas3anocb
emy Tenepb MPOCTO AETCKOM 3abaBoii. Pom)xepc TO/bKO 4TO
yBepsin ero, 6yATo CAbILWNT MecK BoAbl B 6acceiiHe, rae Haxo-
anTtca mMuuryeckoe uygposuule. 1 BOT Tenepb — cnacu [o-
cnogn! — cam [IP)KOHC Yy>Xe OTYeT/IMBO C/ibllian 3TOT [MJIecK.

Pomxepc 3ameTusn, Kak cygopora uckpmsmna nuuo [>KoH-
ca, a NMoOToM npeBpatusa ero B 3acTbIBLUYDO MacKy y»aca, u
paccmessica:

— Hy Tenepb nosepwun, rayney? HakoHel, Tbl BCe 3HaeLlb!
Tbl cnblwmnwb Ero? OHo mget ciogal OThar MHe MOWM KHO4N —
Mbl [O/DKHbI 3acBUAeTenbCTBOBaTb EMy Hawe rny6ouaiillee
noyreHune!

Ho [>XOHC y>Xe He cnblwan ero cioB. CTpax MOJSIHOCTbIO
napaan3oBan ero, U B CO3HAHWM AWKOWA u4epenoii MoHecnucb
camble HeBepOATHble 00pasbl — OAWH YXKacHee fApyroro. Bcsa
Tpareans 6bisia B TOM, YTO OH AEACTBUTE/IbHO CAbIWas MJeck,
3aTeM pas3nuyunn 3ByK LLaros, 6yATO OrpPOMHbIE BflaXKHble fanbl
KaKoro-To rpy3HoOro cyliectBa TSXeno CTynaju Mo KameH-
HoMy nosty. CKBO3b LLEAW B NPOKAATON ABepwn Ha [pKoHca nax-
HYNO HECTEpPNMbIM  3/I0BOHMEM, YEM-TO HarnoMWUHaBLUUM
OTBpaTUTeNbHbIN 3anax M3 rPsA3HbIX 3BEePUHbIX KIETOK B 300-
cage PupkeHTC-napka.

[>KOHC He MOr y»XXe TOYHO cKasaTb, npogosnkaeT nu Pog-
XXepc roBOpuUTb, uaM HeT. OKpyxkawowas [elAcTBUTENbHOCTb
HENnocTMXMMbIM 06pa3omMm pacTBopuiacb, U Tenepb JPKOHC
CTOSI/1, KaK U3BasiHWE, OXBAYEHHbIN 3TVMW HEBEPOSITHLIMU ran-
NIOUMHALMAMWN, KOTOpble OblIM HACTOMbKO >XYTKUMMU, 4YTO WX
HUKaK He yjaBanocCb OT/IMUUTL OT peasibHOCTU. WLN3-3a aBepwu
ABCTBEHHO C/bILLANIOCh HaTy)KHOe COrMeHue WM XproKaHbe, a
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Korga nof cBofjamu MOTOSIKA BHE3anHO pasfanca rPoMKuii
YTPOOHbI/i peB, OH Y)XKe MOr MOKAACTbCHA, YTO 3TOT rosiocC
NPUHAANEXNT KOMY YroHO, HO TOJIbKO He CBSAA3aHHOMY
MaHbAKY.

Mepen rnasamm [>KOHcCa nAsican y)kacawlwimin obpas npo-
KNSATOM BOCKOBOV TBapw, BMAEHHOW MM Ha doTtorpadumm. Her,
ee MpoOCTO He Morfao cywecrtsoBaTb Ha 3emne! Begb 3To
VMEHHO OHa cBena ero c¢ ymal

Moka [OXoHc gyman 06 3TOM, HOBOe [0Ka3aTesibCTBO €ero
COOGCTBEHHOro 6e3ymmMsi CO BCei O0YEBUAHOCTbBIO MpPeacTano
nepes HAM. Ternepb OH C/blWas, KaK KTO-TO FPEMUT LLEKONA0M
C TO CTOpPOHbI 3aKpbITOV ABepu. 3aTeM pasfasincb Kakme-To
LWNenkKu, uapanaHbe 1 TUXUiA CTyK. MNMocTeneHHO yaapbl CTaHO-
BWU/INCb BCe CU/IbHEE WM cubHee. 310BOHME ObI/I0 MPOCTO yXKac-
HbIM. W HakOHeL, Hayanacb ynopHasl, O>XXecTouyeHHas aTtaka Ha
3Ty MPOYHYIO MacCUBHYIO [Bepb, HanoMuHasLlasa paboTy cTe-
HOGUTHOro opyausa. Pasganca >XyTKuii  Tpeck, nonetenu
LLEenKn, MacTepPCKYH Hakpblla BOJIHA COBEPLUEHHO HecTeprnu-
MO/ BOHW, W BOT CKBO3b pa3buTyld [ABepb MPOCYyHyach
yepHaa nana ¢ KpaboBMAHOW KAewWHeN Ha
KOHLUe.

— Ha nomowpb! Cnacute! Tocnogu! A-a-a-a-alll — He

CBOMM roJjlocoM 3aBonui [pKOHC, AMKO BblTapalliMs rnasa Ha
npeacrasllee nepej HAM CYLLeCTBO.

lMo3>ke OH efBa MOr BCMOMHUTb, KaK €ro TAXKenoe ouene-
HEHVe CMEHW/I0Cb HEUCTOBbIM MOPbLIBOM K crnaceHuto. To, 4To
OH cAenan Torga HasiBy, HanoOMWHaI0 6ercTBo OT CMepTe/bHOW
OMacHOCTM B HOYHbIX KowMapax. J[>XOHC OOHUM MNPbIKKOM
npeofosiesl pa3rpoMAEHHYIO MacTepCKYHO, pBaHy/l Hapy>XHYto
[ABEepb, C TPOXOTOM 3ax/lonHys ee 3a coboli, OAHMM Maxom
nepenpbIrHyn 4vepes TpU KaMeHHble CTYMeHbKW U co Bce”™ Hor
KWMHYCA NPOoYb OT 3TOr0 MecTa yepe3 BbIMOLLEHHbIA BYNbDKHUN
KOM [BOp, & 3aTeM MO MyCTbIHHbIM ynuuam CayTBopKa.

Ha 3ToM ero BOCMOMWHaHWUs 06pblBalOTCA. [XKOHC He B
cmnax 6bl1 06bACHUTBL, Kak OH gobpancsa gomoin. He octanoch
HVKaKMX CBUAETEeNbCTB TOr0, YTO OH MoliMan Takcu WIN BO-
CMonb30Ba/icaA KakKMmM-TO Apyrum Bugom TpaHcrnopTa. Ckopee
BCEro, OH npogenan Becb NyTb 6erom, BeAOMbIA CrenbiM
MHCTUHKTOM CaMOCOXpPaHeHUa — 4vepe3 MoOCT Batepnoo, BAonb
CTpaHAaa n YepunHr-kpocc, n ganee no XammapkKeT U PUAYKeHT-
CTpUT fo camoro goma. Korga [J>KOHC HEMHOro npuiiesn B ce6s
N CMOT Y>Xe Bbl3BaTb [OKTOpPa, OH BCe elle Obll OfeT B CBOW
NPUYYANBBLIA KOCTIOM W3 MYy3eHOro PeKBU3MNTA.

Uepe3 Hepfeno Bpay paspewunsi emy BCTaTb C MOCTeNN U
BbIATM Ha CBEXWA BO3AYX.
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OpHako [>XOHC Maslo 4TO pacckasan Bpadam. Bepgb 3To
NPUK/IOYEHNE ObIJI0 MOKPbLITO 3aBeCOV 6e3yMHOro Kolimapa, u
OH YyBCTBOBasJ, 4YTO B €ro MOMIOXKEHUN MOMYaHWE — CaMblii
Nyywinin Beixod. Korga >ke oH HaKOHeL, HEMHOI0 onpaBuscs, TO
BHMMAaTE/IbHO MPOCMOTPEs BCe raseTbl, CKONMBLUMECS 3a MNOS-
TOpbl HeAenu, NpoLUefLllne ¢ TOW Y>XKacHO HOoYM, HO, K CBOEMY
YOUBNEHUIO, He HalleNl B HUX HUKAKUX YNOMWHAHWIA 0 My3ee.
EmMy He paBan MoOKosi BOMPOC, YTO >Xe BCe-TaKWU C/yyMsIoChb
Torga Ha camom fgene? [Ae KOHYaeTcA peanbHOCTb W Haudu-
HaeTcA wurpa 60MbHOr0 BOOGpaXkeHMs? Heyxenu ero pasym
COBEPLUEHHO MOMYTWJICA B Ty HOYb B TEMHOTE 3TOr0 MPOK/s-
TOro BbICTABOYHOrO 3asa, W BCA cxBaTka c Pompkepcom emy
TONbKO NpiBugenacb? [pKOHC pewunmn, 4To NpuAeT B cebs cKo-
pee, eCIN CMOXET pa3pellnTb 3TU MyYMBLLUWE ero Bonpockl. Mo
KpariHein Mepe, Ty 3n10c4yacTHy oTorpadmio BOCKOBOI TBapw
OH BWAEN HaBepHsiKa, MOCKO/IbKY HUKTO Kpome Popgykepca He
cMor 6bl BOOGpa3uTb cebe 4TO-1M60 MOf06HOeE.

L

Mpowno aBe Hegenu, u IXXOHC OTBaXXWJ/ICA BHOBb NMOCETUTb
CayTtBopK-cTpuT. OH oOTNpaBwiIcA Tyda B CepeAuHe [HA,
Korga B palioHe My3es Kunesia HopManbHas 6yaHU4YHas
cyeTa BOKpPYr MarasvHOB W OKPECTHbIX CK1afoB. BbiBecka
My3esi Oblfla Ha MPeXXHeM MecTe, W, nogonga 6amxke, [PKOHC
yBUAEN, YTO 3KCNO3NLUA OTKpbITa 4N1A noceweHus. MNMpuepar-
HUK BEX/IMBO KMBHYN €My, Yy3HaB HejaBHero 3aBcerjaras,
n [>KoHC, cobpaB BCe CBOE MYXXECTBO, BOLUEsST BHYTPb. BHU3Y,
B MpayHOM CBOAYATOM 3asie, CMY>XWTesb, 3aBUAeB ero, npu-
BET/IMBO TPOHY/T PYKOW hyparkky. Bo3mModKHO, BCe, npoucLies-
lee B Ty CTPaLUHY HOYb, OblO BCEro NULWbL CHOM. Ho oTBa-
YKUTCA NI OH MOCTy4aTb B ABepb MacTepckon u cnpocutb Pog-
»xepca?..

B aToT MOMeHT K [pKOHCy nogowwen OpaboHa u Tenno
nonpmueeTcTBoBan ero. Ha cMyrioMm rnagko BbIOGPUTOM nuLie
accucTteHTa 3acTblfla sierkas ycMmellKa, OfHaKo BbIl/ia4en OH
BMOMHE APY>XenbHO M TyT >Ke 3aroBopusa cO CBOUM efBa
3aMeTHbIM aKL,eHTOM.

— Lo6pblii geHb, MucTep PKOHC. [JaBHEHbKO Bbl Y Hac He
6b11n. Bbl, HaBepHOe, XOTUTe BUAETb MuUcTepa Pomykepca?
Coxaneto, HO ero ceityac HeT. EMy npunocb CPOYHO oTnpa-
BUTbCA MO fdenam B AMepuKky. [la, OH yexan 04YeHb HEOXMW-
JaHHo. [loaToMy noka ero 3amewjard 8 — W 34eCb, U goma.

30



A, pasymeeTcsl, cTapalcb MNOALEPXKMBATb BbICOKMIA MPECTUX
Konnekunn mMuctepa Popxepca, Moka OH He BepHeTcs.

MHocTpaHeLl, ynbiGHYNCS — BO3MOXKHO, MPOCTO U3 BEX/U-
BOCTU. [PKOHC He 3Haj, 4YTO OTBETUTb, OAHAKO MoMbITasncs
OCTOPOXXHO PaccrnpocuTb ero o AHe, MOC/AefOBaBLUMM 3a ero
npeablgyLymM BU3UTOM. Bonpocsl, Kasanock, nosabasunim Opa-
60HY, 1 OH 6/1aroCKNIOHHO OTBeYasl Ha HUX, TuwaTenbHO noabu-
pas croBa:

«O pa, muctep [PKOHC, A MOMHIO — 3TO ObII0 ABajLaTh
BOCbMO€ 4YMC/0 NpoLUoro Mecaua. A 3anOMHWUA 3TOT AeHb MO
MHOTMM MNpUYMHaM. YTPOM — nepesj TeM, KakK Cloga NpuLLIen
mMuctep Poaxkepc,— Bbl MOHUMaeTe, 1 0OGHAPY>XU/T MacTEPCKYHO
B CTpawHoM 6ecriopsagke. [lpuwiiock fgaxe... MNpPOBeCTU
y60pKy. Bugnmo, Tam gonosgHa Lwwia pabota. BadKHbI HOBbIA
3KCMOoHaT npoxoann npoueaypy BTOPUYHOro o6Xxkura. Muctepa
Popxkepca elie He 6b1710, U MHE MPULLIOCL 3aKaH4YMBaTb BCE
camomy.

[a, Hag 3TMM 3KCNOHATOM W3PSAHO MpULLAOCL MOTPY-
ONTbCSA, HO S MHOTOMY Hayuusics y MascTpo. Bedb OH, Kak Bbl
3HaeTe, NMOUCTUHE BE/IMKNIA XYLOXKHUK. KOrga >ke oH NosiBuscs,
TO MOMOr MHe 3aKOHYUTb 3Ty paboTy. MNpuyem nomMor cambim
HernocpeAcTBeHHbIM 06pa3om, yBepsito Bac. HO OuyeHb CKOpoO
yexasn, He ycrneB [aKe MOMPOLLATbCA C APYTMMU CAY>XKALLMMW.
Kak fa y>e rosopusn, emy NpULLNOCb CPOYHO OTObITH 3a rpa-
HULY.

B TOo yTpOo npm o6paboTke 3KCroHaTa NpoxXoAwnu onpeje-
NIeHHblE XUMUYecKMe peakuun. OHW Hagenann MHOroO LWyMma,
TaK 4YTO HEKOTOpblE MOV Ha ynuue Aake Boobpaswnu cebe,
6yATO CMblWanu NUCTONETHbIE BbICTPenbl. 3abaBHO, He npasja
nn?

UTo >e KacaeTcsl caMOro 3TOro 3KCMoHaTa, TO eMy He
OUeHb MOBEe3/10, XOTS S, HANMpPMMep, CYMUTaKD ero cambiM BblJato-
lwmmMes WwenespoM Muctepa Pogykepca. Hy, HUYero — oH pas-
b6epeTca C 3TUM [efioM, Korga npueser».

OpaboHa BHOBb Y/bIGHY/CS.

— BO3HUKNN faXe Koe-Kakue npobnembl ¢ NOAUUnen,—
npofo/mKas OH.— Mbl BbICTaBUAN 3TO MPOU3BEAEHWE HEAEesto
Hasafj, M Ha crnefylownii jeHb B My3ee C/Tly4Yunsiock ABa unmv Tpum
obmMopoka. C OgHUM HecqacTHbIM Mepej 3Toi urypoit npo-
M30LWen faxke 3aNWUAENTUYECKMA Npunagok. [leno B TOM, 4TO
OHa HEMHOrO... BHyLIUTesIbHee, YeM BCe OcCTasbHble. Bo-nep-
BblX, KpynHee. EcTecTBeHHO, 3Ta paboTa Haxogunacb BO
«B3POCNOM» OTAeNeHUU. A Ha Cnegylownii AeHb MNOSIBUNUCH
[Boe cbIWMnKoB 13 CKOTNaHA-apAa, OCMOTpenn ee N 3asBUIN,
YTO AEMOHCTPMPOBATb TaK0oe Hefb3s, MOCKO/IbKY 3TO CAMULLKOM
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CUIbHO [AeNCTBYEeT Ha MNCUXuKy. Ham 6bI10  npuKasaHo
ybpaTb ee. 3TO MNPOCTO MO30p — MpATaTb OT 3puTeNleil Takoe
nponssegeHne uckycctea! Ho A He 4yBCTBYHO cebs Bhpase
obpawaTtbca B Cya B OTCyTCTBME MucTepa Pogxepca. Emy 6bl
He 3axoTenocb npegaBaTb 3TO [Jefi0 ornacke Ho kKorga OH
BepHeTcA...

Bapyr O>KOHC MOYemMy-TO MOYyBCTBOBasl BHe3arHblil Npu-
nue 6ecnokolictBa M TowHOTY. Ho OpaboHa npogosmkan:

— Bbl HacToAWMIA 3HATOK MUCKYCCTBa, MucTep [)KoHC. U A
YBEPEH, YTO HE Hapylly HMKaKOM 3aKOH, ecnu Mo3BO/ BaMm
B3rNAAHYTb Ha 3Ty paboTy B 4YacTHOM nopsgke. BO3MOXHO —
eC/IN, KOHeYyHO, TakK MnoXkenaet Muctep PomXKepc — Mo3)Ke Mbl
YHUUTOXXUM 3TOT 3KCMoHaT. Ho Mo MOemMy MHeHUIo, 3TO 6bl10
Obl HaCTOAWMM MPeCcTyneHUEM.

J>KOHC nCnbITblBaT HEMNPEOAO/INMOE YKeNaHue HemMen1eHHO
NOKWUHYTb My3eli, HO OpaboHa cxBaTW/a €ro 3a pyKy u nota-
Wwmn 3a cobol C OfepXXMMOCTbIO M IHTY3Ma3MOM HaCTOSLLEero
XyAOXHMKaA. «B3pocnoe» oTgeneHue 6bin1o 6e3n0gHO. B ganb-
HEM ero KOHLe BWAHenacb OTrOopOXEeHHas 3aHaBecKoW 60sib-
was Huwa, N MMEeHHO K Heli Hanpasunca OpaboHa.

— Bbl, mucTep OXOHC, AO/HKHO 6bITb, AOoragbliBaeTech, YTO
cTaTys HasbiBaeTca «>KepTBOMPMHOLWIEHNE PaH-TeroTy».

J>koHC B3aporHyn, Ho OpaboHa, Ka3anocb, He 3ameTwus
3TOro0.

— 3TO OrpoMHoe ypoanvMBoe O0XecTBO YMNOMUHaeTcs B
HEKOTOPbIX Maslou3BEeCTHbIX JlereHAax, KoOTopble uU3yyas Mu-
cTep Pomxepc. Bce 3T0, KOHEYHO, Yyllb, KakK Bbl CAMW MHOIO
pa3 yBepsanu muctepa Pogykepca. CyuiecTBO 3TO SAK0ObI npu-
6b110 Ha 3eM/II0 M3 KOCMOCAa M XWUI0 B ApPKTUKE TPU MUISIMOHA
net Hasag. OHO 06X0AW/IOCH CO CBOMMW >XepTBaMW [0BOJIbHO
YKeCTOKO M CBOeo6pa3HOo, Kak Bbl ceiivyac CMoXKeTe ybeanTbCs.
MwucTtep Popykepc caenan Bce 4pesBblHaiHO MpPaBAOMNoA06HO,
BN/OTb [0 NNLA >KEPTBbI.

dpoxka BceM Tenom, [PKOHC cxBaTuaca 3a JaTyHHoe
orpakgeHue nepefj 3aHaBelleHHOM Huwen. OH NPOTSAHYN 6bINO
PYKYy, 4TO6bl OCTaHOBUTL OpaboHy, Korga TOT Hayan OTKpbI-
BaTb 3aHaBeCKY, HO YTO-TO yAep>kano ero. MIHocTpaHey, pac-
NAbIJICS B TOPXXECTBYHOLLEN Ynbi6GKe.

— CwmoTpuTe!

[>KOHC nowaTHynca v efBa yaepyXkasica Ha Horax, cyno-
POXXHO BLIEMUBLUNCL B OrpadKAeHMe.

Boxxe Bcemorywimin! — 4yTb CAbILLHO BbIAOXHY/T OH.

Ha ruraHTckOM TpOHe M3 C/IOHOBOW KOCTW, MOKPbLITOM
HernenbIMN Pe3HbIMU YKpalleHUsAsMW, BOccefano 4YyAoBuLLE He-
onucyemo >XyTkoro suga. OHO Mpuceno Ha 3afHUX Janax,
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cfierka CK/IOHUBLUMCL BMepef, C/I0BHO FOTOBOE K MPbDKKY, W,
TEM He MeHee, UMesi0 BbICOTY OKOJ/0 AecAaTy (hyToB. Bo Bcel
urype uyposmua Tamnacb Kakad-TO [bABOJIbCKasA Yrposa.
LLlecTMHOras TBapb ABYMS CPeAHUMMW fanamu Aep>Kana HeyTo
pa3faBneHHoe, UCKOPeXXeHHOe U 06eCKPOBNEHHOE, UCMEeLLpeH-
HOe TbiCAYaMW OTBEPCTUIA N MecTamMu 6yATO Obl 0BOXOIKEHHOE
KNCNOTOW. JINWb M3yBeYEeHHas ronoBa >KepTBbl, BUCALLAA rae-
TO COOKY C BbICYHYTbIM A3bIKOM, MO03BOJIAMA A0rafarbCcsa, 4TO
3T OCTaHKW MNPUHALNeXaT 4enoBeKy.

Jllo60My, KTO XOTb OAHaXKAbl BUAEN Ty 3/10CHACTHYO DOTO-
rpacuio, He Hafo 6bL10 0O6BACHATb, KakK Ha3blBaeTcad 3TOT
MOHCTpP. TpOKNATbIA CHUMOK Obl1 MOpa3nTesnibHO [0CTOBEpP-
HbIM. 1 B TO >Xe BPeMsl OH He MOr nepefaTb BeCb yXac, UCXO-
JAwmiA 0T YyJoBULLA B ero peanbHOM BonoweHuwn. LLlapoo6-
pasHbli TOpc, Hekoe MNogobwe rofoBbl B BUAe Ny3bips, Tpu
pblobMX rnasa, X060T AAMHOW OKOA0 (yTa, BbIMAYEHHbIE
»Kabpbl, XXYTKOE CKOMJIEHME 3MEEBUAHbLIX Llynanew, Ha rosiose,
LLEeCTb U3BU/IUCTbIX KOHEYHOCTEN, OKAHUMBAIOLLMXCA Kpabbumu
K/EWHAMW — BCe 3TO 3acTaB/iAfI0 COApOrartbCA OT cTpaxa u
oTBpaleHns. O, Kak 3Hakoma 6blia J)KOHCY 3Ta yepHas nana
C KrewHei!..

MnotosigHas ynbibka OpaboHbl CTasia NPOCTO OMepP3UTEeSb-
HOW. Y [>KOHCa nepexBaTW/O [AblXaHWe, HO OH MNpPOAO/HKa
NpUCTasibHO CMOTPETb Ha 3TOT XXYTKUIA 3KCMOHAT, HE B CuUnax
oTopBaTb OT Hero rna3. UTto >ke 3acTaBnsifio ero Tak BHUMa-
TeNbHO pasrnsagbiBaTb M3BasiHME W BbIMUCKMBATb B HEM BCe
HOBble aeTtann? BeAb MMEHHO 3TOT MOHCTP cBen ¢ yma Pog-
)Kepca, 3acTaBUB BeSINKOIO XYAOXXHWKa FOBOPUTb, YTO €ro
cTaTym He OblIM UCKYCCTBEHHBLIMMU...

Bckope OXOHC MOHAM, YTO MMEHHO MPUKOBAO ero B3rnsg.
370 6blna BMCALLAA pa3faB/ieHHas rosioBa XepTBbl. Ee 06e306-
pa>XeHHOe /ML BCE >Ke COXPaHWI0 KakKume-TO Yy3HaBaeMble
YepTbl M O4HO3HAYHO HaNoOMWHao fMuUo bGefHArM Pomkepca.
J>KOHC BrnsagbiBasicA B Hero BCe MNpucTa/ibHee, He MOHWMas,
04HaKo, rno4yemMy OH 3TO fAenaeT. Pa3Be He eCTeCTBEHHO AfiA
cymacluefilliero aromcta yBeKOBeUYUTb CBOM 4epTbl B CO3[aH-
HOM UM LWegeBpe? Vnu Tam ObIs1I0 YUTO-TO eLle, YTO ynas/iuvBa-
NIoCb MoAcOo3HaHMeM [>KoHca, HO pa3ym B yxkace MbiTanca oOT
cebsa oTorHartb?

M3ypogoBaHHOE NULO 6bI110 BblIENSIEHO C JaHTACTUYECKUM
MacTepCcTBOM. B35Tb XOTA Obl 3TM OTBEPCTUA — KaK TOYHO OHU
NoBTOPSANN 6ecymc/ieHHble paHbl, KaKMM-TO HEMOCTUXXMMbIM
06pa3om HaHeceHHble TOW HecyacTHoOM cobake! Ho Bce >ke 4To-
TO 34ecb 6blN0 He Tak. Ha NneBol LeKe >XepTBbl MMeNochb
Kakoe-TO cnaboe OTKNOHeHWe OT obLlei cxemMbl — Kak 6yAaTo
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CKYNbNTOP MbITANICA CKPbITh HEKWI NepBOHaYasbHbIN AedeKT
cBoeli paboTbl. 1 ueM fgofblie MpUrnsabiBanca [XKOHC, Tem
eMy CTaHOBW/IOCb cTpallHee. A 3aTeM OH BAPYr BCMOMHWUA
0fHO 06CTOATENbCTBO, KOTOPOE MOBEPr/I0 €ro0 B COBEPLUEHHO
Heonucyemblli yXkac: BeAb Ta CTpallHasi HOYHas cxBaTkKa 3a-
KOHUYM/Iacb UMEHHO TeM, YTO OH 3aMeTW/ y CBsi3aHHOro Pop-
Xepca A/IVHHYI0 W Ty60Kyl0 LaparuHy Ha fIeBOi Lieke Ha-
ctosiwero Pomkepca...

Pyka [)KoHca, AepyKaBLUasics 3a Nopy4yeHb, Me/IeHHO pas-
»Kanacb, W OH MOTEPSiN CO3HaHMe.

OpaboHa paspasnsics caTaHMHCKUM XOXOTOM.






ycnbiwan 3Ty WCTOPUKD OT Camoro
yyacTHMKa COObITUI — ObIBLLETO
npenogaBaTens yHMBepcuTeTa, cTas-
Lwero  BMOCAEACTBMU  6€340MHbIM
6poaaroii. BeposiTHO, B XXM3HU €ro
nocTurna Kakas-To Heyjada, u Te-
nepb OH fieXXan B 60/1bHULE Ha rpaHn
cMepTw.
M BOT 4UTO OH MHe pacckasan.

Moroga 6blna oTBpaTUTENbHAA — TUMWYHOE aHr/INNCKoe
neto. Becb fAeHb HanposieT A0XAb YHbINO CTydan Mo Kpbl-
Wam W >XypyalwumMn CTPyMKamMu cTekKaa Ha MOCToBble CuUTu
no 6ecyncnieHHbIM BOAOCTOYHbLIM Tpyb6am. Kynon cob6opa
Ceatoro [laBna okKyTana orpomMHass Tyya. He6o xmypu-
nocb 1 B 6nmkailive Yacbl He MpefBellano HUYEero Xopo-
Liero.

Korga HacTynuam cymMepKu, Ha KakKoe-TO Bpems [OXAb
BCe-TakW MPeKpaTuscs, U s CMOr MOKUHYTbL CBOE Y6exkuiLe nog
CTapoV apKoW, Hageacb MogbicKaTb Ans Houslera 6onee npu-
ATHOEe MEeCTO.

bbino He xonofHo, gaxke HanpoTue. B Bo3gyxe napwuno,
KaK B TponuvKax, AyXoTa yrHetana um HapacTana Bce 60blue,
HO OcBeXkaloLlas rposa novemy-To 3agepXxkmsanacb. H Obin Tak
rOMI04EH, YTO Yy MeHs TeMHeNo B rfasax, nograwHusano, un s
efBa He TepsAn co3HaHud. Mepewmnacb 4yuctasd nocrtesb. U 4
Tyno 61y>aan B Novckax Kakol-HMbyAb KOMHaTbl 3a CPaBHU-
TeNbHO [OCTYMHYK nnary.

WM BOT, KOrga HOrv camMu BbIHEC/IW MeHS1 B palioH X0/160pH,
s BrepBble yBuAen 3ToT AoM. Ecnm 6bl Torga meHs nepeexan
KaKOM-HNOYAb C/Ay4YaiHbIA FPYy30BUK, MHE HE MPULLIOCL Obl
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NnepeXxuTb TakKOWM YXac, U A He paccka3sbiBan 6Obl Bam ceiivac
BeCb 3TOT KoLUMap.

JomM 6bl1 Heb60MbLIOW, HO O4YeHb cTapblii. B aTom paiioHe
NOSIHO TakMX NamMATHUKOB BpemeH Enn3aBeTbl. Kasanocb, ero
KpacuBble BbICOKME OKHA YXMbIIAOTCA, BUAA MO HULLETY, Y
6pocaloT MHe B NULO Har/blii BbI30B. Hafd BX0oAOM s yBupen
TabnIMykKy co cnoBamMn, KOTOPblE BCENW/IN B MEHA HEMasylo
Hagexay — «[lom cpaetcsa». Bpems y>ke 6b1710 no3gHee, yanubl
ornycTenun, 1 rosioBa Mos ryfena oT Harnps>KeHUs N ycTanocTw,
Kak Heb6o, TaK W He paspsauvBLLeecs A0AT0XKAAaHHOW rpo30ii.
W BOpyr, CNOBHO MNOAX/eCTbiBasA MeHS B MOeW HepeLinTesib-
HOCTM, OTPOMHasA Kanssa yrnana MHe nNpsamMo Ha n106. Kannsa 6binia
NNNKOWM W Tenuon, Kak cama 3Ta HOYb, U BCE COMHEHMUS TYT e
pacceanncb. BHYTpM 3TOro camMoyBepeHHOro W HagMEHHOro
[OMa, HEecCOMHEHHO, MeHs1 XAano y6exuile OT npencTosLei
6ypw.

A OCTOPOXHO nNpubNn3unca K fsepu. EcTecTBeHHO, OHa
okasanacb 3anepTol. Ha BcAKMIA cnydali 8 npoBepus OKHa
NepBoro 3TaXka W Bblpyraacsa: KakK Bcerfga, MHe aTasbHO
He Be3/10. Ho TyT s 3ameTun, 4TO0 OAHO OKHO He COBCEM
NAOTHO 3aKpbITO — BMAWMMO, ocnabnu 6onTbl. A ornsgencsa no
cTopoHaM. [loNuuencKnii, AeXypuBlUWi Ha yrny, Kak pas
NOBEPHY/NCA KO MHe CMAWHOM, [Be MNapoyku TOPOMIMBO MNpPO-
6exxanm mumo. Ceugeteneir Het. OcTanbHOe 6bII0  AE/I0OM
OfIHOW MWHYTbl. 3BOH CTeK/sa, MOBOPOT PYYKU — U OKHO
OTKPbITO.

OTKpbITO, M €06Ma3HUTENIbHO MaHWUT BOBHYTPb.

M3 nocnegHuMx cwun 9 Bckapabkasica Ha MNOLOKOHHUK
W, CNYCTA  CUYMTaHHble  CeKyHAbl, [OOBO/IbHO  HE/0BKO
MIIOXHYBLWIWCL Ha MO/, BCe >Xe OKa3a/lcad B 3aBeTHOM Me-
cTe.

He 3Hato, CKONbLKO BpeMeHW A MposieXkasl Ha rosy, MNbiTasacb
oTAblwaTbes. Ceppue 6elleHO KOT0TUI0Ch, B BUCKAX CTy4daso.
MoxkeT ObITb, 4aca MOATOpPa, & MOXET, BCEro HeCKO/NbKO
MUHYT. HaBepHOe, A BCe-Taku NoTepsn co3HaHue. Eule 6bl!
YXe TpU AHA Y MeHs BO PTy He 6bi10 HM Kpowkn! Ho BOT,
HaKOHeL, S MNOAHAMCH, 3aKpbll OKHO, 4YTOObl He BbI3blBATb
noAo3peHUiA, N OCMOTPEsSl KapMaHbl B NMOUCKax 3aBasisiBLUENCH
CMNYKMN.

Korpa cnnyka 3axrnacb, S YyTb He BbIPOHW/ ee Npu Buae
OTKPbIBLUErOCA 3penuuia.

KomHaTta 6bl1a 06cTaB/ieHa AOpOrov CTapMHHOM Mebesbio B
ctune XVII Beka. Ha 60nblIOM MpaMOPHOM KaMWHE BO3Bbl-
Wwancs cepebpsiHbIA MOACBEYHUK Ha CeMb CBeYeld, U A cpasy Xe
3aXer WX, 4To6bl Pas3rnsafeTb BCe MNONyuLle.
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BHavane s nogymars, 4To OT rosiofa y MeHsl Hadalucb ras-
noumHaumn. Ho HeT — Bce 6bl10 HacTosAWwMM. U A, HecuacT-
HbIl 6e300MHbIV 6poasra, Hawen NpuT B TaKOM MeCTe, Onu-
caTb KOTOpOEe He XBaTaeT HUKaAKUX CNOB. ITO Obl1 HacTOALWWNI
paii aHTukBapuara!

C noAcBe4YHMKOM B pyKe S Mojollen K ABepu KOMHaTtbl U
HeHafloNIro 3afepykancsa y nopora. MHe BApyr cTtano He o
cebe. CHapy>Xu oM Kasasics nycTbiM N 3a6pOLLEHHbIM, U CBU-
[leTenbCTBOM TOMY Oblna Tabnmuka o cgayve. BHyTpu e cTosiia
pockolHas Mebenb, 1 BCe FOBOPUIO O TOM, UYTO 3[€Cb >XMBYT
nwogn. Heyxenn s owmnbea?

f1 BNonHe MOr nonacTb He TyAa, KyAa XoTef, ecnn NpUHATb
BO BHMMaHMe MoOe TorfallHee MayeBHOe cOCTOsHWe. Ecnu
X035ieBa OOHapy>aT MeHsl, MHe Hecfo6poBaTb. HackofbKo £
NOMHWA, NOSINLENCKNIA CTOSIT COBCEM PSAAOM, U ecin MeHs
O0TBeAYyT B y4acTOK, TO BCe MOW OTFOBOPKW MOKaXyTcs Heybe-
auTenbHbIMU. C TOUKM 3pEHUS X03AMHa A0Ma, A Obl1 cambim
HaCTOALMM BOPOM-B3/TOMLLMKOM.

Tiopbma? [la, OHa npeacTaBnsfna CBOEro pofa ybexulle,
HO MOSI NPUPOAHas rOpPAOCTb BCErAa BbIHY)XKAana MeHsl 0TKa3bl-
BaTbCA OT BbIF04 THOPEMHOrO 3ak/4veHUs. Brnpodyem, Kakas
Yy MeHs MOXeT O6biTb ropaoctb?.. f TOAbKO YCMEXHY/CH
Npyv MbICAIN O Hel, BCMOMHMB O CBOEM He3aBMAHOM MOM0OXe-
HUW. W1 BOT TOorga-to s BrepBble YCAbIWan 3TOT CTpallHbIN
3BYK.

CnepBa A nogymasn, 4To LUYM — BepHee, KakKoe-TO Herno-
HATHOE TyAeHNe — POXXAAeTcs B MOel rosoBe, 1 NPUroToBUIICA
K HOBbIM ClOprpu3am, KOTOpble MOF MpenojHecT! MHe MOW A0
KPaiHOCTM W3MYy4YeHHbIi opraHm3am. [yn To HapacTan, TO
NoYTU MNpekpailiancs, HO He COBCEM, BYATO KaKoli-TO HeBUAM-
Mbli CaMONET KPY>XWU BbICOKO Hafg AOMOM. $1 OCTaHOBWACA U
BCTPAXHY/ FON0BOM, YTOObI N36aBUTbCA OT 3TOr0 HA30M/INBOIO
wyma B ywax. Ho HeT, rygeHme He rnpekpawianocb, U 6bl10
Takoe Bne4yaTneHwe, OGYATO S 3acCyHYN rosioBy B MNYENUHbINA
ynein.

Kak TONbKO MHe Ha yM MpULLIO 3TO CPaBHEHMe, 1 3aMeTul,
YTO B KOMHaTe cTano Tersiee. [MOKaYyHYBLUWCL, S1 MPOTSAHYN
pYKy Brepeg M TONKHYN Tshkenyw ABepb. OHa OTKpblAach, U
yepe3 CeKyHAy S O4YyTW/ICA B MPOCTOPHOM 3ane. U B TOT >e
MUI rygeHne CMOJSKJIO.

Mpwn cBeTe cBeyeli A 3amMeTUN HebOMbLUYIO ABepb, BeAy-
LY, OYEBUAHO, Ha KYXHI, M cpasy >e LUaTKOM MNOXO4KOWA
HanpaBuaca Tyfa — TaM HaBepHsAKa Haligetcs u4TOo-HUbyAb
cbecTHoe! A wen MeaneHHO, onacascb, Kak Obl cKpuny4me
[y60Bble MOMOBMUbI HE Bblda/IM MeHs X03sieBaM.
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OuyeHb OCTOPOXXHO OTKPbIB 3Ty MasieHbKyl ABepb, S YBU-
[en, 4To OHa BefdeT B MNPUXOXYK, a YXe OoTTyAa MOXHO
nonactb M B KyXHIO.

A nogHAN NOACBEYHWK Haf rosioBOi U BHMMATE/IbHO OCMOT-
penca. CnpaBa OT MeHSl Oblna elle ofHa ABepb — HaBepHoe, B
cnasibH. MOTOM A MOCMOTPEsT Ha/leBO U YyTb HE BCKPUKHY/
OT pajocTu.

Ha maneHbKOM KyXOHHOM CToOfe 6blna pas3noxkeHa ega, o
KOTOPOW 51 He MOr Jake MeuyTaTb. [locTaBMB MOACBEUYHMK Ha
n(?n, 8 TyT >ke Habpocwusics Ha Hee WM CTa/l >XKafgHO noepatb
6yKBasIbHO BCe, YTO MoNajasiocb MHe MoA PyKy. Bce npuHumnbI
BbICOKOV MOpanuM B MFHOBEHME OKa McYe3nu. B KOHUe KOHLO0B,
1 — 4YeNOBEK, XXMBOE CYLLECTBO, W He e y)Ke HECKONbKO AHEN.
KTo >ke mocmeeT ynpeKHyTb MeHS B TOM, UYTO Sl He CMOI OTKa-
3aTb CBOEMY WU3MYYEHHOMY Tesly M oKa3asica He B cuiax cTep-
neTb MPUCTYNbl aACKoOW 60nn B >xenyake?

TyT A cHOBa YyC/iblwan 3TOT HeNpuATHbIA, AaBAWni
3BYK — HU3KO0e, MPOTSHKHOe ryfeHne. Ho Tenepb A y>XKe TOYHO
3HaN, 4YTO 3TO He NJOA4 FOMOAHbIX FAIUUHALUA — ronosa
MOSi y>Ke MNposicHWAacb. S ONycTWUA cTakKaH, KOTOpblii TOMbKO
YTO HaMo/HUA KakKUM-TO CNagkvM BUMHOM, W MNpucnyLllancs.

Moxoxe, ryn wen wm3 cnasbHW. OTNUB HEMHOrO BUHA,
A nojowen K ABepU W MPUAbHYN YXOM K 3aMOYHOW CKBa-
YKMHe.

3333-333-333!..

[a, owmbKn He 6bI10 — 3BYK LLUEN MMEHHO OTTyfa. Torga s
peLuna NoCMOTPETh, UTO XKE TaM MPOUCXOAMT, HO Yepe3 3amou-
HYI0 CKBa&>XMHY HWYero He yBmaen — B KOMHaTe Obl10 cnwm-
LWKOM TeMHO. W BApYr cTpaHHOe >XenaHuWe O0BMafeno MHOM.
1 3aX0TeN HernpemMeHHO BbIACHUTb, OTKyAa WUCXOAWUT 3TOT ryn
W, pUCKys pasbyauTb XNUMbLIOB, BCE Y& OTBAXMUJ/ICA OCTOPOXKHO
NMOBEPHYTb PYUKY [ABEpU.

MouTn cpasy e ryfeHue npekpaTuiock. MeaneHHo, 04YeHb
MeAJ/IEHHO S OTKPbI/ ABEPb W 3arfisiHyn BHYTpb. U cepaue moe
cXanocb OT Yy»Xaca.

MocepeanHe KOMHaTbl Ha ABYX CTyNnbAX CTOSAN rpob, a Ha
nosly BO3/e Hero — fABa MOACBEYHMKA C TOpYaLLMMM KOPOTEeHb-
KMMK orapkamu. B yrny s 3ametun 60/blIyl0 KpoBaTb ¢ 6an-
OaxuHOM, Ha KoTopoi B OGecrnopsigke 6bina pasbpocaHa
ofexaa. PagoM ¢ KpoBaTbi fieXana M Kpblllka rpoba.

CHauana npv TYCK/IOM CBeTe CBEYell MHe MoKasasocb, YTO
B rpoby nexxut Herp. A nogowen 6amKe, U N0 Mepe MOEro
NPUONVXKEHUA TYy/T Hadan ycuamBaTbCs.

M BApyr Kak 6yATo Byanb MofgHsnack ¢ Tpyna, obHaxkas
TO, YTO OCTaN0Chb Ha ero 06rno4aHHOM rHoswWeMes nnue, npea-
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CTaBLUEM Mepes MOMM WCMyraHHbIM B30poM. EfBa He 3afoXx-
HYBLUMCb OT afCKOro cmpafa, s OTLIATHY/CA W 3aKMypuIcH,
4yTOObl HEe CMOTPETb Ha 3TO W3YPOAOBAHHOE rOJi0e CYLLECTBO.
OT XKYTKOro 3anaxa FHWAM TOLHOTA BOJIHOW MoAKaTuna K
ropny. Crapasicb He fblWwaTb, 4TOObl He 4yBCTBOBaTb 3TOM
OVKOM BOHW, § LWArHY/N Hasaf, HO 4TO-TO MOMNano MHe Moj
HOrW, A CMOTKHY/CA, 3a4en CNWHOM [Bepb, W OHa C LUYMOM
3axnonHynack. CekyHAy CMycTa £ yXe 0TOuBancs 0T ThicAY
MyX, KOTOpble cneTenu ¢ Tpyna W Tenepb APOCTHO aTakoBaIu
MEeHs,, MCTA 3a TO, YTO S MOMewan WX MUpPLLECTBY.

A oTyasHHO OTMaxmBancs pykamu, npasfa, 6e3 ocob6oro
ycnexa. MHe noka3anocb, YTO BCS 3Ta KOMHAaTa OXufa U npe-
BpaTuiacb B MWIMOHbI  KPOLUEYHbIX JUMKUX BOOCATbIX
Nanok, XBaTakLWmnX MeHsi CO BCEX CTOPOH. M HM Ha CEKyHAY He
npekpawiancs 3T0T KOLWMapHbIA ryn — 3BYK OblOLLMXCSA B 3/10-
BOHHOM BO34yXe KpblibeB. OfjHa Myxa, KpynHee BCeX OCTalib-
HbIX, Cena Ha MOK BepXHIOK ryby W nonbiTanach NPOCYHYTb
CBOE XXWMPHOE TeflbLie MHe B POT. {1 BCMOMHWA O Tpyne, KOTO-
PbIM OHa TO/IbKO YTO NUTaNach, U MeHa 3aTOLIHWUIO0. A ¢ CUNOoN
yfapun cebs no rybam, ¢ XntonaHbeM pasfaBuil 3Ty XXUPHYHO
MyXy W YCAbllaa, Kak OHa TSKeno OpskHynacb Ha non.

Kaknm-To o6pa3om MHe yfanocb gobparbcs Ao ABepv npu-
XO0Xel M OTKpbITb ee. OTOMBAsACL OT MyX, i NOTEPSN CBOM MOA-
CBEYHMK W Temepb Haowynb npobupancs B TFOCTMHYH, MO-
CTOSIHHO CMOTbLIKAACh W 3afbIXasAcb OT yXaca /[iBepb crnanbHu
3ax/IoNHyNach 3a MHOR, U g Bo3bnarogapun 6ora 3a CBOe cna-
ceHue. B noBefeHWUN 3TUX KPblnaTbiX 6eCoB 6Gbl10 YTO-TO OYEHb
CTpaHHOe, OYATO OHW 06f1afanv eauHbIM pasymoMm, [eicTBO-
Ba/IM COO6LA W Hamajann Ha MeHs Mo OnpefeNieHHON CXeme,
CMIOBHO WX [ABWKEHWEM PYKOBOAWN OfWMH BbICWIWIA nugep wan
o6LwuiA  pasym.

OcTaBlINCL B TEMHOTE, A CTaN Hayraj UCKaTb [Bepb, Befy-
Wyt B 3a1. W HakoHel nanblbl Haulynanu pydky $ pesko
MoBepHy/n ee, NMOTOM elle U elle pas, HO [Bepb He OTKpbIBa-
Nnacb — 3aMOK MPOCKanb3blBan, W CTpawHas MbIC/b MPOH3UNa
MO/ MO3r: 3ax/I0NHYB BCe ABEpU C MPY>KUHHbLIMU 3amMKaMmu, S
3aTtoumnn cam cebs B 3TOM [bSBONLCKOM [OMe.

Ob6e3ymeB OT y»xaca, A Hayaa M30 BCEX CWJT JIOMUTbCS B
[Bepb. S BHOBb M BHOBb BCEM TENOM HaBanMBascs Ha 3Ty Heo-
JOMMMYI0 fy60BYHO Mperpagy, TpaTsli TO/IbKO 4YTO BOCCTaHOB-
NEeHHble cuUMbl Ha 6ecnonesHble, OTYasHHblE MOMbITKA Bblb-
paTbCca U3 MNpUXOXer. N nouTtu yxe notepsn Hagexagy, Kak
BAPYF BCMOMHWA O KyXHE.

— ManoT! — rpoMko Bblpyrancs f W, CroTbiKascb, 6po-
cunca B TeMHOTE K Apyroli aBepu. 34ecCb, TOMbKO 34eCb MeHS
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XOeT n3basneHue! A MOBepHYNCA M MOrpo3na KynakoM 3TUM
MEP3KMM XYMOKALLMM TBapaAM, 3anepTbiM B CNaibHe 3a TOM
CTpALLHON [BepbHo.

OHU XOTenn noayumTb MOe TeNno — NUTb TEennyk KpoBb
N Tep3aTb XMBYH NAOTb! H nouyBCTBOBaN 3TO, A 3Han 3TO
y)Xe Torga, B KOMHaTe, Korga oT6uBancs OT HuX. Ho s unx
obmaHy.

MobesHO 3ax0X0TaB, S KMHY/CH B KyXHI, Hafesicb 4epes
YepHbIiA Xof BbIATK Ha ynuuy. Cnpasa OT MeHs 6bi10 60MbLLOe
OKHO, 4epe3 KOTOPOE /IyHHbI CBeT NPOHWKAaN B MOMELLEHME.
1 nonpo6oBan MOBepPHYTH LLEKONLYy Ha 3afHeli ABepu, U —o0
nesa Mapusi! —oHa nogganacb. Ho noTom cmex Mo CTuX.
MpoknaTas fBepb He [BUranacb HW B Kakylo. $ Tofkan ee u
TAHYN Ha cebsl, HO Bce OblIO TWETHO. W nub NoBHUMATE b-
Hell nNpurnagesBlINCL K ABepW, i MOHAN, B Yem feno. OcTpble
KOHUMKN TBO34e Topyanum 4Yepe3 paBHble MNPOMEXYTKM MO
BCEMY ee MepuMEeTPY — MO eAUHCTBEHHbIN BbIXO4 Oblf 3aK0-
NOYEH CHAapPY>XW 6ONbLIMMMK TBO3AAMU.

Ho nouemy?

Bapyr Ha ynuue nocnbilwancs 3BOH KOMOKO/bYMKa. f Bbl-
rNAHYN B OKHO. Kak CTpaHHO BbIFNAAAT HOYbKO 3TW MPeKpacHo
3HaKoMble MHe MecTal

Mepeno MHOWA 6blna Kakas-TO COBEPLUEHHO HEeW3BEeCTHas
yacTb ropoga. CocefiHue foMa CTOsSiM Tak 6/M3KO, YTO, Kasa-
NOCb, MOXHO AOTAHYTLCA [0 HUX PYKOW. H 3aMeTwus, 4To BCe
OHM OYeHb HeOObIYHO packKpalleHbl, a KpblWW CXOAATCA Tak
67113K0, UTO eflBa OCTaeTCA MeCTO A/ cBeTa — TOMbKO Y3eHb-
Kve MONocKM Heba Mexay LoMamu.

3BOH Konokonbyuka npubnuxancs. Ternepb OH 6bl1 CTbl-
LLEH COBCEM YXXe pPAfoM, Y CKBO3b HEro Sl pas3nuumn CTyK Kosec
0 6YNbDKHYIO MOCTOBYI0. Pa3faBascs ewe Yen-T0 MOHOTOHHbIN
ronoc, HO CNoB A NOKa pa3obpaTb He MOr.

Kakoin Toprosew, Mor npuexatb Ctoga CO CBOEI MOBO3KOW B
Takoe Bpemsi? Ho KTO 6bl OH HW Obln, § MO HafeaTbCA Mony-
YWTb OT HEero MoMmolb, Hago Oblf0 TOMBKO MpUBAEYL Kak-To
K cebe ero BHUMaHuWe. A BCKapabkancs Ha CTON BO3/e OKHa
MW MOCMOTpen BHWM3. [JOM CTOA1 Ha KOCOrope, W MNpbiratb
oTctofja Obl10 HEBO3MOXHO — C/IMLLKOM BbICOKO HaxOAWI0Ch
3TO OKHO.

HakoHel, Ha ynuue nosBWMach MNOBO3Ka, 3anpsKeHHas
MOHYPOI1 BOPOHOI4 NoLWaAbio, KOTOPYHO Bef Nof, y3ALbl XMYpbIii
MY>U4MHa. B pyke OH [epXan KONOKOMbYWMK W BpeMs OT Bpe-
MEeHW YTO-TO BbIKpMKMBA/. Ha MOBO3Ke cuien ewe oAuH Yeno-
BEK, Uy 060MX OblIN Takue CKOpOHble nnua, 6yATo Cyvynnoch
UTO-TO OYeHb CEepbe3HOe.
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Ha ctone A yBuAen CTapuHHbIA (OHapb W, OTbICKaB
CMWYKY, 3aKer ero, NofHeC K OKHY W Hayan Mef/IeHHO packa-
4UMBaTb W3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. CKOpPO OHW 3aMeTAT MeHs,
OCTaHOBATCA W MNOMOrYT BbIGPaTbCA M3 3TOr0 MPOKAATOrO
Joma.

Hy BoT! OH 3aMeTnn MeHs 1 MalleT pykoii. Ho 4To OH Bce
BPeMS BbIKPWKMBAeT C TakKoW CTpPaHHOW HAaCTOMYMBOCTbLIO?
A ynblBHYNCA U KUBHY/, NOfA3blBas ero nogbexaTb OGavke.

N TyT cnoBa ero AOHeCcAUCb A0 MOMX Yluein. Heyxenu 1
cowen ¢ yma? A BeAb HUYEro paHbLue He 3Ha/ 06 3TOM Tpyne B
cocefHeli KOMHaTe. Tak MO4YeMy >Xe OH MHOr03HauyuTeNbHO
yKaszan MHe NasbLeM Ha KpblabLO U BHOBb MPOKpuya: «BbIHO-
cuTe Tpynbl!» —a NOTOM MNOKasan Ha Tenexky, HarpyxeH-
HYt0 — 4YeM Obl Bbl Aymanu?.. 9 COAPOrHyncs, yBuAeB, 4YTO B
MOBO3KE B OfHY HEBEPOATHYIO XXYTKYK Kydy CBajieHbl 0au,
W, KOrAa SIyHHbIA CBET ynaa Ha Hee, S 3aMeTU/, YTO HEKOTO-
pble U3 HUX eLle >KuBbl!

Bce ewe He NoHWMas, 4TO MPOUCXOAMUT, S MOCMOTPEN Ha
[OMa HanpoTMB M OTHYasAHHO 3akpuyan. Ha Kaxpaoi asepw 6bin
HapucoBaH MefioM 6ONbLION XMUPHbIA KPecT — 3HaK CMepTw,
3HaK 6e3HafeXHOCTW; 3HaK, MOHATHbIA BO BCEM MWpe —
KPECT 4YMbl!

MoBo3ka nokaTWnachb Aanblle, a A CTOAA, Kak rpoMOM
MOPaXEHHbIN, U He MOr ABMHYTbLCS C MecTa. A Obli OLenoM-
NeH. Heyxenwu, nonas B 3TOT [OM, S NPOBA/UIICS Ha TPU CTO-
netus Haszaa? MoxeT 6bITb, A YXXe ymMep B TOIR 3710CHACTHOM
apke, W BCE 3TO — MOW COOCTBEHHbIA ag? A ckan ronosy
pykamum ¥ B 3TOT MWUI BHOBb YCAbllan Haf CO60i 3n0BeLlee
XY>KKaHMe.

[poxa OoT cTpaxa, f Ha LbINOYKax MOAKpanca K ABepw,
BbICOKO MOAHSB Haj FONOBOA CBOWA (hOHapb. I'yn HacTO/bKO
YCUINACH, UTO €ro YXKe Henb3s Bbl0 CPaBHUTL JaXe C Nuyenu-
HbIM poeM. Myxu NpuwM B 6ELUEHCTBO U3-3a TOro, YTO WX
YKepTBa OKasblBana UM COnpoTuBAeHKE. A Beflb XUBas 406b1ya,
HaBepHoe, 6blna ANA HWX Kyda npuaTHee Tpyna!

B pgome 6blna cTpallHas AyxoTa, M MHE OYeHb XOTenoCb
NUTb. S BCMOMHWA O efle W BWHE, HO efBa B3rNsHYB Ha CTO/,
TYT e C OTBpalleHueM oTwaTtHynca. Heyxenn Bcero Hec-
KO/IbKO MWHYT Has3af f MOr eCTb 3Ty NuLy, CMAOLb KULLALLYHO
XVUPHBIMK  GefbiMK YepBAMM U aiilaMn Myx? Wnm Bce 3To
ycreno CTyXHYyTb 3a TO BpeMs, Moka § OTCYTCTBOBan?

W BApyr Haj ronoBoii 8 yCnbllwan rpoMKoe nobefHoe XYX-
XaHwe, NOBepHyYN ronoBy M 3amep, He B CUAX MOLLEBEIUTBLCS.

Ha KyCcOK Tyxnoro wMsica BeINYECTBEHHO OMYyCTM/ACh
OrpOMHas XXMPHas Myxa pasMepoMm C rpeukuii opex. OHa He
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ABUranacb, HO B ee Mo3e 6blI0 YTO-TO BbI3blBAIOLLEE U 3/10BE-
wee. Yepes cekyHAy K Heil MPUCOEAVMHWAMCL elle [ABe
TaKue e, 1 Temepb XYXKaHWe CTano CAbILWHO AaXe B roCTu-
HOIA.

f1 nocmoTpen Ha fBepb CnasbHW, U BOM/b YXXaca BbipBancs
n3 Moeil rpyau. W3-nog ABepu CM/OWHBIM MOTOKOM MON3/M
HaceKOMble BE/IMYMHOW C KPYMHYH BWLUHIO, He MeHblle. Ha
MFHOBEHME OCTaHaB/IMBAsACb Yy LUEW, OHW pacnpaBAsin
KpblNbsi W B37€TaNM Ha CTON. Tam OHWM 3aHUManu 60eBytO
Mo3nLMi0, BbLICTPaMBA/IMCb POBHbIMK pAgamMy No3agu Tpex
CBOMX MpeABOAMTENEN.

ALCKUIA TN HanonHWA Bce nomeleHne. Myxm TOpPXXeCTBO-
Bann. C [AbSBOMbCKON METOAUYHOCTLIO OHM FOTOBWANCH K MO-
cneaHeit atake. VM yaanocb NepexuTpuTb MeHs, U Tenepb OHW
TOMbKO XAaM CUrHana K HanageHuto. A g CTOSAN napanus3o-
BaHHbI, HabMO4as, Kak OHM MPOAO/KAIOT BbICTPaMBaTb CBOM
pagabl.

HeckonbKo CeKyHA OHW CMAENN Ha CTOMe HEMOABMXXHO U
nogpkuaann, noka nocnefHve congatbl 3TOW 6e3ymHON apmuu
3aiiMyT cBOM MecTa. A MOTOM, KakK OAHO CyLlecTBO, pa3oM
MOAHSNNCL B BO34YX, W BCE BOKPYr 3aryfeno 0T [BVKEHWS
MWUAMIMOHOB WX KPbIIbEB, U TN 3TOT TMMHOM CMEPTU pasHeccs
no BCEMY AOMY.

C AVKUM KPUKOM 5 BblGEXan B KYXHI, YPOHUB MO Aopore
(hoHapb, a TbICAYM MapasUTOB C PEBOM BUXPSMU HOCUIMCh
BOKPYT MeHsl, CaguIncb Ha nnuo, Liew, 3abuBanuch B ywu U
POT. S HWYEro He MOr BUAETb W, CMEMO OTOWMBAsACb OT HMX,
Hacuny BcKapabKkancs Ha CTon y OkHa. o 3emnu 6bino He
MeHee LUecTHaguaT (yToB, HO S HU CeKyHAbl He Konebasncs.
B gome uyyma, Myxu HecyT ee Ha cebe, a 3Ha4MT, BCS MuLia
TOXe Oblna 3apaxkeHa! EaBa BCNOMHMB 0 efe, S MOYYBCTBOBAS
OTYasHHbIA MPUCTYN TOLUHOTBI.

OKOHuaTeNlbHO Tepsas ronoBYy, i pasMaxHyncs U Kynakom
Bbicagun cTekno. M xota cyapba mMost Obina yxe npefpeLleHa,
A pewnn 06MaHyTb 3TUX TBapei. lMycTb Ayylle XPyT MoW
TPyn, HO >XMBOE Teno — HukKoraa!

— BblHocuTe Tpynbl! —B WUCTepuKe 3akpuyan .

A MOTOM 3aKpblal rnasa W wWarHya B MNycToTy.

Ha aTom 6poasra CMO/IK, U KOHeL, UCTOPUMN §i y3HaN yxe OT
ero Bpava, KOTOPOro BCTPETWU/N Ha YNuLE, BbIXOAS M3 60Mb-
HULbI.

— Ero nopgo6Gpan B 04HOM U3 MepeysikoB B Xon6opHe.
HecuacTHbIli cny4ail — rpy3oBuK nepeexan emy Horu. bea-

43



HAra, OH MOYTW yMuUpan OT ronoga W, ecTeCTBeHHO, Gpeawn.
W ¢ Tex mop A HMKaK He MOTy 3aCTaBUTb ero 3abbiTb BCHO 3Ty
Yylb, KOTOPYH OH BaM CErofHs pacckasblBall.

Becb Beuep  pasmbIlWAAn Hag YCblWwaHHbIM. [paBguBa
3Ta UCTOpUA WM Xe ABNSeT coboli bped 60MbHOro? Tak U He
Hailgs oTeeTa, A OTNpaBunaca B X0N6OpH, HO He CMOr pasbic-
KaTb TOro AOMa, O KOTOPOM Lifa peyb B pacckase 6pogsru.
LLlothep cKopoii momMoLiM MoKasan MHe TO MecTo, rae nomob-
pasin Hec4acTHOro. Jonroe BpemMs s HaBOAWA CNPaBKW U BbIsiC-
HWMI, 4TO [Oopora MNPOXOAWT 34ecb Haj MEeCTOM 3axXOpPOHEHMSs
YEpTB BeNUKON anugemMun YepHoid YyMbl.






nareTT roToBbl, A YXe uUgy,— pas-
Jjanca ©3 KyXHW Becenblil rosoc
Mapuronbg,.
BHe3anHo 3a OKHOM B3Bblla U
CTUXNa CUMpeHa BO3AYLLHON TpeBorw,
M ee TYT XXe MOAXBATUIM ApYyrue, C
TOI CTOPOHBbI PEKW.
Mapuronbg BOWIa B FOCTUHYHO C
MOAHOCOM B pyKax.
— Ecnu
HO — CNYCTUMCS BHM3. A MoKa faBail CMOKOWHO noo6e-
[laeM,— C Y/blOKOI CKa3ana OHa, pa3Bs3biBasi PO30BbIl B LiBE-
TOYeK nepefHUK. Mapuronbf 6Oblia ofeta B CBOe t06MMOe
XENToe CWUTLeBOe nnaTbe, KOTOPOe TakK eMy HpaBW/OCh.
YUepes OTKpbITble OKHA Ha CKaTepTb Majanu OpaHXXeBble
nyun 3akaTa. VX keapTupa Haxogunacb Ha CefbMOM 3TaXe B
60/bLLIOM CTapoM A0oMe Ha HabepexHoi. BHU3y cepebpunach
Tem3a, MOAepHyTas NErkoi OCeHHEN [AbIMKOWA.
— Capamcb, foporoil,— ckasana oHa.— W nocmoTpu, 4to £
npuroToBuna. paBaa, S CTAHOB/IOCb HACTOALLEN XO3AAKONR?
Ho oH He cmoTpen Ha AbiMslieecs 61040, KOTOPOe OHa
gepxana B pykax. OH pasrfsgbiBan Boniockl Mapuronsg,
Takme MSArkue 1 30M10TUCTblE, U ee fasa, MOJSIHble CYACTbs U
no6Bsu.
Ein 6bino fgBafuath €T, U LWeN YXe MATbIA Mecay, WX
CYNpY>XecTBa.
— Hy cagb, noxanyicta. M 4ero Tbl Tak ycTaBuACs?
A1 4TO, Nepenauykana cebe HOC nomagon?
— HeT,—o0TBeTWN OH, NOAOABMrasfchb GMMXKe K CTONy.—
MpocTto A no6no Tebs, U MHe HpPaBUTCA Ha Tebs CMOTPETH.
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HeoXunpaHHO rge-To pagoM pasfancs OrfyWwuTenbHbIii
B3pbIB, W BC/ES 3@ HUM YTO-TO C TSXKE/bIM FPOXOTOM PYXHYNO.

— Boxe moit! — BOCKNIMKHYyNna Mapuronbf, BCKaKuMBas €O
CTyna.— 3TO COBCEM Y>XXe 6/13Ko!

M npexae 4yem OH ycren OTBETUTb, TULLIMHA CHOBa pas3op-
Basiacb NPOH3UTE/IbHLIM BM3rom 60M6, AOM OMATL 3aTPsACcNo, U
CTekna 3a3BEHENM OT YAapHOW BOSHbI.

— bBbicTpee BHU3! — KPUKHYN OH.

Mapuronba MOCAYLIHO B3fina Cymouky. C Tex nop, Kak
Hayanucb 60M6exKKn, OHa Bcerfa Oblna HaroToBe. B cymouke
NneXxanu feHbrn, ero nucbma K Hel, otorpagum, Kpem Ans
nunua, rybHas nomaga u o6bpydyanbHOe KOMbLO.

OH B3aN1 CBOe MNanbToO, (DOHAPWK, CTalWa C KpoBaTel
ofesina N BMeCTe C >XEHOI 3acnewinn BHUS.

Cnyck ¢ cefibMOro aTaxka 6bln AN HWX [eNoM [0BOJIbHO
C/OXHbIM — ero 60/bHble HOTW CAYLIANNCh M0X0 U He MO3BO-
NANW nepefiBUrathCa C JOCTATOYHOW CKOPOCTbKO. 3aTO 3TO
136aBUNO ero OT MOOMAM3aLMU U NO3BOAUAIO HaCNaXAaTbCA
CeMeliHbIM CYacTbeM, KOrga BCe CBEPCTHUKM AaBHO YXe Obliu
Ha (DpoHTe.

C KaXfblM HOBbIM B3pbIBOM CTEK/A OTYasHHO Apebe3xany,
M U3 BCeX [Bepeli BbICKaKUBaIM MepenyraHHble >KUbLpbl C
ofesanaMyv 1 MepuHaMu B pyKax.

Y6exuwe Haxogunocb B nogsane. 370 6bina 6onblias
KOMHaTa C HW3KMM CBOAYaTbIM NOTONKOM. Heckonbko KpoxoT-
HbIX OKOLUEeK 6blfn 3a/10XKeHbl MeLlKaMu ¢ neckom. [losciogy
CTOS/IN LUE3NIOHTN W PacKnafyLuKu.

Ynpamas noxunasa negu, Kotopas 3asBuaa, YTO HUKaKoid
HEMELKKWA HaneT He 3acTaBMT ee NOKMHYTb JIOHAOH, Bbina yxxe
BHM3Y, 3aKyTaHHas B MPOCTOPHbI/ CUMPEHEeBbI xanaT. Bokpyr
Hee NieXXannm MHOrOYMC/EHHbIe CBEPTKW. B ganbHem yrny pas-
MecTunacb napoyka CTapukoB, NHOOMBLUMX NopaccyXpatb O
pasHbiX B3pbiBax. [Be W3BECTHble MEBULLbI YUTaNW, fexa Ha
CBOMX packnagywkax. B apyrom yray rpysHblii wwTabHOM
KanuTaH pa3fpaXKeHHO Cpakancs C 3aeBLUE MOMHWEN chanb-
HOMo MeLlKa.

CBeT OT eIMHCTBEHHOM NamMMNOYKN Mog NOTONIKOM 6bl1 Npu-
TYWeH YbMM-TO TEMHbIM HOCOBbIM M/1AaTKOM.

Hanet oxwugancs AOArMA U CUMbHBIA. MeLWKN C NEeCKOM
NpUraywanu 3BYK B3pPbIBOB, HO CTEHbl 34aHUA MNPOLO/MKaIN
yrpoxatoue cogporarbcad. HUKTO He pasrosapusan. lNpoLunu
Te BPeMeHa, KOrja B yOeXxuLLe ele CNbllUanuchb LWYTKU 1 CMEX.
[lBe Houn Hasag pasbom6unnM AoM HanpoTWB, M KOMaHAa cane-
poB [0 CUX MOp BblTackmBana u3-nof 0610MKOB MOrMGLUKX.

HakoHel noctens gns Mapuronbf 6bina rotosa. Yibl-
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6ascb, OH MOBEPHYNCA K Held, U OHa paccmesnack. Ee cuactiu-
Bbll CMeX pa3Heccs No yoexuLly, v cepauTblii LITabHON Kanu-
TaH C HefOBOSIbHbIM BWUAOM OKWHYM WX OCYXAAOLMM B3rs-
fom. OH ¢ TpeBOroil npucaywmsaics K LWyMy BHOBb Npubau-
XalLWMXCS CaMOJIeTOB.

— Tbl nocmoTpW, Kakas A MAMOTKa,— CKasana OHa.—
A [§o cux nop AepXky B pykax o0fesno.

Mapuronbf, KMHyMa ero Ha packnagyLiky, 1 O4esno ApKim
NATHOM 3aropenocb Ha cepoMm (oHe Ope3eHTa. HakoHel, oHa
ynernacb, OH 3ab00T/IMBO HaKpbla ee CBepXy, a Mnog rosoBy
BMECTO MOAYLIKN MOMOXW/ CBOE CBEPHYTOE NanbTo.

HukTo He xoTen cnaTb, HO BCe fnexanu Tuxo. MHorue
ynTanu, Nnbo genanu BWUf, YTO yuTatoT. [Ae-To HaBepxy Haj-
CafHO pblyaiin TXKeNble CamofeThl, BbiAM 6OMObI 1 310BeLLe
yXanm OTA&IeHHble B3pbIBbl. B y6exuiie 6bi10 Cbipo K
XOJIOAHO.

W Bapyr B TMWMHE MofBana M3 KOpMAopa pasfancs rpom-
KA XKEHCKWUIA Tonoc € CUMbHBIM MHOCTPaHHbLIM aKLEHTOM. 3T0
6blN10 HACTOMBKO e HeobblYHO, KaK ecnin Obl KTO-TO FPOMKO
3aroBOpwus, Hanpumep, B LEPKBU.

— Cnacnbo Bam. A nobyay 3gecb, NoKa BCe 3TO He rpe-
KpaTtuTcs.

[Bepb OTKpbIIach, M B KOMHATY BOLUMA XeHWwuHa. Ei yka-
3211 Ha NYCTYK packnagywky psgom ¢ Mapurofibg.

— OT0 KpoBaTb mMuccuc docTep, Muc.

[JeBylKka cpa3sy cMyTuiachb, MOHAB, YTO B MOMELLEHUN BCE
MOn4YaT, U TUXO MpUcena Ha Kpaellek packiagyLiku.

— Tam HeT opeana,— wenHyna Mapuronbg,.

OH MOAHSANCS 1 NPEeANoXNST HE3HAKOMKE CI0XKEHHbIA KOB-
PUK, KOTOPbIA Nnexan y W3ronoBbf €ro nocTenu.

— A TO Bbl 3aMep3HeTe,— CKa3a/ OH.

— Bbl  o4eHb po6pbl,— OTBETWNA OHa, Y/bl6asiCb.—
1 mpuwna K nojpyre —oOHa XXWBET HABEPXY,— HO HEOXWU-
JaHHO Hadvanca HaneT. W A pewwmna nobbiTb MNOKa 3A4€Ch.

[JeBylwKka onatb ynblbHynacb W pasBepHyfa nNpeanoXxeH-
HbIi KOBPUK. Ha CeKyHAy WX PyKW COMPUKOCHYIUCb, KOrfa OH
nomoran el NOCTeNIUTb €ro Ha packnagyLky. [leBylika nerna
1 3aKpblna rnasa. Bokpyr ronosbl y Hee 6bi1 0OMOTaH BSi3aHbli
KpacHbIi Wwap®, KOTOPbIA NOYTM MOMHOCTLIO CKPbIBa/ ee BOJIO-
cbl. [eByliKa nexana, He LWeBenscb. B TyCknoOM CBeTe OH BCe
Xe pasrnsgen ee Musble YepTbl U NOXKanen, 4Yto He B3AN C
co60i anbLbom Ans HabpOCKOB.

Pasganca cunibHbIli B3pbIB, MOTOM eLle TpU MNoApss — Bce
6nke 1 6nke. TeMHble PUIypbl MO BCTPEBOXKEHHO 3alle-
BeNMANCb. Mapuronbg TOXEe 3aBOopoyvanacb MOA OAEsOM,
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MOTOM MOBEPHYNAacb U OTbiCKana ero pyky. OHa Kpenko cxana
ee B CBOEl XOMOAHOW nagoHW. Ho nanblbl Y HEe He ApoXKanu.

— Mwunblii... Munblid...— WWeNTana oOHa.

— Bce B nopagke, foporas.

— Hert, 4 He 600Cb,— ObICTPO 0TBETMNA OHa.— MpocTOo A
MOHMMato, YTO B 1060 MOMEHT MOrY yMepeTb, a Mbl TaK eLle
Mano MpoOXWaM BMeCTe W TakK CWUMAbHO O6UM  Apyr
apyra..— OHa npuaBuHynacb K Hemy O1mxe W MNONoXWNa
CBOI rO/I0BY Ha Mne4yo Myx>ka. Ee BOMOCbI Maxnu ManopoTHU-
koM. OH nouenoBan ee, W Mapuronbd, YNblOHYBLUNCH,
3aKpblna rnasa.

— JTto6uMbIiA... 3gecb Mbl B 6e30nacHOCTU. Thl Xe 3Haellb,
N060Bb MOSI, YTO Mbl MOXXEM YMepeTb TO/IbKO BMeCTe, npaBja
xe? [osTomy 6OMObI Ham He CTpallHbl, ga? A Tak N6
Tebs, foporoit Moii. HMKTO Ha cBeTe TaK elwe He nobun. Ans
MEHSl HUKOrO HeT fydlle Tebsi, M HAUYTO He CMOXET pasnyynTb
Hac. Tbl Befb HMKOTAa He OpPOCULLbL MeHs, npaBAa? A Kaxablii
JeHb b6narogapto 60ora 3a TO, YTO y Tebs He TakMe KOCTM Ha
Horax, Kak y BCEX, MOTOMY YTO Terepb OHW He CMOTYT OTHSTb
Te6a y meHs. [a, A 3Hat0, 4To Tebe He HpaBMTCS, KOrga A Tak
rOBOPHO, HO Thbl NoAgymaii 060 MHe, AOporoii. YTto 6bl g 6e3 Tebs
fenana?

OH Kpenko o6HAN ee, Npuxan K cebe, NoLenoBan B BEKO U
HEeXXHO Mornagun BOMOCbI, YTOObI OHA YCMOKOW/ACh.

— A Tbl Obl OYeHb MepexwuBan, ecnm 6 Co MHOW 4TO-
HWOYAb CNYy4Mnocb? — BAPYT B3BO/IHOBAHHO CMPOCK/A OHa, He
©6palwas BHMMaHWA Ha ONM3KMe B3pPbIBbI, KOTOPble MOCAe
KOPOTKOr0 rMepepbiBa CHOBa Hayanu coTpsicaTb nogagan.

— ¢ He cmor 6bl XuUTb 6e3 Tebs,— NPUCTa/IbHO TNAAs Ha
Hee, Cepbe3HO OTBETUN OH.— BeAb Tbl — BCA MOSI XXMW3Hb.

OHa 06neryeHHo B3[0XHYNa, 3aKpblna rnasa v samosyana.
M TaK OHW TWUXO Nexanu psaom, CrOKOWMHbIE W CHACcT/MBbLIE, a
HaneT npogo/mkancsa, n 60mMobl ¢ BOeM paccekanu Hebo, 3aro-
panucb habpuKK, pPYLLUMANCHL LIEPKBM M MOCTbI, KaK HEBECOMbIE
KapTOYHble [JOMMKM Ha OCEHHEM BeTpY.

N TyT Mapuronbg 3arosopuia onsThb:

— Kak Tbl Agymaellb, Kakoi HaUMOHanbHOCTM 3Ta
[leByLUKa?

OH 3aBOpOYanca M HMKaK He MOr CO06pasnTb, O YeM OHa
cnpawuvBaeT; Befdb BCE €ro MbICAN ObIIN O Heil...

— HaBepHoe, 4ewka. OHa KpacuBas,— fo06aBUN OH.—
Mpsimas TBOS MPOTMBOMONOXKHOCTL — 6EN0KOXas, TEMHOBO/O-
cas u xygas. A Tbl y MeHs Takas MNblllKa, CBETNEHbKas U pyMs-
Has... Xopowo O6bl HanucaTb €e MNOPTPET B 3TOM KPacHOM

wapdge.
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OH roBopui Tak TWXO, YTO AeBYLUKA He MOrna ycablwaTb
ero, Ho OHa MOYeMy-TO OTKpbIIA F1a3a, MOCMOTPE/a Ha Hero u
YNblIGHYNach.

Tem BpemeHeM ryn 60m6apAavpOBLLMKOB MpeKpaTunics, wu
HEOXMAAQHHO HacTynuaa MofHas TULIKHA.

— Ynetenu,—c o6/eryeHnemM B3J0XHYN KTO-TO, U OTOB-
ctofy noc/blWanuch WYTKW Mo 3ToMy nosogdy. B y6exwuuie
Hayanocb OXusneHve. Mpo3Byyana cupeHa OTOOS.

Mapuronbg cnana. OHa 6blna Tak 6e3MATeXHa nog 3TuM
LBETACTbIM PO30BLIM OAESIOM, UTO €My He XOTenocb byauTb
ee.

OH 3aMeTun, 4YTO WTAbHOW KanuTaH NOAHSACA M Hanpas-
NsieTca K BbIXOAy, U BecluyMHO ABUHYCA BCnep 3a HuM. Mocne
CNepToro nofBanbHOro BO3dyxa B Kopugope Obifo CBEXO U
npoxnagHo.

— Xou4y MOCMOTPeTb, Kak TaM HaBepxy,— CcKa3a/i Kanu-
TaH.— [la 1 nopa Obl YXe NepekypuTb.

OHU NOAHANUCH MO KPYTbIM KaMeHHbIM CTYMeHbKam, MUHO-
Ba/N eLle OAWH KOPUAOP W 0Kasanncb nepef BXOLHON ABEpbIO.

HouHoi TymMaH npopesanu 6nyxgaroLme nydu npoXeKTo-
poB. BbICOKO B Hebe 3/10BeLLEe FopeNl ManeHbKNA KpacHbIA oro-
HEK, Me[/IEHHO YMAbIBAKOWMA NO HanpaBfeHWo K JlambeTy.
OHU nepeceknn HabepexHyo, NOAOWAN K LUMPOKOMY KameH-
HOMY MapaneTy W, 06/IOKOTUBLUUCHL Ha HErO0, 3aKypunu, 3agym-
YMBO NAAS Ha ONecTAWYHO rnagb BOAbl U TEMHbIE CUY3Thbl
HENOABMXHbIX BYKCMPOB. Menkne BOMIHbI PUTMUYHO GUANCH O
60pTa MPULLBApPTOBaHHbIX KAaTEPOB, a Nerkuii HOYHOW BETEPOK
rHan Hag TeMm30i MPUTOPHbLIA 3anax rapu.

Bce cnyumnocb 6yATO 6bl OLHOBPEMEHHO: AfCKUIA CKpexeT
N peB HaBepxy, TSHXeNbIn yaap 06 actanbT, Korga ux ¢ Kanu-
TaHOM LUBLIPHYNO NWULOM Ha 3eMNt0, WM 06BaNbHbIA FPoOXoT
najaroLmx 06/I0MKOB, C AUKAM fIA3rOM McYe3aloWwmx B obnake
Mbin.

3TN JoNu CeKyHAbl NOKa3annChb eMy LIeN0i BEYHOCTbIO. 3a
HMX OH YCMnen MoYyBCTBOBaTb, KaK CMbIKAeTCsi BOKPYT HEro
NUNKWUIA KPYT HECTEPNMMOro, CMepPTeNbHOr0 yXaca 1 BMecTe ¢
HUM pacTeT My4YUTENbHOE >KeflaHWe CKOopee y3HaTb 060 BCEM.
OHM BCKOUMNKM W Bpocunuch K BXxody B nogsan. Mepes HUMK
CTOSN YPOANMBLIA OCTOB AoMa 6e3 mepekpbiTUil 1 gBepeit, 6e3
3BOHKOB W 6e3 fecTHUL,. TsHKenoe cemMmaTaxHoe 3aaHue 3a
KaKne-TO MFHOBEHMSI CTa/l0 TPYAOHA XKYTKMX AbIMAWMXCS pas-
BA/IMH W Tenepb YepHeNo B TyMaHe KakK OTFPOMHbIA MOTyXLuii
norpebasbHbIA  KOCTEP.

BHe3anHO BeCb MUp MPUYYLAMBO WCKA3UICA W Heneno
CMecTUNCA Kyga-1o. OH HWYero He MOr MOHATb: He3HaKOMble
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NnUa Kasanncb 3HAKOMbIMW, & MPUBPATHUK, C KOTOPbIM OH
yacTo 6eceaoBan, BO3Bpalllasicb Beyepamu AOMOiA, 6bin Tenepb
Hey3HaBaeMo YyXuM W panekuMm. Huuto 6Gofnblue He WMENO
3HaYeHUs, TONbKO CAULIKOM YXX Mef/ieHHO pa6oTtana 6puraja
cnacateneil. Pa3se OHW He 3HAOT, UTO Kaxnasd MUHyTa ceiuac
Ha cyeTy? Beab Tam, nog o6nomMkamu, octanacs Mapuronsg, u
OHW NPOCTO 0653aHbl cNacTn ee. HO MUHYTLI TAHYIUCL, CNOBHO
yacbl, Kakue-TO fllOAM 3afaBann emy BOMPOCbl, a W3 OenbIxX
OYKB Ha WX LWNemMax CKNagblBaiuCb He MWMEloLMe CMbicna
cnosa. lMpuexann mallvHbl CKOPOW MOMOLUM, U Ha MOCTOBYHD
ONMYCTWW HOCWKW C NOZylWKaMu n ofesanamu. OnsATb 3a3BY-
yan oTooi. byaTo Tenepb 3TO MMENO XOTb KAKOE-TO 3HAYeHWe.

OH roBOpWa 0 YEM-TO C He3HaKOMbIMU f10AbMU, MOTOM
KTO-TO MpeanoXxun emy OpeHAM, M OH MOSMACA, KaK He
MOJSIMNICS eLle HWUKOrga, npusbiBas Ha nomows [MpoBuaeHwue,
npegnarag bory Bce, yem OH 06/1agas, B OOMEH Ha XXMBYIO
Mapuronbg.

HakoHeL, To/ima nojanacb B CTOPOHY, W BbIHEC/IN MepBble
HOCU/IKW. [IOKTOp CK/IOHW/CA Haf HWMW, a [Be MOJIOLEHbKue
Me[CecTpbl CTaiM TUXO MepeLlenTbiBaTbCd O YEM-TO ApYr C
apyrom. OH nofowen M MNOYyBCTBOBas, 4YTO HOru ero 6es-
BO/IbHO MOJKALLMBAKTCH.

Ha Hocunkax nexana Mapuronsf. Meptsad. Hu Ha nuue,
HW Ha ofexXae KpPoBM He 6bl1o BUAHO. A pyKa BCe eule cyfo-
POXXHO OXuMmana ofedno. OH Hak/IoHWACA, MouenoBan ee
BOMOCbI M TUXO MNO3Ban N0 UMEHW.

— Y6uta yaapHoii BO/HOI,— CKa3an Bpau.

Ckopas nomolb nogwbexana 6amke, U HOCUIKA NOCTaBUAN
BHYTpPb. MOTOM OH yBWAEN, KakK Bpay MOAXOAWUT K CrneaytoLuel
XeptBe. be3pasnnMyHO MPOBOAMB €ro B3rAS40M, OH Y3Ha/l B
nexaBLieli [eByLIKY C KpacHbIM Lapdom. EMy nokasanocs,
4TO BCA Kpacka c ee LWapha nepewna Ha nnL0, BCMbIXHYBLUEE
aibiM OrHem, Korfa ero OCBeTWUNIY (POHAPUKOM.

[JeBylwka OTKpblia rnasa W 3akpuyana ot 6onu. OH
HarHyncs, B3 ee 3a pyKy, W TOHKWe 6nefjHble nanblbl KPEnko
oxanu ero 3anactbe. OHa Kpuyana, Kak pebeHOK, KOTOpomy
0YeHb 60/bHO.

— OHa ogHa ocTanacb B >KMBbIX,— YC/bILWaa OH 4Yei-To
rosnoc.

lMoTom nofoXpan, MoKa HOCWIKW BHeCAW B MawmHy. Ho
KOrga OH yBUZEN, YTO WX YXe YKpenuau W 3afepHynu 3aHa-
BECKM, TO 3a4yeM-TO BCKOYMN B canoH. ConpoBoxjaroLime
COYYBCTBEHHO YNbIGHYANCHL EMY.

— Bce 6ygeT B nopsjke,— cKasana MeAcecTpa, MNpUHAB
ero, OYeBMAHO, 3a MyXxa. Bce octanbHoe yxe He MMeno Ans
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HEro HWKaKoro 3HauyeHusi. OH JONr0O Xfan B XO/0LHOM BeCTU-
6tone 60MbHULBI, WM HAakKOHeL, emy CKas3anu, 4To oHa OygeT
XWTb. Torga oH y3Han ee ums 1 agpec. M3 601bHWLBI OH yLlen
yXe yTpom. B cepom cBeTe 3apoXKAatoLLerocsi fHA OH 3aMeTun
Heob6blYaiHO APKYI0 MallvHYy MOoYHMKa. lMopa naTh JOMOIR U
NOXWTbCA cnatb. EMy ewle Hafo 3aKOHUUTb KapTWHY, a [eHb
obewaet ObITb COMHEYHbIM, U CBeTa OyaeT AOCTATOYHO.

OH nogoLlen K HabepeXxHO W TYT TOMbKO BCMOMHWI, YTO
ero goma 6onblle HeT, a Mapuronbg ymepna. Y Hero HWKOro
He ocTtanocb. U XuTb Tenepb 6ofblue He3ayem.

UenoBek HaxoauT cebe MebIMPOBaHHYIO KOMHATY, YenoBek
MOKyMnaeT HeOOX04UMbIE MENoYU, CUrapeThl, MAET B YHMBEpMaAr
1 BblOMpaeT cebe xanaT u pyballku, NOTOM 3anacaeTcs Macns-
HbIMW KpackaMu, KWACTAMU W XoncToM. OH fenaet 370 C
MOMOLLIO TOM 4YacTM pasyma, KOTopas HMKOrga He crtpafgaeT
HW OT Kakux HecyacTuii. MOTOMY 4TO ropasfo nerye >XXuTb C
pa3buTbiM cepauem, deM 6e3 NOOUMbIX MpuBbIYeK. W nnwWb
MOTOM, KOrJja OH BO3BpALLaeTCcs B CBOKO KOMHATY W PasBojuT B
KamMyHe OroHb, XOTA Ha YNuULEe elle O4YeHb XapKo, Korga OH
OCTaeTcA HaefiuHe C COBOW,— TONbKO TOrda OH Kak ucKase-
YEHHbI 1 60MbHON 3BEPb HauyMHaeT 3anu3blBaTb CBOW paHbl W
NPUCAYLIMBAETCA K FOA0CY OMYCTOLEHHOW AyLiu.

[py3sbs He 3Hanu, rge oH nocenunca. OH NepennchbiBancs ¢
poauTenaMn Mspuronbf, HO He BCTpeyasnca ¢ HUMKU. Ee noxo-
POHUAW B (DaMWIBHOM CKfiene Ha CTapoM JIOHAOHCKOM Knaf-
6uie, rge BOKPYr MOMMA BEYHO MPbIratoT Becesible packopm-
NeHHble BOPOOLY.

OH MHOro pas MbITaicA HapucoBaTb ee MO NaMsATW, HO He
MoOr.

MpyMepHO 4Yepe3 Tpu MecsiLa nocne cmepTu Mapuronbg oH
Cy4yaiHO BCTPETUN Ty camyto Yellky Ha KuHrc-poyg. OHa no-
MPeXHeMy Hocuna CBOW KpacHbIii wapduk, NoBsi3aB ero Ha
ronosy. Korga OH 3aroBOpW/I C Heil, OHa ero He y3Hana.

MoTom OHW BCTpeTUAUCH elle pa3 OH Monpocus ee nosu-
poBaTb 4719 HEro, 1 OHa coriacunach. Y Hee 6bII0 O4YEHb Mano
apy3eii B AHMAUK.

OHa CHOBa ¥ CHOBa BHMMATe/lbHO Cyllana ero pacckasbl 0
TOM, KakK norména Mapuronbg. W1 Bckope cTana eauHCTBEHHbIM
4esioBeKOM, KOTOPOMY OH MOT BCe pacckasaTb. W oHa He cep-
AMnacb Ha Hero 3a TO, YTO OH NOJONTY W TakK MoApPO6HO roBo-
pun 06 OfHOM W TOM Xe.
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OH HapucoBan ee B KpacHOM Luapge, KOTOPbIA KOHTPAcTHO
OTTeHsN 61efHOCTb KOXW U yAayHO rapMOHMPOBAN C ee aNbiMu
rybamu. Bpems OT BpemMeHW OH OCTaBAAN KUCTb W HayuHan
pacckasbiBaTb O Mapurosnbi, a MOTOM BHOBb Obpauianca K
XO/CTY W C YBAEYEHWEM TPYAWUNCS.

PaboTa Haj NOPTPeTOM 3aHsna Lenblii mecal. Ha ogHom u3
NocnegHMX CeaHCOB OHAa CKasana, 4TO OuYeHb ycTana W el
X0MoAHO. OKHO 6blI0 OTKPbLITO, & OFOHb B KaMWHe COBCEM
norac.

— Y MeHs yXe PyKW, Kak nef,— CKaszana OHa.

OH B3f1 ee pyKu B CBOM — COBCEM KaK TOrfa, Korga ee
BbIHEC/IN HA HOCWMNKAX W3-Mof 06/I0MKOB paspyLUeHHOro A0oMa.
N oHa 06xBaTuna CBOMMW TOHKMMMW MNajbLamy ero 3anscrbs.
OH nouenoBan ee, U OHa OcTanacb Yy Hero HouyesaTb. PaHblue
OHa HUKOro He ntobuna. A Terepb cTana NpuHagneXxartb emy u
OKasanacb HeOXWAAHHO CTPacTHOW. bonblie OHa K cebe He
BepHynacb. EMy HpaBuIMCb €e MOAYanMBOCTb U CMOCOBHOCTb
NCNbITbIBATL CU/IbHbIE 3MOUUKU. OHW >XUAKM Tenmepb Apyr Ans
Apyra, v yepes fBa Mecsila OHa 06bABWIA, UTO CKOPO Y HUX
6ynet pebeHOK. EMy 6blN0 NPUATHO U OAHOBPEMEHHO MOYeMy-
TO HEMHOro 6053H0. OHMW Cpasy e MOXEeHWNUChb, U OHa nepe-
Hecna K HeMy CBOW BeLLW: CTO/I0BOE Cepebpo, KHMIMW, yKpalle-
HUA — BCe, YTO yCrena HakonuWTb 3a BPeMs CBOEN 3MUrpauuu.

OH He MOr H/W MWHYTbI BbIHECTW €€ OTCYTCTBUSA U MO3ITOMY
XO4WN BMeCTe C Heil 3a MOKynkamu, a Bedepamu 6pan ee C
coboli B NapK, Korja emy XoTenocb OTAOXHYTb rocne paboTbl.
Korga oH pucoBan, OHa cufena Ha nofy y OrHf, Tuxas u
cepbesHas. A no Ho4yam, BO BpeMsi 60MOEXeK, OH KPEMNKO CXMK-
Masl ee B CBOUX O0OBATMAX.

Kak-To pas, y>e nocne cBagbbbl, OH ONsATbL 3aBesl pa3roBop
0 Mapuronbj 1 MoKasa/s HOBOMN >XeHe ee MOPTPETLI, KOTOpPbIe
BO Bpemsa Tpareauu 6binnM Kak pa3 B 6areTHoOli MacTepcKoi W
No3TOMy YyLenenu.

OHa nocmoTpesnia Ha HUX NPULLYPEHHbIMK Fasamu 1 4oNro
ewe monyana. Korga »e oHa 3arosopuna onsThb, ee ronaoc cras
HEOXWNJAHHO TBEPAbIM U PE3KUM, XOTA U HErPOMKUM.

— Henb3sa XepTBOBaThb XMBLIMA BO MMS MEPTBbIX,— CKa-
3ana oHa.— Tenepb y TebsA ecTb A, U CKOpo 6yfeT pebeHOK.
[JaBain 6o/blue He roBopuTb O Heil. OHa — mpoLunoe. Te, KTO
yMupaeT,— Anbo cyacTIMBYMKK, Nn60 rnynubl. Ho B no60oM
Clyyae UM He cnefyeT BMeLUMBATLCA B HAlly >XU3Hb. [103TOMYy
BCE 3TO Haf0 CXeub.

OHa OCTOpPOXXHO MONOXWNa PUCYHKU B OFOHb, U OH LONTO
CMOTpeNn, Kak OHW 0OYriMBaloTCA, CKPy4MBalOTCA U npeBpa-
LaloTcs B npax.
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[na Hero Tenepb BaXKHO OblfI0 TO/IbKO OAHO: YTOObLI OHa He
ymepna BO BpeMs pofoB, HO 06 3TOM OH eli HMKOrga He roBo-
pwn.

OHa He ymepna, ¥ OH MHOro 4acoB NPOBeN PSAOM C Held
BMAEN, KaK OHa My4ufiacb UM CTOHaNa, a OH HUYEM He MOr e
MomoYb, BbIFNAA4bIBas M3-3a CMWH Bpaya W akyLlepKu.

Ho Bce o6owwnocs, U pogunack fesoyka. CnoBHO ropa csa-
NMNach € ero njiey u cyacTbe NepenonHuno cepaue. OH HeXHo
06HSN XeHY ¥ ropayo nobnarogapun 6ora. A oHa, 6nefHas u
M3MOX/EHHasA, faxe He NblTanacb HWYEro ckasaTb, a TO/LKO
yNbIOHYNack, NpuXanack K Hemy M 06xBatuna nanbLamu ero
3anscTbe.

OHM Kynuan ManbilkKe CTapUHHYH Ay60BYH JIHOMbKY,
PO30BYIO MOAYLWIKY W KPOLIEYHOE PO30BOE Ofeasible — He
60/blle HOCOBOro MnaTka. W Temepb, OTpbIBasCb OT XONCTa,
OH 4acTo NornsgbiBas Ha MafeHbKoe MUI0e NNYKNKO, YNbibato-
lweeca BO cHe. Korga oH 3akaHumBan paboTy, TO cagwncs
psAaoOM C XKeHOW W, 06XBaTMB ee 3a M/eyn, BMECTE C Heil Hab-
NAan 3a MX KPOLIKOA ¢ 4yBCTBOM PajoCcTU M FOpAoCTU 3a
ceobs.

— # cerogHs crnbillana yXacHyt Bellb,— CKa3ana oHa
Kak-TO BeYepoM, KOrfa OHW Mo CBOEMY OObIKHOBEHUIO CUAe/N
BMECTe Ha Mnosly y KaMuHa.— Buepa pa3d6omb6unun ogHo ctapoe
Knagbuwe. bombbl nonasnm nNpsamMo B MOrubl M 60/bLLMHCTBO
MepTBELOB B3/1eTeN0 B BO3AyX. [ocne Haneta nosctofy Obinu
CM/IOWHbIE CKeneTbl: Ha 3emsie, Ha JepeBbAX, Ha TenerpagHbIX
cTonbax. HaBepHoe, Takoro kowmapa gaxe cam [laHTe He
cMmor 6bl BOO6PasunTh.

BHYTpU y Hero 4to-TO Cpasy e CXanocb, W OH MO4yB-
CTBOBa/, KaK HeBMAMMAA fiefsaHas pyka BLenuiacb emy B
ropno.

— Kakoe Kknagbuwe? —ene CAbILWHO BbIFOBOPW/ OH.

OHa nogHsna 6poBM M 6e3pa3MYHO MoXana naevamu.

— He 3Hato. ge-to Ha cesepe JloHAOHA.

Ha Kakylo-TO [0/M0 CeKyH[bl Mepes ero rnasamu npeg-
CTana YeTkasa KapTuHa 3Toro yxkaca. OH yBugen teno Mapu-
ronbf, BUCALLEE HA ronbiX BeTBAX [epeBa. Ee Hekorpa Takoe
pofHoe Teno, a Tenepb U3ypofoBaHHOe, MOMYCrHUBLLEE, YYAO0-
BULLHOE, HO BCe >Xe elle y3HaBaeMoe...

OH coAporHyncs u noctapancs BbIKMHYTb U3 FOM0BbI 3TO
XYTKOe 3penuuie.

7
7

3TO CAy4unnochb Hegenu depes Ase.
EMy Hafo 6bio CPOYHO 3aKa3aTb B MacTepcKoii pamy, a
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OHa B 3TO BpemMs Kak pa3 nobexana 3a MOKynkamu, 4Tobbl
nobbICTpee BCe cAenaTb W He OCTaBNATb HALOATO MasbILIKY
OfHY.

OH BepHYy/CS NepBbIM W, pacnaxHyB ABepb, YBUAeN y aeTc-
KO KpOBaTKM [EBYLUKY B >XeNTOM CUTLEBOM nnatbe. OHa
Mofya cMoTpena Ha pebeHka. Korga OH Bowen, [eByLIKa
OrNsAHynach.

— Mpspuronba! —B yXace BCKPUKHYN OH.

LLnAnKK Ha Heil He 6bl10. 30N10TUCTbIE BOSIOCHI MAFKO cna-
Janu Ha naeyn, a nuuo 66110 61efHBIM U U3MOXAEHHBIM.

— YT0... 4yTo Npomn3owno? — OH MOYTK He yChbilan CBoi
ronoc.

— MMapy Hefenb Hasaf,— MpayHO MNpPOM3HECNa OHa,—
Halle Knagbwuie nomano nog npsimoint o6cTpen. Tpynbl, CKe-
neTbl —BCe Obl0 BbIOPOLIEHO Ha MOBEPXHOCTb.— TYT OHa
3anHynacb.—Ho a4 K cyacTblo ele He 6blna MepTBa...
Ha camom-TO fene nogn BoOOLe He yMMpalT MO-HACTOA-
wemy.— OHa CcHOBa 3amofiyana W ee BCHO MepefepHyno.—
MoToM A fgonro uckana Tebs. BOT y3Hana TBOW afpec u
npuwna...— OHa 0TYasHHbIM >XecToM 00Bena PyKoin BOKpYr
cebd — KOMHaTy, MasfblllKy B KpOBAaTKe, LBETbl B Base,
He3aKOHYeHHbI NopTpeT HOBOM >KeHbl.— A Bce 3TO npo-
M30WWM0 MeHblUe yem 4Yepe3 rog! — c 60nbi0 B rofioce 3akoH-
ymnna Mapuronbf. OHa cHOBa ornafenacb, B rnasax ee CBeTu-
NOCb OTHYAasAHWE, W OH MOHAN, YTO OHA MbITAETCH OTbICKATb YTO-
TO 3HAKOMOE, YTO-HWOY[b Takoe, YTO paHblUe NPUHALNEXAN0
nm, ei...

— Tbl MobUWwb ee? — HakKoHeL, cnpockna Mapuronbg.

OH c onackoli B3rNisHyN Ha ABepb. OHa MOXET BEPHYTHCA B
nobyro muHyTy. OH npefactaBun cebe, Kak OHa BXOAUT Ctoga C
NoKynkKamu n 6yTbINOYKOA Monoka. HeT, OHa HUYero He cka-
XKeT, HO OHa MOCMOTPUT HA HEro CBOMMMW rOpPSLLMMM, NOAHLIMU
NO6BM rnasamu, W YnbIGHETCA, He packpbiBas ryo.

— Jla,—4eCcTHO cKa3an OH.— H 060 ee.

OH C 60/bI0 M CTpPaxoM CMOTpen Ha 3Ty HecuyacTHYH
[eByLIKY B Xentom nnatbe. OH BWAeNn ee OAMHOYECTBO, ee
y>ac v Monun BceBblIlWHEro, 4Tobbl TOT Nocian emy cMepTb U
n36aBu/i OT 3TOr0 KOLLUMapa.

Ero fgoub ynbibanacb, urpas pyvkamu. JIOKOH CBET/bIX
BOMOC ynan e Ha no6. 1 aTu BoMOChbl Nax/am NanopoTHUKOM...

[onoBa 3akpyXunacb, W B ywax y Hero 3awymeno. OH
HMYEro He MOr HW cKas3aTb, HU CAenatb.

W TyT BApPYr nocnblwanuch Wwarn B Kopugope... C oTyasa-
HMEM W HENOHATHOM NerkoCcTbid OH PBaHY/ICA K [Bepu U
LLUMPOKO pacnaxHyn ee.
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Ero >keHa BowWw/a B KOMHATY, Harpy>eHHas CBepTKamu u
naketamu. B pyke oHa fepXkana OyTbIIOUKY C MO/IOKOM.

— Mwnblii,— CKasana OHa,—Y MeHs 6bl1I0 TaK MHOrO0
MOKYMOK, YTO A He ycnena B3ATb Tebe curapeT. A yTo TyT npo-
M30LWWN0? — BAPYr CNpocWna OHa W BCS 3afpoXana.— 34echb
Tak xonogHo! Kak 3umoi.

MoToM C TPEeBOroi NOCMOTPen-f Ha Hero.

— B uem pgeno, goporoit? C geBouKoOi BCe B nopsake? —
Kpolika [0BOMBLHO 3aKpAXTena, Kak TO/bKO MaTb CK/IOHMMACh
Haj KpoBaTKoil.— Cxofm, noxanyicTa, 3a curapetamu cam, a
S MoKa NPUroTOBAKD MOECTb.

EMy 04eHb HY>eH Oblfl celivac CBEXMIA BO3AYX, NN, LIYM
ynvubl. TOpONAMBO BbIARAA 32 ABepb, OH YyTb He COMA C HOr
ybopLymLy, KoTopas Mblia NecTHULY.

— Bbl He Bugenu 3gecb Monofylo nefum — 6enokypyto, B
Xentom nnatbe? OHa He chyckanacb BHW3? — CNPOCKS OH.

Moxnnas >eHLWmHa BbxXana TpAnKy, noBecuna ee Ha Kpain
Befpa W TOMbKO NOTOM OTBETWNA:

— Jlegy B XXenToM niaTbe MOAHANACh HaBEPX HECKOMbKO
MUHYT Hasaf. f ee BuAena 34ecb W paHblUe, [Ba WX TPU pasa.
A gymana, OHa XOAWUT K BaM, Bedb Bally cOceau yexanu, u ux
KBapTMpa Bce BpeMs 3arnepTa.

— A Bbl He BWAENM, KaK OHa CMyCKaeTCs BHW3?

— Her, cap.

— OHa pasroBapuBana ¢ Bamu?

— Hert. pocTo npoLuna HaBepx U Aaxe He OTBETUNIA MHe,
Korja s ckasana ei, UTo HeOXWAaHHO CUMIbHO MOX0/104ano.—
OHa BbITEpna PpyKoW B3MOKWWIA N106.— A Tenepb ONATb
cTano >apko. CwmelwHo! B Takoi Tennblii AeHb TO BAPYr
XOM0AHO CTaHOBWUTCH, TO ONATb Xapa... UTo-TO CTpaHHOe npo-
NCXOLMT...

— CTpaHHOe? — nepecnpocun  OH, W YYBCTBO CTpaxa
BHOBb HaKpbINO ero AUMKOA yAYyLWMBOWA BOMHON. Yo6opumua
B3ANa TPANKY, OKYHyNa ee B rPs3HYK BOAY W HETOPOMAMBO
oTXkana.

— [Jlaxe 04eHb CTpaHHOe, A 6bl CKasana. [oBoOpAT, 3TO U3-
32 Kakoro-To HOBOro opyxus [uTnepa.

Korfa OH Bbllen Ha ynuuy, BO3AyX Obln CyXOW W ropsumnii.
CTapuyok-razeTymk ynblbHynca, 3asuaeB ero. [esyllka B
TabayHON naBKe, AaBas emy cgady, cnpocuna, Kak cebs 4yB-
CTBYET MX Masibilka. Bce ObiN0 TakMM NPOCThIM U €CTECTBEH-
HbIM...

Bce, Kpome TOro XXYTKOro 1 HeO6BbACHUMOTO, YTO, KakK OH C
Y)KacoM 0CO3Hasl, U ABNANOCL B 3TOM MUpPEe HacTOsLEel peasnb-
HOCTbLHO...
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orga f eule 6bi1 AMPEKTOPOM 4acT-
HOM  MCUXMATPUUYECKON  KIIMHUKK
ANNAceT, y Hac nexan OAWH WHTe-
PECHbIV NaUMEHT, MPUYEM TaK AONro,
YTO CO BPEMEHeM CTan KaK Obl
yacTblo CaMON KAUHUKW. OH 6blIn
OYEHb CMOKOWMHBLIA M He AocTaBAsAn
MepcoHany HWKaKMX X/IOMoT, Yem
BbIFOAHO OT/IMYANCA OT MHOMUX ApY-
rmx. M3 jOKyMeHTOB cnefoBano, 4To
OH HaxoaguTcsA Y Hac [O6GPOBOMLHO WU 3a NevyeHne MaaTuT cam.
Y Hero He 6bIN0 6/IM3KNX POACTBEHHUKOB, HUKTO He HaBellan
ero, M MHTEPeCOBaIMCb UM TOMIbKO Bpayun — puU3n0N0rn 1 ncu-
XMaTpbl, AN KOTOPbIX OH NPEACTaBAAN 3aHATHbIA 00BEKT ANns
nccnefoBaHuiA.

Mepea Tem Kak nonacTb B 60/bHULY, OH Obll NacTOpoM B
MafieHbKOl [epeBeHbKe, U ero 3Hanu pasBe YTO HeMHOroumc-
NeHHble MPUXOXKaHe. Y Hac e OH cpa3y cTan MnonynsapeH
cpean Bpayeil, XoTA cam 3TOro, HaBepHOe, W He MoAo3pe-
Ban. [eno B TOM, 4TO 3TOT YENOBEK HMUKOrga He
cnan.

Brnpouem, KaXAyl HOYb OH MbiTancs paccnabutbes, Nno-
XWUNca B MOCTE/b W HepedKOo NPOBOAWMA AOATME 4ackl 3a 4Te-
Hvem. [lepBoe Bpems OH CTapajics 3acHyTb, pasfeBascs,
BbIK/IOYAN CBET W TEPMNENMBO /leXan Ha KpoBaTW, HO Yxe
yepes MATb MWUHYT BCKakKuMBaa C TakMM 60ApbIM BUAOM, GyATo
npocnan Uenyw Hoyb. [1OTOM OH OCTaBUN 3TU TLIETHbIE
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MOMbITKM X MO HOYaM 3aHUMa/CA CBOMMMW fAeflaMu TOYHO TakK
Xe, KaK [JHewm.

Mbl He BUAENN HEOOXOLMMOCTU NPEnATCTBOBATb €ro Kpy-
rNOCYTOYHOW [06pOBONbLHON paboTe, M MO3ITOMY MO €ro
npocbOe faxe BbIHECAW U3 ManaTbl KPoBaTb. 10 HOYaM OH He
TONbKO YWTas, HO M MHOTO NKCal, OAHAKO 3TU GECUMCEHHbIE
NCMMCaHHbIE NIMCTKU HUKOTJ4a HUKOMY He MokKasbiBan. Bpewme-
Hamy y Hero HauMHaIUCb 0OOCTPEHUS: OH CTaHOBMJICS Mpau-
HbIM M 3aMKHYTbIM, @ MOTOM KcYe3an U3 60/bHULbI, 06bIYHO
Houblo. W3 roga B roj 3To MPOUCXOAMNO B OOHY U Ty Xe
nopy — B CepefiMHe OKTAOPS, U KaXKAbl pa3 ero Haxoaunu B
OfHOM 1 TOM XXe MeCTe — Ha Knaabuile 6nmkanilein gepeBHu
3unnceT. Mbl cBA3bIBaNW 3TO C TeM, YTO OH BCe elle NOMHUA O
CBOEN ObiBLUel nNpoeccu, HO UCTUHHBIE MPUYUHBLI NPOACHU-
NNCb MWL MOC/Ee ero cMepTu. begHsAra ymep paHo, Ha COpOKO-
BOM rofly Xu3Hu. QUeBMAHO, NOCTOSIHHAS BECCOHHULA, KaK Obl
HW OblNa OHa UHTEepecHa Ana Bpayei, nctowana ero opraHu3Mm
N NPeXAeBPEMEHHO COCTapuaa TKaHW, X0TS Hafo cKasaTb, YTO
OH 6blN1 YPE3BbIYANHO CUMBHBIM U KPYMHLIM MYX4YUHOI. B Mo-
NOAOCTM OH HaBepHSiKa BbIENSNCSA CPeAu CBEPCTHUKOB CBOUM
MOTYUYMM CNOXEHMEeM, W A 6Gnarogapun 6ora 3a TO, 4TO OH
HaJenun 3Toro atfieTa TaKMM KPOTKUM HpaBoM. [pocTo He-
BO3MOXXHO ObI/I0 MpeAcTaBUTb, KakK Obl C HWM CMpPaBUANCH
caHWUTapbl, ecny 6bl OH BAPYr Hayan OyiicTBOBaTb. Ho 3Toro
He CNy4anocb, W BCe Mbl ObIN UCKPEHHE OrOpPYeHbl, Y3HaB O
ero 6e3BpemeHHOV cmepTu. Cpefun ero Belyeil, KoTopble Npu-
HecnM MHe B KabWHET Mocne NOXOPOH, 6bl1 6ONbLION MakeT ¢
MCNUCaHHbIMM NNCTKaMu. Ha nakete psagoM C MOMM UMEHEM
KpacuBbIM  POBHbIM MOYEPKOM OblIM  BbIBEAEHbI  CNOBA:
«BCKpbITb Mocnie Moeli cMepTu». Huke s nepegato Becb 3TOT
TEKCT 6e3 M3MEHEHUIA, KaK NMpoYMTaa ero B T0 XMypoe Hos6pb-
CKOoe YTpo.

1 OblN BUKapUEM B LIEPKBM CBATON bkl B AepeBHe CMe-
PUTOH, W XWNOCb MHE Tam MPeBOCXOAHO. W cyacTbe Moe 6bino
6bl COBCEM MOJHbIM, €C/IN Obl HE OAWH YeN10BEK — AEPEBEHCKUIA
CTapocTa, OTCTaBHON agmupan c3p SHTOHM Bunnept. Mexay
HaMK cpasy ke BO3HMK/a Kakasd-TO naTosiormyeckas aHTuna-
™MA. Mbl MPOCTO HeHaBUAenu Apyr gpyra 6e3 BCAKWMX Ha TO
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BUAMMBIX MPUYMH. MeHsi TOLHWIO OT OAHOr0 €ero BHELLUHEro
BUAa. ITO Obl1 XYAOLABbIA MYyXYMHA CO CBET/IO-roNly6biMU
rnasamy, 6enecbiMM yCuUKaMu M XXUAKON 3a0CTpeHHOon 6opoa-
KOn. A aake HasblBan ero npo cebsi «beneHbKWUIn KO3MUK» —
Tako OH 6bln TleAyWwHbIA U 6neaHblil. Korga oH rosopun,
rofoc ero MOXo4un He Ha MOLLHbIA POKOT MOpsiKa, a CKopee
Ha KO3/MMHOe 6nesHWe, W TPYAHO [AaXe BbIpPa3nUTb, Kakoe
OTBpalleHWe OH BO MHe BbI3blBal. Mbl ccopuamce U pyra-
Ancb no firobomy nosogy. A BCKOpe MHe CTano W3BECTHO,
YTO 3a MOEe CMWHOW OH TOBOPUT TMPO MeHs BCSKMe
raflocTu npuxoXkaHam, MOCTOSHHO OTPaBAsAs WX YMbl Camoi
FHYCHOW W 6ecLepeMOHHOW KneBeToi. OCOBEHHO CW/bHO ero
peun AeiicTBOBaNM Ha MOMOAEXb, U MHE CTOWIO OFPOMHbIX
YCUANIA OrpaguTb CBOE MMS OT TPS3HLIX CMeTeH W MOAo3pe-
HWA.

A cTan OyKBa/lbHO OfEPXUM 3TOW HEHaBUCTbH. A Bce
BPEMS AyMan O HEM, U MbICAIM 3TU OblAM HEeAOMYCTUMO KPOBO-
XagHbivn. Cugsa y cebs B kabuHeTe, 1 NOCTOAHHO BUAEN Nepes
co60oil ero oTBpaTuUTeNbHbIM 06pa3, a B LEpPKBWU, BO Bpems
CNyX6bl, MHe NPUXOAWNOCH AaXe ONyCKaTb rnasa, 4Tobbl He
BCTPETMTLCSA C HWUM B3r/S40M M He COUTBCA C MONIUTBLI. B ero
rnasax f yutan ropsyee XenaHue NpPUUMHUTL MHe N060e 3n0,
Ha KOTOpOe TO/IbKO CMOCO6eH YenoBeK, M OT 3TOr0 B3rnsja
CTaHOBW/OCL He Mo cebe. {1 Bman B rpex, MOTOMY 4TO Kax-
Obll OeHb MbICNeHHO y6uBan ero, W Korga nocne 3Toro 1
untan Bcnyx Ceatoe [MucaHuWe, MHE Kas3anoCb, 4YTO MNPMXO-
aHe 3HalT 06 3TOM U CMOTPAT Ha MEHSi C OCYXAEHMWEM.
N ewe MHe Kasanocb, 4YTO OH 4YWTaeT MOM MbiCaW, a
NOTOM Harfo W NPes3puTenbHO YXMBINAETCS, FA4A MHe NpPsSMo B
rnasa.

W BOT ofHaXAbl MHe LOMOI MPWHEC/N 3aMWCKY, B KOTOPOI
coobLanocb, YTo OH Cepbe3Ho 3abonen. B gywe moein 6Gnec-
Hyfa WCKpa Hafexnbl. A cobpancs u OTMpaBW/CA K Hemy,
HO, CnaBa 60ry, OH yMep paHblle, YeM S yCres mnepecTynuTb
nopor ero goma. HecnbixaHHas pagocTb oxBaTuna meHs. Hu-
KOrfja B >XM3HW f ellle He YyBCTBOBan Cebs HACTONLKO Cya-
CT/INBbIM.

HacTynun feHb NMOXOPOH, U i BCTPETU/T TPAypHYHO MpoLec-
CMI0 Y BOPOT Mopra. Ho, npoxofs MMMO 3aKpbiTOro rpoba K
[BEPAM LepKBM, A yCAbiWwan BAPYr cnaboe, efBa pasinyvmMoe
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nocTykueaHve. KpoBb 3acTbina y MeHf B >Xunax, Korga
A MOHAN, 4YTO 3TOT 3BYK fOHOCUTCA M3 rpoba. Ho a Tyt
Xe oTbpocun 3Ty CTpawHyl MbICIb W, CO6paB BCH CBOK
BO/IO B Kynak, Mpoles MuUMo. 3TOro MnpocTo He MOXeT
6bITb. Bce 370 — Moe 60nbHOE BOOGpaXkeHMe. ITO 00bIY-
HblAi WYM B TrofioBe, a MOXeT OblTb —3X0 HEHABUCTU.
Korga rpo6 MefneHHO Hecnm K antapto, S BHOBb YC/blLias
TOT >Xe TUXMI 3BYK. MoTOM ewe pa3. U euwe. Tenepb yxe
COMHEHWI ObITb He MoOrno. A xfaa, uUTO HOCWUALLLUKK
TOXE YCAbIWAT 3TOT CTYK, W KTO-HUOYAb MOAHUMET TPEBOTY.
Torga oHW onycTAT rpob M NpsMO 34eCb, B LEPKBU, OTKPOHOT
ero... Ho Huyero nofo6bHOro He NPOM3OLLIIO, a A CHOBA OTYET-
NBO YCAbIWan 3TOT 3/10BELYMIA MPUTAYLIEHHbIA CTyK, 6yATO
Obl rae-To BAaneke 6wun 6onblioli 6apabaH. Horum mon nogko-
CUIUCb, W ecnun 6bl A He MPUCNOHUIICSA K CTEHE, TO HaBepHsKa
noTepsn Gbl co3HaHue. CTpallHas WCTUHA OTKpblIacb MHe —
Bunnept XuB, HO TOMLKO S OAUH CAbILWY ero cnabble NpockLobI
0 MOMOLLY.

He mory nepegaTtb CBOe TOrfalliHee AyLEBHOE COCTOSIHME.
MeHs 0XBaTW/IO CTpallHOe YyBCTBO 6e3rpaHUYHON BMacTu
Haj, HUM: BOT OH JIEXWT, TakKol 6GecrnoMOLUHbIA, B 3TOM Fpo-
0y, a S 34ecb, ceiiyac, Mory cTaTb ero yowuiueir. N me-
HS HUKOrAa He HainayT. MbICIn AbSBONLCKUM OFHEM OBXMranu
MO MO3r. {1 CTONIbKO pa3 Y)XXe MbIC/IeHHO y6uBan ero, a Tenepb
MOry cfAenaTb 3TO MO-HacToAWeMy, W A8 3TOr0 HWUYero
JaXe He npugetcs npeanpuHmumatb. OH  ceilvac — nneH-
HUK MOWX YLUEA, MU ero crnaceHne 3aBUCUT TO/bKO OT MOEro
A3blKa.

Bce ero ockopbneHusi, BCA KfeBeTa W HEHaBUCTb KO
MHE — BCe 3TO KpPenkvM 3aMKOM CMbIKai0 MOM yCTa W He
MO3BOMANO MPOWM3HECTM HWM cnoBa. MHe [aXe MOKa3anoch,
yto f, OYATO CKBO3b MMOTHbIA TymMaH, BWXY €ro B 3TOM
rpoby, Kak ecnm Obl KpblllKa rpoba 6blia caenaHa w3 Ton-
CTOro CTekna: 6/1efHOe MepenyraHHoe NuLOo, OKPYrAMBLUMECS
OT yXaca rnasa, ymonswouiMe MeHs 0 nomunosaHuu. W egga
CAEpXUBasi CBOK HEHaBUCTb W 3/10paAcTBO, S OTBepr 3Ty
MOfbOy O MOMOLLM W Npejan ero camoi CTpallHOW cMepTh —
norpebeHnto 3axxmnBo. OH [JO/MKEH Obll COEAUMHUTLCA C Mep-
TBbIMW €LLE MPU XKM3HU U XKMBLIM BOMNTW B aACKYyH TEMHOTY
BEYHOCTW.
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OfHaKo Yepe3 Kakoe-TO BPeMS 34paBblil CMbIC/T BEPHY/ICS
KO MHe, 1 f NoAyMas, YTO €CIM HUKTO KPOMe MEHSi He CbILWNT
3TOr0 CTYKa, 3HAYMT, OH — BCEro NWLb NN0L MOero Boobpa-
XKEHWS.

A cnoKoiiHO ¥ TBEPAO NPOALO/MKAN UCMOMHATb CBOW 00S13aH-
HOCTW, a NOTOM MofYa Habnwgan, Kak rpob6 onyctuanm B
moruny. [eHb 6bin Cblpoit U X0NoAHbIA. OCEHHWIA TymMaH OKy-
TbiBa Kafbuiie, HaBeBas MeyanbHble MbICAM O CMEpPTW.
Kombsi 3eMIM C FIYXUM CTYKOM Nafjann Ha KpblWKy rpoba, u
MOF/I0 MOKa3aTbCs, UTO 3TO Mbl OTBEYAEM EMY CHapYXXu Ha ero
OTuYasHHble MpU3bIBbl. I OH, BYATO yCMbilWaB 3TOT OTBETHLIN
3BYK, Ha MrHOBEHVE OKpPbIUACA HOBOIW Hagexoil, W ygapsbl
M3HYTPU CTanu rpomye u vawe. M a onatb ycomHuncs. o-
CMOAW, HEYXXeNM HUKTO He CAbIWKnT? A 6bICTPO Ornsgen oKpy-
XalLWmx, HO TYT XXe OnycTWa rnasa u3 6093HM BblgaTb CBOE
BO/IHEHME. Bce 3TO 6bIN0 MOXOXE Ha KaKOM-TO CTpalLHbIi
3aroBop... Ho BOT curHanbl u3 rpoba Hayanu 3atuxatb. [lo-
CneAHuid pas g ycnbllwan CTyK, Korga OH Oblf COBCEM YXe cna-
O6bIM K CTan CMeLIMBaTbCA C MATKUMU yAapamy nNajaroLlei
3eMn.

S MoBepHyncs M nowen MUMO Nayylmnx PoACTBEHHUKOB
MO HanpaBNEHNIO K LiEPKBU. B TULIMHE cBOEro KaGuHeTa s npo-
cugen o Tex Mop, MOKa 3a OKHOM He Hayanu CryujaTbes
cymepku. Torga s BCTan, 4TOObl 3afepHYTb 3aHABECKM, W
MUMOXOZOM MOCMOTPES Ha MOTEMHEBLUUIA KNafGULLIEHCKUI
ABop. CTpalHble MbICAM Tep3ann MeHs. S MPofOoKan »XWTb,
HO KaKas-TO HeuMOBepHas TSXKECTb /ieXana Ha MOeM CepAle.
A BbINWMA Yato, Hanucas HEeCcKO/bKO MWCEM, M BCE 3TO BPeMs
MHe Kas3anocb, 6YATO 3TO YXe He fi, a KTO-TO COBCEM APYroi.
MHe 4yAunocb, UYTO BHYTPWM MOEr0 CYLLECTBA XKAET CBOEro
yaca TYro CKpy4eHHas npy>uHa. S ner paHo, B JeCATOM yacy,
HO K 3TOMY BPEMEHU B jOMe 6Gbl/I0 COBCEM YXKe Txo. Mos 3Ko-
HOMKa B TOT Beuep OTMpoCufach K POACTBEHHMKAM B cOCef-
HIO [iepeBHI0. f 3anep BXOAHYIO [BePb W MOAHSNCS HaBepX.
YcTpomBLWMCL NOYA0GHER B NOCTENN, S KAKOE-TO BPEMS YnTal,
a NOTOM He3aMeTHO 3acHyn. Ho BCKOpe MPOCHY/CS C OLylLle-
HUEM, YTO MpOCMan y)e MHOro 4YacoB. 1 Cell Ha KpoBaTu u
MOCMOTPeN Ha uYacbl. [Mpowno Bcero [ecsiTb MUHYT, HO £
TBEPAO 3HAN, YTO GOfblle 3aCHYTb He cMmory. MpyXuHa pas-
BepHynacb. 1 CHOBa Ner W [ONro fexan B TeMHOTe, 6yATo
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Xfaan, qto KTo-TO MNpWAeT, UM YTO-TO AO/HKHO MNPOW30IATW.
MoToM s ycnblwan, Kak Mpobunyu Yacbl Ha LEepKBW, U cpasy
Ke MOHSN, YTO MHe Hafo Aenatb. S BCTan M ogencs. To, 4To
MHe NpeAcTOs/I0 COBEpLWNTb, S AOMKEH Obln caenaTb cam,
ofiH. HMKaKoli NoMoLiM He crefoBano Mckatb. S AO/MKEH 6bin
JINYHO Y3HATb BCHO WCTWUHY, U HUKTO HEe MOF MHe B 3TOM
MomMOYb.

A chnycTunca BHM3, OTKPbIT UYEpHbIA X0 W Bbillen B
NPOXNAAHYHO CbIPYH HOYb. BbINO TUXO U 0YeHb TeMHO. H Nofo-
lWen K capaiymky, rge LEPKOBHbIA CTOPOX XpaHua CBOM
WHCTPYMEHTbI, BK/OYWA CBET, B34/ fionaTty W 3awaran K
CBEXel morune nog AepeBbsMu. B To Bpems f 6bln1 MONOAbIM
W CWbHbIM, @ B 3amnace ocCTaBanacb elle Lenas Houb.
3noBeLy0 TULWMHY KNagbulia Hapyllan fvlb 3BYK Kamnefb,
n3pegkKa nafjarlowmnx € MOKpbIX NMUCTbeB. B TeMHOTe f efBa
pasnMyan  KOHTYpbl LEPKBM, HO HEMHOFO MNPUBLIKHYB,
nMocTaBMn Ha 3eMI0  NaMny, 3axBauyeHHyl U3 [0Ma,
CHAM NafbTO W MPUHSANCA packanbiBaTb 3eM/t0, YKPbIBLLYHO
rpo6 c «6eneHbKMM KO3/MKOM». Ecnn A owmnbces, To [Jo/mKeH
yAOCTOBEPUTLCA B 3TOM, 4TOGbl XWTb fafiblle CMOKOHO.
A ecnu owmnbKn He 6bINO, TO HAAO ObICTPee UCMPaBUTbL 3710, U
Torga 370 OyAeT OYeHb CTpaHHas BCTpeva ABYX 3aKNATbIX
BParoB: OAWMH — >XWBOW B rpoby, a Apyroii — B poan MOTrU/b-
LMKa.

HecmoTps Ha HO4YHytO Mpoxnagy, BCKOpe A Hayan o6au-
BaTbCA MOTOM, M MHE MPULLNOCH CHATb XKMAETKY, a MOTOM U
pybawky. Kaxablii pa3, korga Ounu 4ackl, § WCNyraHHO
B3gparnean. MHe Kas3anocCb, YTO OHW BHUMATENbHO Habo-
[AKT 3a MOEA yXKacHol paboToit. Kyum 3emnu BbipacTann no
06e CTOPOHbI BCKPbLITO MOrU/bI, a A OMYCKanca BCE HWDKE U
HWKe B AMy. HakoHel nonata ygapuiacb O KpblIWKY rpoba.
A ouncTun ee OT 3eM/n, OTOPOCKA IONATY B CTOPOHY U peLunn
HEMHOIO MepefoxHyTb, 4TOGbI CO6paThbCA C CuNamy nepeq
CaMblM CTpalHbIM MOMEHTOM. HoYb OKyTblBana MeHs rycTol
YEpHOTOI, 1 A MoAymas, Y4To BECb MUP Ceiiyac cTan noxoauTb
Ha moruny. Bckope §i MOHSA, YTO OAHOMY MHe OTKpbITb rpob
OyfeT o4yeHb HenmpocTo. Ho Bce ke MHe yAanocb OTKPYTUTb
BUHTbI U1, MCMOMb3ys NOMATy B KauyecTBe pblyara, S HaKOHeL,
CBEPHYN KpbILWKY B CTOPOHY. MOTOM B3s/1 NaMny W OCBETUN
TO, YTO HaxoAwnocb B rpoby. Tam nexan Mo Bpar — 4eno-

63



BeK, KOTOPOro S TaK HeHaBuAen. TYCK/ble >XeNTble fyyn
ynanm Ha ero nuuo. CTpaHHble 4YyBCTBa OXBaTWU/M  MeHS.
B 3TOT MOMEHT A [0 KOHLA 0CO3Has, Kakas Ha camoM jefe
CMepTb: YepHas, MonyanuBasi, TaMHCTBEHHAS, U B TO Xe Bpems
nopasuTesnbHO raynas. M meHs Havan paséupatb cmex. S 6bin
He B CWUMax chepXaTtb ero, HO W He XOTeNl CMeATbCA B NPUCYT-
CTBMM NOKONHWKA. H BblkapabKaics U3 MOrUMbl U yXKe TaM, Ha
MOBEPXHOCTW, U30 BCEX CU/1 PACCMEANCSH, CI0BHO BCA CKOMMUB-
Lascs BO MHe 3a [ONrue rofjbl HEHaBUCTb B 3TOT MUI BbiMec-
Hyfacb Hapyxy.

Hukorpa ele s He paboTan € Takoil CKOPOCTbIO U ycep-
avem. Kakoi-To HevenoBeYeCKuiAi NopbIB OXBaTWU/ MEHS, KOorga
A 3acbinan moruay. M Bce 310 Bpemsa 5 6e3yAepXXHO XO0XoTan,
noka Yy MeHsi He 3aKofiofio B 60Ky. Kak >e f Bce-Taku
owmbes!..

«beneHbKNn Ko31MK» 6bln MEPTB, HO B FPOBY OH feXan Ha
XMBOTE.






allMHa TO W Aeno ocTaHas/MBanach
nepes 3abopaMun YacTHbIX BRajeHui,
BOAWUTENb CUTHANMUA, U U3 ManeHbKNX
[BOPOBbIX MOCTPOEK BbICKAKMBaIM
TeMHble (Urypbl U TOPOMAUBO OT-
KpbiBann BopoTa. [loTom pgopora
noBena 4yepes3 HeCKOHYaeMble neca u
nactéuwa. HaeepHoe, [AHEM 34ecb
OYeHb KpacuBo, Agymana Mapraper,
OfHaKo B 3Ty XONOAHYI 3UMHIOH
HOYb GOfblLUe BCEro el MeyTasiocb NMWb O KaMWHe W YallKe
ropsvyero yas. MaprapeT 6bina BeCbMa NPaKTUYHOMN AeBYLIKOMN.
C petcTBa el mpuxogmnocb camoil 3apabaTbiBaTb cebe Ha
XKU3Hb, UCKaTb pPaboTy, a Haliga ee, 3a60TUTLCSA O TOM, YTOObI
ee He NPOrHaaun. Y feByLWKN 6bIN0 AOBOALHO cnaboe 340p0Bbe,
M O4YeHb CKOPO OHa MOHsNAa, KaK HempocTo el byaeT ybexaaTb
Nofei, YTO OHa N30 BCEX CWM CTapaeTcsl YeCTHO oTpabaThiBaTh
CBOM [eHbIN.

Korga oT Hee yuwen [WK, XXU3Hb CTana COBCEM HEBbIHOCK-
Moli. Mpexzae MaprapeT Hafesnach, YT0 PaHO UK NO3LHO OHU
noxeHsaTca. Korga-To OH MO-HacToswemy nobun ee, a oHa
npogomkana nobutb ero u ceiiyac. Ho Tenepb BCe BbIIO KOH-
UeHo, ¥ OH 6onblle HUKOrfa He BepHetcs. LLlecTb MecsALeB OHa
Xgana, yuto OukK nepegymaeT, v B 3T0 BpeMs nogpabatbiBana
CeKpeTapLleil B 04HOM 3aKpbITOM yupexieHun. Ho oxupgaHms
He onpasgaincb, W 3TO MOBEPri0 ee B MOMHOE OTYasHUE,
OKOHuaTenbHO nogopeaB cunbl. ER fgaxe npuwnock o6pa-
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TUTbCA K Bpady, M OH YeCTHO nocoBeToBa: «Bam CpOYHO
HeobXxoaum OoTAbIX. E3xaiiTe fOMOI 1M Kakoe-TO BpPeMsi NpOCTO
6e3fenbHUyYaliTe». Ho Mapraper TOMbKO FPYCTHO YCMEXHY-
nacb. Y Hee He OblI0 HW OfHOr0 >XMBOTO POLCTBEHHWKA, U
HUKOMY He Oblno Aena, YMpPET OHa WAN HeT.

— Hy xopowo,—po6asun poktop.— Ecnm y Bam TakK
Heobxoaumo paboTaTb, TO HaliguTe cebe paboTy rae-Hubyab
3a ropogom. Bam Hago Kak MOXHO 60/blUe HaxoAMTbCA Ha
CBEXem BO3fyXe.

VIMeEHHO NO3TOMY OHa W OTBeTU/NA Ha 06bLABNEHWE fefu
dappen, KOTOPOA HYXeH Obln CekpeTapb, a TO4YHee —
[eByLlKa A/19 NpUCMOTpa 3a ee 3aropofHbIM AOMOM BO BpeMms
OTCYTCTBMA X03aiKWU. Korga Ha ee MMCbMO C Mpeg/ioKeHUeM
npuen MOMOXWTENbHbIA 0TBeT, MaprapeT He noBepuia
CBOVMM rna3aM. HakoHeL-TO y Hee MmoABWiacb AONTOXAaHHas
BO3MOXKHOCTb yexaTb M3 ropoja, rae Bce HanomuHaet o [iuke,
BOCCTaHOBUTb CBOM CWU/bl W, BO3MOXHO, MO/IyYUTb MOCTOSAH-
HYl0 paboTy.

Nepn dappen obbACHWME, YTO B MOMECTbe BCErfa OYeHb
TUXO0, XOTH 34ecb paboTaeT OrpoOMHOE KO/IMYeCTBO chyr. 3a
[OMOM HafIeXXUT yXaKmBaTb CaMblM TLLATENIbHLIM 06pa3oM.
Ho o0co6eHHO ee WHTepecoBanM POACTBEHHWKM Mapraper.
CKOMbKO UX, He 6yayT Nn OHW BONHOBATLCA 3a Hee, Befb 3[ecb
TakK CKY4YHO W 0fuHOKO. Korjga feBylika 06bACHUIa, YTO poA-
HbIX Y Hee HeT M OHa COBCEM OfjHa B 3TOM MUpe, X031iiKa ocTa-
nacb BeCbMa [0BOSIbHA 3TUM O6CTOSTE/LCTBOM.

— bepgHoe auTal — BOCKAMKHYNa oHa W B3Ana Maprapet
3a pyKy.—# yBepeHa, 4YToO Mbl C Bamu nofagum. BoT ysu-
[NTe — 0YeHb CKOPO Mbl UCKPEHHe nonwbum Lpyr Apyra.

lMoToM OHa 06bACHMMA, 3a4eM TaK 4acTo e3fuT 3a rpa-
HULY.

— lonroga s npoBOXY BAaiM OTCHOAA MO COCTOSHUIO
CBOEro 340poBbsi. M MHe HeobXoAuM YenoBeK, KOTOpPbIA cre-
Aun Obl 332 JOMOM, MOKa MeHs HeT. KOHEeYHo, Ciyru u camu
NPeKpacHo CrpaBnslOTCA CO CBOMMU 06583aHHOCTAMU, HO MHE
BCE >Xe XO0Tefnocb Obl, YTOObLI BO rnaBe Ux cTosna Aobponops-
fo4Has negn. O6 ofHOM A JO/MKHA Bac NpeaynpeauTb, XOTs
AymMaK, 4To € 3TMM npobsem Yy Hac He BO3HWKHET: A He
paspeLuard HWKOro MpuBOAMTbL B [OM BO BpeMsi MOEro OTCyT-
CTBUA.
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Nlegn dappen 6bina o4eHb CTapoi, a UCTOpPUA ee poja BO-
CXOAMNa elle KO BpemMeHaM CaKCOHCKUX BUKMHroB. Ojgesanacb
OHa MOAYEPKHYTO CTapOMOAHO M Korga nosensnack B JIOH-
[OHe, TO KaXAblii pa3 Mpom3BoAuia ceHcauuo. Ee 3aropogHoe
BNaZleHMe HacuMTbIBANI0O COTHW aKpoOB 3eMAW, W OHa fenesna
ero, Kak pogHoe auts. Jlegn ®appen 6bina nocnesHein B CBOEM
[peBHEM pofy, W nocne ee CMepTW LOM MpPeLCcTOAN0 NpoaaThb.
B npexHve BpemMeHa MHOTMe YjieHbl €e CEMbW MPOUrPbIBaIN B
KapTbl Le/ble COCTOSHWUSA, UM YacTb MOMECTbS MPUXOAMIOCH
oThaBaTb B KayecTBe fonra. OguH 13 NpeakoB pasopun npe-
KpacHyto 61bnnoTeky W npogan yacTb 6eCLeHHON CTapuHHOM
mebenn. B okpyre cywectsoBana nereHfa, 6yATo KaMeHHble
BOMKM, CuAsLMe Ha Teppace, XanobHO BbinW, Korga u3 goma
BbIHOCW/IM ero cokposuwa. W negn dappen BCAKWUA pa3 €
Tako ropeybto BCMOMMHana 06 3TOM, 6yATO pedb Wna 06
obuae, HaHeCeHHOl ee NMOMMOMY pPeGEeHKY.

— Mow npefku Benu cebs, Kak HacTosilme BapBapbl. OHU
6yKBa/IbHO pa3rpabunn aToT 4OM, Takoi GeCroOMOLLHbLIN 1 6e3-
3aWMTHLIA nepes Humu. [pefcTtaBuTb cebe He MOry, uTO,
Korga s ympy, ero npofagyT COBEPLUEHHO YY)XUM JHOAAM,
KOTOpble He CMOryT HW TONKOM M03ab0TUTLCA O HEM, HW
MOHATbL €ro 40 KOHLA. 3Ta MbIC/Ib NPOCTO CBOAWUT MEHS C yMa.

N noaTomy § 4acToO ye3xalt NeuynmTbCs 3a rpaHuyy. A Befp
[O/MKHA XWUTb KaK MOXHO [0/bLUe, 4T0o6bl 6epeyb 1 3almLLaTh
ero.

MaprapeT noHsana, YTo el NPeacTOUT UCNOMHATL PO/b CTO-
poXKeBoil cobaku, xoTs negu dappen yTeepxgana, 4to B ee
OTCYTCTBME 3a JOMOM NPUTNSAAbIBAOT MHOMOYMCEHHbIE CNYTHK,
KOTOopble paboTatoT 34eCb YXKe MHOro fIeT U NPEKPacHo 3HaloT
cBoe feno. Ho Bce paBHO Hefb3d OCTaBNATb AOM 6e3 npu-
CMOTPa HWM Ha OAMH feHb. MaprapeT MpocTo A0/KHA Mpo-
BEPATb, YTOOLI BCEe ObINO B MOSHOM MOPSAKE, U OHA cpasy e
noo6ellana HeyKOCHUTENbHO fenaTb 3T0. [eBylika Ntobuna
CTapuHy, x0Ta B JIOHAOHE 3Ta CTpacTb eli Tak U He MPUroam-
nacb. Tenepb e OHa C YA0BO/MLCTBMEM AyMana, Kak MpusTHO
6yaet 6poauTb MO 3TUM HECKOH4YaeMbIM aHhunagam KOMHar,
HW B OOHOW M3 KOTOPbIX OHa HE BCTPETMT HWYEro Takoro, 4To
HarnoMHMNO 6bl el 0 [nke. OHa y>Xe MeuyTana 0 TOM, KaK 6ygeT
C N06OBbIO paccMaTpuBaTb CTApPUHHOE OpYXMWe, A0Crexu U
3HaMeHa, C KOTOpbIMW Mpeaku negu dappen cpaxanucb nNpo-
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TUB HOPMaHALEeB, WOPKLUEB W Kpyrnoronosbix. C Hesana-
MSATHBIX BPEMEH 3TO MOMECTbE CMYXXWNO HALeXHOW nperpa-
JO/ Ha MyTM 3axBaTYMKOB, HEMaso KpPOBM MPO/MIOCH
3gecb 3a 3T Beka. OuyeHb MHOrME  CMOXKWAM  CBOM
ronoBbl, OOOPOHAS 3TOT AOM, W MOKPbIAM cebsi HeMepKHy-
Weid cnaeoil nobeauTeneil. M MaprapeT pelimna TuiaTenb-
HO M3y4ynTb BCIHO WCTOPWUIO 3TOr0 CTApMHHOIO MOMECTbS.
Kak Bce-Taku 340pOBO XMWTb pSaAaoM € NpowwbiM*.. Ho, paccka-
3aB 0 CBOMX HamepeHusx negn dappen, oHa 6blna pasoyvapo-
BaHa. Kak OKasanocb, HekoTopble Bely 34ecb Obinv 3anpe-
LLEHBI.

— ElWe He Bpems, Mwunas,— roBopuna cTapas Xo03siiKka,
NacKoBO MOrnaxuBasa AeBYWKY MO pyke.— 1 MOHMMat0, 4TO
BaM OYeHb XOYeTcA MonacTb B GMGIMOTEKY, HO Mbl [O/MKHbI
eLle MoAroTOBUTHLCS.

«K uyemy noArotoBuUTbCA?» —He TMoHANa Mapraper.
HasepHoe, nean ®appen HUKOMY He [OBepsieT CBOW CTapuH-
Hble pykonucu. B KOHUe KOHLOB, 3Ta [eBYyWIKa Anf Hee —
COBEpPLUEHHO MOCTOPOHHWUIA YenoBek. Hago 6yaeT ¢ 6onbLuoit
OCTOPOXHOCTHI0 OTHOCUTLCA KO BCEM MPUXOTAM U Karpusam
XO035KN. IHTEepecHo, a 3a 4TO OHa YBOAbHANA NpenblAyLLnX
cekpeTapein? Begb U3 HeEKOTOPbIX pa3roBopoB MaprapeT
MOHANMA, YTO y Hee ObINO HeMano npeAwlecTBeHHUL. Hasep-
HOe, WM MNPOCTO Hagoedan0 OAMHOYECTBO CE/IbCKOM JKU3HW.
KoHe4Ho, 34ecb [OBO/ILHO TOCK/MBO, HO BCE XKe fyylle, Yem B
ropoge, rae Ha KaXpgol ynvue npecnegytoT BOCMOMUHAHWSA O
[uke,

Kak Tonbko Maprapet go6panacb B Ty HO4Yb [0 ycafbbbl,
ee cpasy >ke NpoBOAUAN B OTPOMHYIO FOCTUHYIO. Jlean dappen
cufena Ha mManeHbKOM CTapUHHOM AuMBaH4YMKe nepes 6yLuyto-
WUM NaMeHeM KamuHa. Tenno OrHA W KPenkuil Yaii BCKope
npuBenu AeByLIKY B 604pOe COCTOSHWE [yXa, W BhepBble 3a
Jonrvue Mecsubl e onATb MoKasanocb, YTO Tenepb OHa OypgeTt
COBEpPLUEHHO cuyacTamBa. Eli faxe CTano HEMHOro >anb 3Ty
XPYMKYH CTapyLUKY, KaXYLLYHCS Takoi 6eCnOMOLLHONA B 3TOM
rpomagHoM 3amke. [lom M B camMoM fene 6bin HeobblyaiiHO
BE/IUK, W B €ro apXMTEKTYpe MpUYYA/MBO COYETANIUCL Camble
pasHble cTuAn. B rnasHom, camom 60/bLIOM 3asie, BUCENN CTa-
PUHHbIE pbiLapckue focnexun v 60esble 3HaMeHa. A B COCeHUX
KOMHaTax MOXHO OblfI0 YBUAETL CTOMIbKO APEBHUX PENNKBUNA,
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uTO Kasanocb, 6YATO HaxXOAWLILCA B My3ee, MOCBALLEHHOM
BOEHHbIM MOX0faM MPOTMB WHO3EMLIEB.

Ho, KaK HM CTpaHHO, HECMOTPSl Ha YMCTOTY W MpoCTop, B
[JOMe MO4YeMy-TO OblI0 O4YeHb TPEBOXHO. MaprapeT cpasy
noYyyBCcTBOBaNa 370 Ha cebe. Kak TOMbKO OHa BowNa B 60/b-
IO 3an, el NOKas3anocb, YTO M3 TEMHOTbI Ha Hee MaxHyno
KaKoli-TO BpaaebHOCTbHO. Byayun HaTypoil TOHKOW U 4yB-
CTBWTENbHOM, OHA HE MOrna He 3aMeTWUTb 3T0ro. Jjom 6yaTo 6Obl
COMPOTUBNANCS ee MPUCYTCTBUIO. HaBepHoe, OH BOOGLLE Obin
MPOTVB MHO6bIX HOBUYKOB. BbICOKME MpayHble CTEHbI CMOTPENM
XMYpO W Heapy»entobHo. A BXOAs B NaBHbIA 3a/1, Maprapet
OLLyTU/Ia HEYTO BOOOLLE OYeHb CTpaHHoe. EW mouyaunnocs, 4to
OHa HaxoauTCcs BHYTPU OFPOMHOr0 4acoBOr0 MeXaHu3ma.
Kasanocb, 6yAT0O OTKYy[a-TO M3faneka [LOHOCUTCA MOLLHOe
6vieHVe nynbCa Kakoro-To 4y[OBMLLHOIO OpraHu3ma — npu-
rNyWeHHO, HO BCe >Xe BMOJHE pasnMuumo. HasepHoe, 37O
paboTan KaKoi-HMOYyAb arperaT, MOCTaBAAWOWMIA 3NEKTPU-
YecTBO WM Kavatowmii Bogy. CKOpo OHa MpuMBbIKAA K 3TOMY
3BYKY W nepecTana obpawiaTb Ha HEro BHMMaHue, Kak npu-
BbIKAKOT K 3BYKY METPOHOMA WM TWKaHbI0 KaMWHHbBIX 4acoB.
Ho 4yBCTBO OCTpOIli BpaXaebHOCTM AOMa He NPOX0oAwao. 31O
YyBCTBO YCW/MBA/OCH €Lle W MepBbiM BreyaT/eHUeM O JOMe,
KoTopoe MaprapeT noay4ymna, Nogbe3kas K HEMy Ha MalUuHE.
B TOT no3gHuWii yac cBeTa B BEPXHUX OKHAax YXe He 6blio, a
ropenu TOMbKO TYCK/ble (DOHapW Yy nopora, Noxousluve Ha
y3KMe rfasa-lenoyuky — 3foBewme KpacHble rnasa, XuLHo
rNAgswye B OFPOMHbI/A MapK, OKYTaHHbIA TEMHOTOM HOuW.

3penuuye 6bINO He M3 NpUATHbLIX. Bce 3aaHue 6yATo Obl
CXXanocb B KOMOK, KakK 3Bepb nepej npbbhkKoM. MaprapeT
B34pOrHyna, nogymas 06 aToM. A KOrga OHa BOLUMa B A0OM, e
noyemy-To Cpasy >Xe MoKas3anocb, YTO OH >XMBOW. Ho uyepes
HECKONbKO [AHeli OHa ycrnokouiacb W cyuTana, 4To BCe 3TO
NOYYAWNOChL e C HempuBbIYKW. Befp paHblue eli HUKOrAa He
NPUXOAMNOCH BUAETb HWU TaKMX 6GOMbLIMX KOMHAT, HW MOMHON
rapMOHMM OFPOMHOr0 AOMa C oAbMu. Becb yKnag >Xu3Hu
3[eCb HanoMWHan KaKOW-TO HECKOH4Yaemblii puTyan. [lpe-
KpPacHO 0BY4YEHHbIE CMYrM Kax[blid AeHb 6yATO 6bl COCTA3ANMCH
OpYyr € Jpyrom B CBOEM WCKYCCTBE [0BOAUTb KOMHaTbl A0
coBeplleHcTBa. OHM OblNM 6YKBASIbHO MOMELLAHbI HA YMCTOTE.
A MaprapeT He Morfia HalTu cebe HUKAKOro 3aHATusA. Llensimu
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OHAMW OHa BMECTE C XO35KOW 3aHMManacb COCTaBNEHUEM
KaTafioroB pas/INyHbIX KapTWH W pefinkBuid. XoTa € 3TUM
BMOSIHe MOr Obl CNPaBmUTLCA W N0BOIA Nakeid. Ei yxe HaunHano
KaszatbCs, 4TO nean Pappen cneumansHO npugymana a3To
3aHATME, 4YTOObl TOMBKO He OCTaBNATb ee COBCeM 0e3 pena.
Kaxabll feHb M3 MHOFOYMCMEHHBIX ALWMKOB [OCTaBaiM CTa-
PUHHbIE TOGENEHbI U BbIKONAYMBaNu WX, CTUPanU KPY>XeBHbIe
3aHaBeCKW, 4YTOObl MOTOM BHOBb CMOXWUTL WX W YybpaTb B
WKapbl. Y AEBYLWKN He Obl10 BO3MOXHOCTU CAMOCTOATENbHO
ocMaTpuBaTb [IOM — Be3fle 3a Hell cnefoBana xo3siika n cama
Bce nokasbiBasna. OHa O4YeHb ropaunacs CBOMMMW BRafeHUSAMU,
HO cnyrn paboTtanu 34ecb € TakKUM YCepAMeM He 13-3a /068U K
4YMCTOTE W NOPALKY, @ KaK Obl MOK/MNOHAACH HEKOEMY GOXEeCTBY.
N paboTa aTa HM Ha MUHYTY He npekpawjanacb. B KoMHaTax
eXeHEBHO MEHANN LBeTbl, HaTMpaauM Mon W nblaecocunu
Mebenib, CTapascb Npu 3TOM fenaTb BCe KakK MOXHO Tulle,
4TO6bl He MOTPEBOXWUTb MOKOW 3TOM0 KaMEHHOro WCMOJIMHA.

3a [feHb 40 OoTbesda Xo3aiku MaprapeT 3awna B 6unbsp-
AHyto. C G/MOKHOTOM U pY4YKoli B pyKax oOHa obxoguna Bce
KOMHAaTbl M MepenucbiBana BUCALLME HA CTeHaxX MOPTPETLI.
3pechb ee xpganu cap Yontep Peiinn n negn KatepuHa Mpeii y
KamuHa. bonblie KapTUH B KOMHaTe He 6bl10, U 3TO MOKa3sa-
nocb Maprapet [O0BONbHO CTpaHHbIM. Jlvua Ha nopTtpeTax
OblNMM KAKUMW-TO 3M1bIMU U Hepy>Xento6HbIMU. OHa npoLuna no
Mapkety K OKHY W cama Yy[uBU/aCb, KaK HEeCTeCTBEHHO
rPOMKO 3a3By4anu BAPYr ee ferkue warn. Ei nokasanocb, 4to
OHa HaxogmTcs ceilvac B YpeBe FPOMALHOr0 3BEPs W paHo Mau
no3gHo OyfeT nepeBapeHa ero MoryymMm opraHusmom. OHa
34ecb Yyxas. BoT mouemy el HacToNbKO He Mo cebe B 3TOM
[ome. Befpb BCe 3fellHue cnyrn n cava negm ®appen oboxaror
1 60roTBOPAT ero. I BMecTe OHW COCTaBNAIOT KakK Obl efyHbIi
opraHusM. A oHa — npuwlenel, ussHe. MoXeT 6bITb, NO3TOMY
MosBNAETCA TaKoe OLLyLieHne, BYATO caMm [OM HEeHaBMAuT ee?
Ho Kak MOryT HeHaBueTb KMpNuuM u n3BecTka? Maprapet
MoO/14a CMOTpena Ha CTeHy. 370 6bina ofiHa U3 HEMHOTUX CTEH,
He MOKPbITbIX [AePeBAHHLIMU MaHeNsMU, a BbIKPALLUEHHbIX Mg
LiBeT C/IOHOBOW LUKYpbI.

 BApYr CNOBHO BETEPOK MPOLUEN MO CTEHE, W OHA BCH
HamopluMnach, Kak nolIaAnMHas KoXa, Korfga >KMBOTHOE
NbITAeTCA CTPSXHYTb C Ce6s Ha3oNMBYH Myxy. MOTOM uyTb
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3aMeTHble BOJIHbI NPOGEXanu Mo CTeHe elle U ewe pas. Mapra-
peT UCMyraHHO BCKPMKHYMa W KUHyNacb Mpo4Yb M3 KOMHaTbI.
Ybupatbca 0TCHO4a, W Kak MOXHO ckopee! [loM KVBOIA.
Tenepb-TO OHa 3Hana 3TO HaBepHAKa. Hepapom, Korga oHa
npocbinanack MO yTpaM, KaX[iblii pa3 el Kasanocb, 4TO OHa*
YyyBCTBYeT, OYATO AOM LUEBEIMTCA W MOTATMBAETCA, NOA0OHO
rpomMasHoOMy 3Bepi0, OUHYBLLEMYCS OTO CHa. Cnyru npuxo4unm
Ha paboTy ropasfo nosxe, u MaprapeT, fiexxa B KpoBaTu, C
3aMupaHueM cepfua cnylwana, Kak rge-to Baaneke 6betcs ero
MeANEHHbI NynbC, W 3TOT CTYK TYNKWM 3XOM PasHOCUTCA MO
BCceM KOMHaTaM. OHa pacckasana 0 CBOMX CTpaxax Xo03siike u
coobwuna, 4YT0 XOYeT HeMeA/eHHO YyexaTb, HO CTapyLuka
TO/IbKO TOPbKO pacnnakanach.

— Kak?! ToKMHYTb MeHsi UMEHHO ceilvac? { egga ycno-
KOWacb, YTO Hallja HaKOHEL, BEPHOro Apyra, KOTOpbIiA 6yaeT
MHE MOMOraTb... A Tenepb A He CMOry yexaTb — MHe HeKOoro
oCcTaBUTb B Aome. Hy A npowy Bac, O0CTaHbTeCb, XOTS Obl A0
MOEro Bo3BpaLleHus!

MaprapeT npuwnoch yCTynuTb, W X03aiKa fonro 6naroga-
puna ee 3a 3To.

— A notoM Bbl MOCMOTPUTE 6UGIMOTEKY,— noobellana
OHa.— Bbl noiigeTe Tyga, Kak TO/MbKO OHa K BaM MOArOTO-
BUTCS.

Mocne oTvesga negn Pappen Maprapet npo6osana non-
HOCTbIO MOCBATUTL Ce6si paboTe, HO 3aHATLCS OblIO0 a6CONOTHO
HeyeM, a TO, YTO OHa MbiTanacb Aenatb, Kasanocb el MyCcTbIM K
HEHYXXHbIM. [JOM 1 TakK Nonyyan OTMEHHbIA eXeAHEBHbIA yXo4,
1 L06aBUTbL K HEMY 4YTO-TO 6bl1I0 MPOCTO BbILLE €€ CUM. 3a HUM
CNnefuav  MHOTOYMC/IEHHbIE BbILLKOJIEHHbIE CMYTU, KOTOpbIE,
NnofobHO CBALEHHWKaM Yy anTaps, fAeHb 3a AHEeM CoBepLuasu
CBOM TaWMHCTBEHHble 6orocny>keHus. Kaxiblil feHb OHWM 6e3
ycTam MbiM W npubupann KomHatbl. Bce paboTano, Kak
XOpOLWO OTA&XKEHHbI 4YacoBoW MexaHu3M. [axe Miagwime
CNY>XaHKM U nakenm paboTanuM TaK Xe cTapaTeflbHO, Kak U
cTaplwme. Kaxablii AeHb OHU YMCTWUAW, NOAMETanu, cKpebam u
MonpoBany BCe, YTO MOMaganocb UM nog pyky. lpoBetpu-
BaN noctenu, pasdupanu benbe, Haumwanu o 6necka cTono-
Boe cepebpo. M fom BnUTLIBaN B Cebs UX TPYL, Kak pacTeHue,
BblCacblBaloLlee Bfary m3 nousbl. Ho gns uvero Bce 3To 6bI0
HY>XHO? Befb BCe paBHO HWKTO, KpoMe camoii MaprapeT, He
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MOF OLEHUTb 3Ty CTEPUIbHYH YMCTOTY U MAeanbHbIi NMOPSA0K
B WKady unn ceepkarowme mMeaHble 3aknenku Ha mebenn. He
YOVUBUTENIbHO, YTO [OM He BOCMPWHUMAN ee, KakK paboTHULY:
el BbIN0 34eCb COBEPLUEHHO HeyeM 3aHsTbCA. OfHaxabl, nNpo-
BepAA KOMHaTthbl, Maprapet 3ameTuna, 4To nean ®dappen ocra-
BM/Mla Ha ee CBf3KE CBOM KN4 OT OMOAMOTEKW.

— Ja, 3to kw4 ot 6ubanoTekn, Mmcc,— NOATBepAuUNa
nosapuxa, Korga MaprapeT pewusia B 3TOM YAOCTOBEPUTLCS.

— HasepHoe, negn dappen 3abblia CHATb ero?

— Hert, x034lika Bcerfa ocTaBiseT K/IUM OT BCEX KOMHAT
y cekpeTapsi,— C yNbI6KON 3aMeTMNa NoBapmxa u 3aragoyvyHbiM
B3rNS40M MPOBOAMMA [EBYLLKY.

«Kakoe posepuel!» —nogymana Maprapet. VIHTepecHo, a
[pyrve cekpeTapu TOXe WCMOMHANN BOMKO CTapYLIKU WK XKe
TallkoM BCe-TaKy HaBefblBa/NCb B 3aMpeTHYK KOMHaTty? Eii
OYeHb XOTenocb Monactb B 6M6AMOTEKY. Byato Obl KTO-TO
3BaN ee OTTyfa, U3HYTpW. Jlean dappen rosopuna, Yto aTo —
cepaue aoma. M1 6e3 COMHEHWs, B CamMOM CepjLe OHa noinmet
NMPUYMHY TaKOW BpaXKAeOHOCTM [OMa MO OTHOLUEHMIO K HEil.
Wnn gHW, n nocteneHHo Maprapet cTtana CMOTPeTb Ha [0M,
Kak Ha njona, KOTOpOMY CNy>XaT U MOK/OHAKTCH, U cpa3y Bce
CTaN0 NIErKO W MOHATHO.

KaxgoaHeBHbIA Tpya cnyr nepectan Kasatbcsi el 6ecno-
Ne3HbIM —BefAb OH MpoA/eBan XW3Hb 3TOMY OOXECTBY.
BrnonHe ecTeCTBEHHO, 4YTO MAO0N TpeboBan NOKOHEHUS U CNy-
XeHus cebe. ITO OblN OYEHb APEBHWUIA MA0A, MCTUTENbHbIA W
KapaloLwunii 3a HenocnywaHue. M rope TOMy K3 XXPeLO0B, KTO
noTepssn CBOK Bepy WM Hayan paboTaTb 6e€3 NpexHei
cTpacTu. Tenepb 1 Maprapet Jo/mKHa 6blia 3aHATL CBOE MECTO
Cpean >XpeLoB, 4YTOObl XpaHUTb MUP W CMOKOWCTBME 3TOrO
KaMeHHoro 6o)kectBa. HO ecny He 3HaTb €ro Tpe6oBaHWi u
NPUXOTeR, OYeHb TPYAHO BECTU fefa U CnefuTb 3a o6lum
6narononyynem. BepxoBHO >Xpuueli 3[4ecb 6bina, HECOM-
HeHHO, cama nean ®appen, a cnyru, BbluuLlaloLive TPA3b U
cCMeTalLlMe Mblib, BbINOMHAAN POfib 3K30PLMUCTOB, W3rOHA0-
WMX W3 [OBEPEHHOr0 WM CyLlecTBa BCAKYH  HEYMUCTb.
OfHaxabl Maprapet, rynas no fiecy, HeyasiHHO B3r/IAHYNA,
OTTyfla Ha JOM. OH CTOSAA, OFPOMHbIA WM MpayHblid, Ha (hoHe
XO/IMOB, OKHa €lle Cnasu, W TOHKMEe CTPYWKM AbiMa MOgHMMA-
NNCb M3 MHOrOYUCNEHHbIX TPy6. CerofgHa OHa cny4yaiiHo pac-
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Konana B YemofaHe ranctyk, KOTopblii KOrga-To AaBHO MOKY-
nana gna [inka, HO Tak W He ycnena emy nofaputb. Kak pas
TOrJa OHa MoHAMa, YTO OH ee Gofblue He N6UT. A B flecy OHa
X0Tena nockopee 3abbiTbCA. W BApPYr 0co3Hana, Yro UMeHHO
n3-3a 3TO NO6GBU, BCe elle Tep3alolleii ee cepAle, OHa He
MOXEeT NPUWXUTbCS B [lOMe, He YyBCTBYeT ero putMa 1 rapmo-
HUW. MOXeT ObITb, ee MNpefWecTBEHHULbI TOXE O0TKaszanuchb
MOMIHOCTbKO MOCBATUTL Ce6s LOMY M MO3TOMY BbIHYX[EHbI
6binn yexatb? A MaprapeT B 0T4asiHHOW Monbbe npoctepna K
KaMeHHOMY WA0Ny PYKW.

— O pom! —rpoMKo npussana oHa.— He Hajgo MeHs Tak
HeHaBmaeTb. CKaXu, 4ero Tbl XKAewb OT MeHA?

lMoToM onycTuna pyku M MofYa XAaana, rnagd Ha 3Ty
MpayHyto rnbliby nepeg coboi. W Bapyr 4eii-To ronoc npowen-
Tan nNpsMo B ee MO3ry:

— JXKepTBbl.

XKepTBbl — HY KOHeyHOo e! Kak OHa paHblue 06 3TOM He
nogymana! Befb MAonbl He MOTYT CyLLeCTBOBaTb 6e3 XXepTs.
Bce mMonutBbl 6e3 HuX 6ecrofiesHbl. W xepTBa 06s3aTeNbHO
[JO/MKHA NPUIATKA CO CTOPOHBI, XpeLbl He npuHMMatoTcs. Hey-
XeNnn JoM XoudeT 3abpaTh ee Xn3Hb? MOXET 6bITb, OH NO3TOMY
N paccepamnics Tak Ha Hee, YTO OHa HUKaK He X0Tefna MOHATb
€ro >KenaHnin? XouyeT M OH NPOCTO CMATb €e N YHUUTOXUTD,
Kak noctynanam Bce apesHue 60xectsa? nm oHa cama A0/MKHa
0TfaTbCs B PYKM CBOeW CTpalHol cyasbbl? [lom >xpan ee.
MaprapeT B3gporHyna. Ei cTano cTpawHo Npu MbICAN O TOM,
4yTO MpPUAETCA BO3BpALLATbCA 4epe3 3TU BpaxiebHble ABepwu
Tyfa, rae NpoTWB Hee YXe NOBCHAY pacCTaB/ieHbl HEBUAMUMbIE
WMTbl U NOBYLUKMU.

Bapyr oHa ycnbllwana waru 3a CcrnuMHoi. Huyero yausu-
TENIbHOr0 B 3TOM He 6bl10 —3[ecb MNOCTOSHHO paboTanu
CafloBHUKW, KOTOpble crpebanu cTapble IMCTbS U YBO3UIN UX B
OrPOMHbIX Xefle3HbIX Taykax. Ho BMecTo cajjoBHMKa OHa YBU-
fena nosafu cebs MOXMAOr0 MYXUMHY, OAETOr0 B YepHYIO
pscy. Ero maneHbkoe XefiToe NULO NOKpbIBana rycras nay-
TUHA MENKUX MOPLLMHOK, MyXUYMHa NPUNOAHSAN CBOKO LUNAMY W
06HaXXKun abcontoTHO Nlbicyto ronosy. Maprapet mosiya CMOT-
pena Ha He3HakoMmLa.

— W3BMHNTE,— Hayan oH.— MOXHO0, S Mpoiigy C BaMu B
[OM W HEMHOro nepefoxHy? A TO A O4YeHb ycTan.
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— Ho negn ®appen yexana...

— $1 3Halo, HO AeN0 B TOM, YTO § ee CTApPUHHbIA NPUATESb.
1 CBAILLEHHUK — ee [YXOBHWK. YBepsl Bac, OHa Oblna Obl He
NpoTuB.

[a, ecnn OH 1 B caMOM fefie ee CBALLEHHUK, TOrAa HUKaKnX
BO3PaKEHNI ObiTb He MOXET. «A KaK NPUATHO 6GyAeT C HUM
ceiivac mobGecegoBaTb»,— Mogymana MaprapeT, KoTopas
OYeHb cTpajana oT OAWHOYECTBA.

— [oligemMTe,— npurnacuna oHa.— 1 NpUKaxy nNpuroTo-
BUTb uail.

— Bbl 0ueHb f06pbl, HO A XOTeN1 NPOCTO HEMHOIO NepefoX-
HYyTb. Bugute nn, 9 06xoaun NpuxoXaH U BeCb [jeHb NpoBes Ha
Horax. [103TOMy W pelwwnn 3arnsHyTb Cloga, nepes Tem Kak
OTMPaBMTLCS [OMOW.

— [Ja, KoHeyHo. A cekpeTapb nefu Pappen.

— [Ja-pga. OHa rosopusiia MHe, 4TO Haw/ia NpeKpacHyto
feBywKy. MeHs 30ByT oTeu Konnapg.

OHM HanpaBuAucb K BbiCOKO Teppace. OTeu Konnapa
OCTaHOBM/ICA U C BOCXWLLEHWEM CTajl pacCcMaTpuBaTb KameH-
HbIX BOSIKOB, CUAALLMX MO 06e CTOPOHbI NapafHOoW NecTHULbI.

— Bbl cnblwanu nereHgy 06 aTux cTatysax? — cnpocus OH
N NONOXWN CBOK XYAYH XENTyl PYyKY Ha ronoBy OAHOIO U3
HWX, CMJIOWb MOKPLITYIO MXOM.

— [la, KOHeYHO, HO A XoTena 6bl yc/blwaTtb W Apyrue
NCTOPUK, CBA3aHHbIE C 3TUM [OMOM.

— Bam Hafo npouynTaTb 06 3TOM B KHWrax. Y nean dap-
pen npekpacHasa 6ubnuoTeka.

— A MHe rosopuau, 4to oHa 6blna nNpofjaHa OfHUM U3 ee
npesKoB.

— [a, 370 TaK, HO el yAanocb MOTOM BbIKYMUTb MOYTU
BCe CBOM KHUruU. OHa obpallanach K pasHbIM KOJNeKUMoHepam
M nnatuna UM B HECKONbKO pa3 6onblle, YeM B CBOE BPEMS
NPOCKN 3a HUX €e HEeAOCTOWMHbLIA npegok.

— OHa 0u4eHb npejaHa CBOEMY [OMY.

— W 370 npekpacHblid npumMep And gpyrux. Msbl Bce
LO/MKHbI 6EPEXKHO OTHOCUTLCA K CEMEMHbIM PeTUKBUAM U XKep-
TBOBaTb BCEM, UYTO [A/11 3TOr0 MOXET ObiTb HE06XOAUMO.—
B ronoce ero cnblwanca Takow >kap W cTpacTb, 6yATO 3TOT
CTapuK OblNl HACTOAWMM (aHaTUKOM.

MaprapeT BHUMaTEe/IbHO NOCMOTPE/a Ha HEero 1M Ha Kakoe-
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TO MFHOBEHME [aXe No3BoMna cebe YCOMHUTLCS B 34paBOCTH
ero paccygka. 3aTem OHW MPOWAWM B FNaBHbIM 3an, W rnasa
CBSILLEHHMKA NINX0PajoYHO 3abnectenu, NOXupas BOCXMULLEH-
HbIM B3r/1540M PbILAPCKME Meuu U AOCMexu, BUCALLUE Ha CTe-
Hax MeXZy BbICOKMMU OKHaMW 1 NopTpeTamun CpefHEeBeKOBbIX
BE/IbMOX.

— Y 3TOro AomMa MHOro MOK/IOHHWKOB.— MaprapeT He
cMorfia ygepXxartbCs OT 3TMX CNOB. B KOHLe KOHLOB, TO-
NbKO OHa U ee MpeAlecTBEHHULbl HE CyMenu 34ecb npu-
XWUTbCA M MONacTb N0 BAUSHUE 3TUX CTeH. CBALLEHHMK
MOBEPHYNCA K HEi, 1 Ha ero MOPLWUHWUCTOM NnLe 3acBeTunach
yNblOKa.

— $1 OYeHb XOpOLIO MOHMMAK Bac. Bbl Befb COBCEM He-
[aBHO 34eCb, M He yCnenu elle Kak cnefyeT MOYyBCTBOBaTb
ero [AbixaHve.

— O HeT, 3T0 A KakK pa3 04YeHb XOPOLIO YYBCTBYH,—
Havana MaprapeT, HO HEOXWJaHHO 3amonyana. 3ayeMm pac-
CKasblBaTb €My O CBOMX cTpaxax W (aHTasnsax? —$d Obl
XoTena nob6onblue y3HaTb 06 3TOM Aome, HO neaun Pappen
NnoKa He MyckaeT MeHs B 6GUGIMOTEKY.

— ¢ yBepeH, 4YTO Tenepb OHa HWYEro He MmMena Obl Npo-
TUB, €CAn 6bl Bbl B3rNSHYN Ha €e KHUIW. { BaM C pajoCcTbio
pacckaxy 0 HWUX.

— Hy, ecnmn Bbl TaK y6eX/[eHbl B 3TOM U MOMHUTE Ha3Ba-
HMS HY)KHBIX KHUT..— MaprapeT onyctunack Ha cTyn. OHa
BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBaNa, YTO CMePTENbHO ycTana. CBALEHHUK
Cen HanpoTMB Hee. Be3 WsAMbl OH CTaN MOXO0X Ha Y3KYH 4ep-
HYyl0 OYTbIIKY C KPYrnoi MpoOKoi ©3 CMNOHOBOM KOCTW.
[JeByluKe 6bl10 3a6aBHO CMOTPETb Ha HEro U OHa Mogymana,
3aMeTuN N1 3To Nnakei [>KeiAmc, KOTOPbIA TONMbKO YTO BOLLIEN B
KOMHaTy, 4T06bl 3aflepHYTb 3aHABECKU Ha OrpOMHbIX OKHaX.
O6bluHO 6e3 nean Pappen B rOCTUHYH HUKTO He BXOAUN, U
MaprapeT 60nblue N0buna 3Ty HebONbLUYK KOMHATY, A€ OHM
Bcerja 3aBTpaKanu C X035Koin. Ho Tem He MeHee U B FocTu-
HOW, 1 B ApYrnX MecTax CAyru ¢ HeYyCTaHHbIM PBEHUEM KaXoe
YyTPO pasgsuranyt LITOPbl, OTKPbIBANAW CTaBHW W Pa3BOAUAU
OFOHb B KamWHax.

MaprapeT nonpocuna keiimca MpuUHECTW Yail. CBSiLLEH-
HWK, He YMO/Kas, pacCKasbiBan el 06 yAWBUTEbHOW KO/eK-
U KHUT negn dappen.
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— EcTb elle ogHa 3aMevaTenibHas PYKOMNMCb 0 CTapUHHBIX
nereHpax. Bam o06s3aTenbHO Hafo ee MNpPOYUTATb.

— O Kakux fereHjax? —c 3aMHTepecoBaHHbIM BUAOM
cnpocuna Mapraper.

Ho Ha camom fene eli X0TenoCb Y3HaTb BOBCE He 3TO.
KHura 6bln1a nnws Npeanorom Ans Toro, 4tobbl nonactb B 6M6-
NNOTeKyY, a ceiiyac rogunach nobas npuunHa. U 10, yto neam
dappen 3anpetuna el TaM NOABAATLCA, 6OMble HE KMENO
HMKAKOro 3HayeHus. YTo-TO 3Ban0 ee Tyfa, M 3TO BNeyeHue
OblN0 cubHee ee BOAW. MOXET ObITb, Ha Hee Tak MOAeERCTBO-
Ba/l ronoc CBALLEHHWKA, MOHOTOHHbLIA M POBHLIA, NOBECTBYIO-
WMA O MOTaHOW TEMHMUE C J/IOKOM, KOTOPYK A0 CuX nop
HWKOMY He ydanocb HaWiTu. Ecnu BepuTb nereHjam, BO Bpe-
MeHa KpomBens Tam CKpbIBasicd OAMH U3 Npeakos nean dap-
pen — PoANUCT — Mocfie TOro, Kak BCE ero BOMHbl C/IOXUAU
ronoBbl Ha nosne 6paHu.

— Tex, KTO 3Han 3ToT TaliHWK, A0Nr0 NbiTaiM U 3aTem
youan, HO OHW TaK W He PacKpbIiM CeKpeTa, W Tenepb 3TOT
NIOK MOTEPSH.

— Kakoii yxac! —B3goxHyna Mapraper.

CBSILLEHHMK MPOTAHYN K He pyku W, Kak Obl BO3HOCH
MONNTBY, MPOU3HEC:

— Tak uguTe Xe N NpUHeECUTE U3 BUBMINOTEKN 3TN KHUTU.

[eByllKa Ha cekyHy nofymana, 4Tto ero ofexja uLlb
n3faneka HanoMuHaeT pPACY, W O4YeHb CTPaHHO, 4TO OH
HMKOrfa He 3ax0fun clofa paHblle. X0TS B 3TOT JOM HUKOrga
He 3axofuin MOCTOPOHHNE...

— Xopowo,— 0T03BaNacb OHa.— A ceilyac MPUHECY UX.

CBALLEHHUK MOAPOBHO OOBACHMA eil, Ha KakuMxX nosKax
CTOST HYXXHble KHUIMM WM KakK OHW Ha3blBatoTCA. [10X0Xe, OH
3Han 3Ty KOMHaTy, Kak CBOM NATb nanbueB. Ho MaprapeT He
Oblna 0O KOHLa yBepeHa, 4To ee MpPOCUT MATU Tyda WUMEHHO
3TOT CTPaHHbIA NbICbIA YENOBEK, a He TaWHCTBEHHbIW ronoc,
3ByYalluil y Hee B TOJOBE.

BnbnnoTeka HaxoAunacb B NEBOM Kpblfie 34aHWs, B CaMOM
KOHLE A/IMHHOrO Kopugopa. Mo6amM30cTu He BbINo ApYrux KOM-
HaT, 1 ybopKa Aoma No4yeMy-TO 3aKaH4MBasiaCb UMEHHO 34€ECh.
Ha nony kopugopa TONCTbIM CMOEM fiexkana mnbifb, a U3 cafa
BeTep NPWHeC CHOfa HECKO/IbKO CTapblX CyXWMX NUCTbeB. Hus-
Kasi apka, Befylwas K ABepu 61bAnoTeKN, Obina yBuTa ryctoi
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nayTUHOM. Kntou ferko BoOLWes B 3aMOYHYH) CKBXUHY, U
JeByLIKa OTKpblia ABepb. BHYTpU ObIN0 TeMHO. 9Ta KOMHaTa
He MMmena OKOH. MaprapeT CHOBa 3aKpblfia ABepb W nowna K
cebe 3a ce4oil. o gopore oHa BCcTpeTuna [xemca ¢ NOAHO-
COM B PyKe W mnpocuna ero nepejatb oTuy Konnapgy, 4To
yepes MUHYTY OHa MOAOWAeT.

— Xopowlo, Mucc, A nepegam.

Nakeli ToponanBo yganuncs, a AesyLlKa NogHsNach B CBOH
CNajlbHO U U3 filMKa CTONa foCTana CTapuHHbIA cepebpsHbIl
NOACBEYHMK. [1OTOM BepHynacb B OMOGANOTEKY.

MaprapeT WwarHyna B KOMHaTy W ornsgenacs. HTepecHo,
YTO CKPbIBAETCA 3[eCb KPOMe KHUT? HeoXujaHHO OHa YCAbl-
Wana nosaan cebs cKpun, u ABepb 3axa0nHynacb, 6yaTo KTo-
TO NOTAHYN €e C TOM CTOPOHbl. V3HYTpM ABepb OT mona fo
NoTONKa MOKPbIBA/IM MHOTOYMC/IEHHbIE MOJSIKA C KHUFaMm, N He
OblN0 HMKAKOro HaMeKa Ha 3aMOK Wnn pyyKy. Ecnm 3aech HeT
MOTaiHOro MexaHu3ma [ns OTKPbITUS [ABEpW, TO BbIOPATLCS
oTctofa 6yaeT HEBO3MOXHO.

«HO MOXHO ellle CTy4aTb B ABEPb, 1 TOrAa HaBepHSKa MeHs
KTO-HUOYAb YCAbIWNUT»,— nogymana MaprapeT.

OHa BHOBb Ornsigenacb M Tenepb B KONMEGMIOLLEMCA CBETE
CBEYM 3aMeTmna ele Koe-yTo. Bce CTeHbl 6blAM CM/OWb
yCTaBNEeHbl NOKAMM, BAOMb KOTOPbIX CTOSAN0 BCEFO HECKO/bKO
CTYNbEB C MblIbHOI 3amniecHeBeBLUEn 06MBKONA. B LeHTpe KOM-
HaTbl Haxofuacs CTON, Ha KOTOPOM 3a4yeM-TO rpyaoi Obinu
CBasieHbl 3acoxwime uUgeTbl. OT Maneliwero AyHOBEHUS LBETbI
HauMHaNW LUeBeINTLCA, WM 3TO NPOAO/MHKANOCL [0 6GecKoHeu-
HocTU. Ho noyemy? W TonbKO Tenepb MaprapeT BCEM TefioM
NOYYBCTBOBANA HU3KYIO MY/IbCUPYIOLLYIO BUGPaLMIO U MOHANA,
4TO yAapbl, KOTOpbIe OHA CAblWana no yTpam, HeC/UCb UMEHHO
oTctoaa. VIMeHHO 3aecb Haxoamnock cepale foma. OHa BoLa
B CaMblil LEHTp, B cBATasA CBATbIX. Ee TeHb 3aTpeneTana Ha
nosy B OTCBETE ManeHbKOro OroHbKa. B KOMHaTe naxno npe-
NbIM CEHOM, YBAALWMMM LBETaMW, NafjlaHOM M ele Yem-TO He-
3HaKOMbIM. OTO 6bin 3anax pasnaratouieiics nnotu. OHa 6bina
B 3TOl KOMHATe He 0fHa. Y CTeH B CTpaLLHbIX NM0o3axX, CKOPUUB-
WWCb B NocneaHeil NPeaCMEPTHON aroHUK, NeXann HeCKONbKO
MepTBbIX Te/l — MOMofble AeBYLUKM B MOAHBLIX KO(Tax, LINf-
nax u canorax. VMIx 6bino yeTBepo. XXepTBbl ApeBHero jova. Ee
NpeALwecTBEHHNLbI — CEKpeTapu, OCTaB/IEHHbIe 34eCb Ha Mef-
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NEHHY0 MyUUTefIbHYI0 CMepTb. JTO CaM [OM HaBeYHO 3aTouns
nx clofa, rae yaapbl ero KameHHoro cepjua cotpacanun faBHO
yBafwue UBeTbl. MaprapeT AMKO 3akpuyana u 6pocunach K
nonkam —Typa, rge Haxogwunacb cnacutenbHas nsepb. OHa
APOCTHO KOJIOTU/MA MO KOpellKam KHWUT W MnpusbiBana Ha
MOMOLLLb:

— Ortkpoite! BbinycTuTe MeHsi otctogal

Ho HWKTO He npuwien.

Nlean ®appen nonyymna NUCbMO U HEMEASIEHHO npuexana
Ha3aj. Ee BcTpeyanu otey Konnapfh v Bce cnyru, BKAKYas
CYLLOMOEK.

B ManeHbKO 4acoBHe MpOBeNM 3a04HYK0 NaHuxugy, W
negn dappesn, CKNOHMBLUMCL Y anTaps, faxe BCMakKHyna.

— 9 TaK MepeXnBar Kax[iblii pa3 3TW MOMEHTbI! — npu-
3Hanacb OHa CBSILLEHHUKY.— {1 3HAl0, YTO 3TO HEeU36eXHO, HO
KaXAblii pa3 MHe CTaHOBUTCH OYeHb FPYCTHO. TOMbKO nopgy-
MaTb, OefHble AEBOYKM...

— Ho, negn ®appen, ecnm gom TpebyeT 3TOro, Bbl XXe He
MOXeTe emy OTKas3aTb? A eMy HYyXHbl XepTBbl.

— KoHeyHo! — CTapylwka nogHsnacb.—f HW B YeM He
cobuparocb eMy OTKasbiBaTb. Moka § XXMBa, OH TOXe Oyaet
XuUTb. Tloka A Ablwy, 8 chenaw A/ Hero BCe, YTO B MOUX
cunax.

— He 3a6biBaliTe, YTO Bbl He MPOCTO fapuTe emy 3Tu
XW3HU,— npoluenTtan oTeu, Konnapg.— Begpb 3a 370 OH BOT
y>Xe [BeCTW neT MpojA/ieBaeT Balle COOCTBEHHOE CYLLEeCTBOBa-
Hue...

Negn dappen 6naroroBeinHo cKpecTuna pykwm.

— # yXe npurnacuna euie ofHy AeBYLIKY,— efie CMbIWHO
nporosopusia OHa.
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